THE RUMBLE SEAT
REVIEWER
Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our new Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model A Club

July 2018

Great Articles by Members Inside
This Edition:
•
•
•

Page 3 ....... Bit by the Model A Bug
Page 6 ....... Helpful Tips
Page 7 ....... Huckster Progress Report

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

T

his has been a down month for me as my eyes underwent a restoration. Looking forward to better vision and
being able to do some night driving. This underscores our need to attract and recruit younger members as
many of us undergo the inevitable march of time and the aging process. I’ve decided to try to drive my A’s more
despite the heat as long as I can get behind the wheel and double clutch her into submission.
I’ve been looking into replacing my front axle on the ‘30 black coupe as it is bent back on the right side. John
Baxter noticed this while at the reliability/safety check event at Vic’s in April. A bent axle could also explain why it
occasionally felt “weird” in some of the turns.
One of the things I came across in my inquiry was the reason for most of them being bent on the right front. Back
in the days when they were heavily used, the parking along the streets was often diagonally into the curb. This means
that the right front wheel hits the curb and not the left. I’m sure they all weren’t gentle touches of the curb and over time
the repeated impact took its toll on the rigid straight axle.
We have the DVDs in from MAFCA and I’m getting them ready to be checked out by members as described earlier
in a correspondence. I’ll go over the process at the next club meeting and the titles are shown on page 7.

Our monthly meeting is just around the corner, on the 21 st of this month, so come and share some food, fellowship
and support your Model A Club

Our club meeting is July 21st, at the usual watering hole Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A

COMING EVENTS

Come on volunteers!
Someone be a hero and jump out
there and plan a club activity for
late July or august!
(October seems to be open as well)

September Events
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford, 9925 Parkside Drive, Knoxville. More details
will be provided here as they become available.

October Events

????????
November Events
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”
By Stephen Wickizer

I

began my search for a 1931 Model A Tudor about 10 years
ago. At that time, I joined the Chattanooga Model A club. I
wanted this particular make, year, and model because it would be the
same one that my uncle taught my mother, Virginia Wickizer, to
drive in 1942 when she was16.
David Brooks, president of the Chattanooga chapter, and I drove
to look at potential advertised Model A’s in Georgia, Tennessee, and
Alabama with no luck. All were not as advertised, but poor prospects.
Later I moved to Knoxville to teach at South College and the search
for the right Model A was left on the back burner.
By the time I retired about two years ago, my Mother was having
memory difficulties, and my quest for the “right” Model A began
again in earnest.
Reviewing several online sources for many months, I noticed that David Brooks was advertising a 1931
Model A Tudor in the MAFCA classified ads. I called him that day and found out that another Chattanooga
chapter member was selling the vehicle because he had too many model A’s. What a break for me as David
was restoring this Model A to help the member sell. We discussed conditions, hours, and many other aspects
of this antique and made an appointment to see it in Ringgold, Georgia. The car was in the shop in his
basement along with his other beautiful Model A’s.

After getting his recommendations and adding my wants, i.e., 12-volt all
new electrical system, seat belts, turn signals, and many other safety/
reliability items, we brokered a price a month later in December, 2016.
David completed the repairs and updates in February, 2017. I drove to
Georgia and trailered it to its new home in Knoxville. Since then I have
driven it 5,000-plus miles.
My mother is now in assisted living in Hixson, Tennessee and I drive
“Miss Jenny” there for visits. She tells me stories about her and her
brother’s Model A. She is a teenager again and we have the time of our
lives.
Thank you Mr. Ford for the happiness you have brought my aging family.
Mrs Wickizer at the wheel of the ‘31
Tudor with great grand daughter,
Jocelyn, happily riding “shotgun.”

Thanks to all the members of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club for making
“Miss Jenny” much easier to start, stop, and get up to 52 mph with a new
Mitchell overdrive.
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June 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Barbara Mabry, Secretary

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club’s monthly meeting was held Saturday, June 17, 2018, at Shoney’s Restaurant on
North Broadway in Knoxville.
Call To Order:
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 6:25 p.m. by acknowledging the club’s 57th year and wishing a
Happy Father’s Day.
Minutes:
There were no minutes from the May 19, 2018, annual picnic and meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:
The treasurer’s report was approved. Shirley reported an ending balance of $5,778.04 in the club’s checking account
as of May 29.
Member Updates:
Tom Ethridge had hip replacement surgery recently, Richard Cox had surgery and Bert Anderson is in the hospital.
George Jones is not doing well, Earl Fairbanks is doing okay, but Marty is not doing as well, and the Matlocks are
doing okay.
Old Business:
The club welcomes new members Jimmy Vineyard and Al & Linda Barker.
President Helsel reported the club’s website is being used. Thanks to Gary Steadman, there are photos from the
picnic and a drone video to view.

One of the club’s charter members, Ken Coulter, died on May 23 in Maryville, Tennessee. Ken was 99 and very
active in the antique car hobby.
The annual picnic on May 18th was a huge success. A special thanks to Jim Wolfe for cooking and to the Varadys
and Lunds.
Tours and Events:
The June 9th tour to historic Rugby reportedly had better parking for our cars.
On June 12th several members, driving four Model A’s and a VW, visited Clay Reagan at Morning Pointe Assisted
Living in Powell. They visited with other residents as well who enjoyed the old cars.
On June 14th six Model A’s were driven to Alexander House in Oak Ridge. The residents were appreciative of our
club members and their vehicles.
July & August are open dates due to the heat. Possible events considered are an early morning ride to a picnic area to
feast on watermelon and the showing of Thunder Road at Hall’s Crossing.
September 22 - International Model A Day at Ted Russell Ford on Parkside Drive (Note: MAFFI is celebrating on
September 15)

November - Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville (exact date to be determined as the 11th is a Sunday)
December 15 - Christmas Party at Fountain City Presbyterian Church
(JUNE MINUTES Continued on page 5)
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The “Huckster" Progress Report
By Randy Schwerdt

It’s been 3 years since I won the Huckster body at a MARC National Convention
and I’m finally starting to show some progress.
I spent several hours redoing the wood workmanship because it didn’t meet my
standards. (I should have lowered my standards).
The chassis is complete and this week I installed a nice running engine taken from
my coupe. The coupe now has a new rebuilt engine. I did a short test drive around the
neighborhood and all seemed to be working as it
should. I’m now going to spend time on the fenders
and metal cowl.

And the winner is . . .

I’ve made my final choice of color for the fenders and they’re going to be black. That was a tough
decision and glad it’s been made. Still working on a body color.
We’ll see how much has changed in a few months when I make my next progress report.

Woodwork improvements.

Back from the test drive.

(JUNE MINUTES Continued from page 4)

New Business:
October event - Save the dates Friday the 5th and Saturday the 6th, and home on Sunday for an overnight mystery
tour about 120-150 miles one way.
Mystery Photo - If we want to continue this in our newsletter we need photos. Please submit your photo to John
Baxter or Bob Helsel. Remember a car does not have to be in the photo.
Show and Tell - Cotter key used in Model A, courtesy of Steve Wickiser, and brake parts by Vic Varady. In the
MARC May-June 2018 publication, Smoky Mountain Region, Randy Schwerdt acknowledged the special efforts of
Bob Helsel and John Baxter in our club’s success. In this same issue, Region Newsletter Awards for 2017, John
Baxter received the MARC Award of Excellence as editor of The Rumble Seat Reviewer.

There was no 50/50 drawing held tonight.
Remember to bring your pop top lids to Lin Helsel.
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned.
The next monthly meeting will be Saturday, July 21 2018, at Shoney’s on North Broadway.
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By Vic Varady

M

y 1930 Tudor shutoff valve had been leaking for at least a few years. When I left it in my garage
the vapors dissipated and I had no problems. When I brought the Tudor into my shop my wife
complained about the smell.

Sometimes it is inconvenient to drain your gas tank to repair or replace the shutoff valve. I have not been
so skilled to lap the parts to keep it from leaking after I worked on it. I decided to add another
valve in series with the shutoff valve.
I found a 5/16-inch needle valve with compression fittings and removed the steel gas line
below the tank. I carefully cut a small section out of the line with a hacksaw and fit the needle
valve into the line and then replaced the line. No more leaks.
The needle valve will pass enough gas to satisfy the carburetor at all normal road speeds. It
provides another level of safety if someone wants to “borrow” your car. These valves can be
purchased at Fastenal for approximately $15 each. This will work with most all 1928 to mid-1931 cars. If you want to
put one on a late 1931 it will need to be inside the engine compartment. The needle
valves also come in 3/8-inch size.
I thought about using a 6-volt solenoid valve instead of this, but they are more
expensive. I would use a solenoid valve on a late 1931 car so I did not have to open
the hood to open or close the shutoff valve.

What kind of
Model A is that,
anyway Steve???
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MAFCA Instructional DVDs

The following information was emailed to those members who have email service and is
provided here for those who receive their club information via the U.S. Postal Service.
As President Bob mentioned in his column this month, this is a proposed method of making the
DVDs available for members to use.
Come to the next meeting for further discussion or contact Bob with your comments.

I've ordered the below listed instructional DVD's for the club.
I propose the club lend them out for a period of time (2-3 weeks) with a $30.00 deposit to be refunded if the DVD
is returned in the same condition it left in. A $5 late fee will be assessed and increased $ 5 for each week past due, if
there is a member waiting for it to return or another member requests the DVD during the borrowed period. The max
period of 3 months will be allowed if no other member is waiting.
These are easily damaged, as you know, and need to be cared for as they are costly to replace.
They should be available to all current members. I will set up an old-library-type system to manage them, if this is
all agreeable to everyone.
If you have other ideas or concerns let me know.
Bob

LIST OF AVAILABLE DVDs


Rebuilding a Distributor



Engine Replacement



Rebuilding the Front End Assembly plus
BONUS video about freeing a frozen spring perch
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Generator Rebuilding



Overdrive Installation



Rebuilding Shock Absorbers



Rebuilding Starters



Rebuilding 2-Tooth Steering Box



Rebuilding a Transmission



Rebuilding a Water Pump



Installing a Timing Gear
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MAFFI Newsletter Minute
July 2018

Club News

As you can imagine, by now, arrangements are set for
this year’s Model A Day at The Gilmore (Saturday,
September 15th). This year we are pleased to announce six
Model A seminars as part of the events planned. Much
work has been involved in preparing material from our
fellow Model A hobbyists. Three of the seminars are
focused on more technical aspects, including Model A
Glass, Model A Wood and Model A Front End
Alignment. We also have seminars that address other areas
of interest including Shopping on line for Era Fashions,
Preparing Your Model A for Touring and tips and ideas
regarding Buying and Selling a Model A.

Model A Day at our Model A Ford Museum at The
Gilmore offers many opportunities to see a variety of
unique and award winning Model A’s and to learn more
about the Model A through interaction with other
hobbyists and through planned and organized
seminars. We hope you will join by attending Model A
Day on the Gilmore Museum grounds located in Hickory
Corners, Michigan.
Sincerely,
John Begg, President

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)

MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)

250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990

•

•
•
•

FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
NEW ADs
FOR SALE 1929 Fordor Deluxe, original configuration except
for 12v conversion with alternator. Good green paint, good
mohair interior, 4 new whitewall tires. $11,000 obo. Contact
Owen Richardson at (865) 457-2636.
WANTED 1930/31 FRONT BUMPERS Chrome finish not
important, will be painted for a commercial vehicle. Contact
David Hayes, (865) 828-4346 or (865) 828-8440
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)

The Rumble Seat Reviewer July 2018

Page 9

MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

July 21st 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

