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Early June Events

See pictures inside.

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

June is here and that means that this year is almost half over all ready! We had a great trip to historic Rugby. Our club member
John Hicks was one of the honcho’s and helped get us settled in on the front row and in the shade…..thanks from all of us, especially
me as I am still getting over the affects of a left sunburnt arm from the Beaufort SC trip. Saturday morning I had a light bulb
moment. I cut of the foot off an old knee-high sock that I usually use to cover my oil filler tube to help with the oil blow back. Well,
it also made a great sleeve to use on my arm to protect from the sun, and was more comfortable than a
Dr Bob’s
hot long sleeve shirt. It probably looked weird but any port in a storm.
SUN BLOCKER

The Rugby crew consisted of Tim Johnson, Charlie Currier, Bill Gunnel (and friend Frank), John
and Carol Baxter, Tommy and Sue Harrington, yours truly, and Steve Wickizer who took the six
position with his ‘74 Fiat convertible. It was a beautiful early morning drive through the country side
up into Wartburg, Sunbright and into historic Rugby. We all made it home safely but Charlie had
some radiator problems that caused him to remember his tool kit next trip. I left a little earlier because
my co-pilot was home ill.

(pat. pending)

We had a great turn out for the annual picnic at the Cove. We even had our Smoky Mountain Model A Club banners on display.
Thanks to the Lunds, Varadys and Jim Wolfe for his cooking the meat again. Also thanks to all those who brought the delicious
sides, desserts and condiments for us to enjoy. Gary Steadman brought his drone and got some great videos and pictures that are on
the web site if you haven’t already seen them. We also had a new member, Jimmy Valentine, come and spend some time and paid
his dues–welcome aboard Jimmy.
Our monthly meeting is just around the corner, this Saturday, so come and share some food, fellowship and support your Model
A Club.

Our next club meeting is June 16th, at the usual Shoney’s on N. Broadway

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A

COMING EVENTS
June Events
Tuesday, June 12th - Visit with residents of Morning Pointe of Powell Assisted Living Facility
Long-time club members Clayton and Lea Reagan are residents of Morning Pointe and we have been invited to bring our Model
A’s and visit with them and their fellow residents at 7700 Dannaher Drive, Powell, Tennessee. Morning Pointe of Powell is located
on the hill behind Tennova North Hospital just east of I-75 north at Emory Road exit 112. We should plan to arrive at 4:00 pm and
depart around 6:00 pm. We can enjoy impromptu dining at one of the nearby restaurants if we wish.
Thursday, June 14th - Visit with residents of Alexander Guest House Assisted Living Facility.
Join us for another visit with the residents of Alexander Guest House in Oak Ridge. We should plan to arrive there, 85
Kentucky Avenue, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, at around 1:30 pm.

September Events
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford, 9925 Parkside Drive, Knoxville. More details
will be provided here as they become available.

November Events
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”
By Tim Johnson

M

y interest in automobiles began at an early
age, perhaps as early as my ride home in a
basket hooked over the front seat of an ambulance from
St. Mary’s Hospital where I was born September 22,
1944. Seriously, I had an interest in cars as soon as I
was able to comprehend what they were and what they
did. Our family did not have a car until the fall of 1951,
so most of my experiences were in the cars of friends
and family. One of my dad’s best friends was driving a
late 30’s Dodge. I remember riding in that car several
times. The floor shift intrigued me. My dad’s halfbrother, Hayworth Johnson, owned several cars during
his driving years including a Pierce Arrow, Chandler,
Dodge Brothers, Buicks, and lastly, Chevrolets.
My maternal grandparents owned a 1937 Graham,
Clay Reagan and Tim with Tim’s beautiful 1931 Tudor.
later a 1939 Shark Nose model. That car provided
transportation for us until 1950, when my grandfather bought a new Buick Super 4 door. I thought that was the finest car
ever. It was sold and replaced with a ’56 Ranch Wagon. I made my first trip to Florida in that car. An Uncle by
marriage owned a ’34 two door Ford. We laughed as he would open the driver’s door and put his foot out to help stop
that car. He later bought a ’49 Ford, then a ’57.
As I mentioned, our family did not have a car until the fall of 1951, although my dad had owned cars before,
including a ’30 or ’31 Model A Four door, a ’27 Buick, and, I think, a Chevy. In November of 1950, we moved from
Fountain City to Halls Cross Roads, so Dad needed a car to get to work at the North Knoxville Branch of the Hamilton
Bank, and later, Fountain City Bank. He bought a ’47 Studebaker two door, battleship gray in color. That is the first car
that I drove as a 12-year-old, supervised of course. We kept that car until late 1956, and it was traded for a ’54 Chevy
two-ten two door. I loved driving that car.
In the fall of 1967 I met Crockett Kincer. Crockett was a big Dodge Brothers man. He still owned the first car his
father bought in 1921, a Dodge Brothers Touring. My love for the old cars was re-kindled, and I joined AACA for a
number of years. I attended several shows and went on tours with Crockett and Ophelia, yearning to own one of my own
someday. When Crockett passed away in January, 1995, I kept an interest in antique cars, but unfortunately did not
maintain contact with the various clubs, etc. As I approached my 70 th birthday, I decided that if I was ever going to own
an antique auto, I had better make some plans to purchase one. I had always wanted a ’50 Buick like my grandfather’s,
but after some thought, it seemed there would be more fun owning a Model A. So, I began searching the want ads and
the internet for good, solid Model A drivers.
Last July, I attended the annual Piano Technicians Guild convention in Atlanta. Mike Tipton and I shared
transportation and lodging. On the trip down to Atlanta I mentioned to Mike that I was looking for a Model A. He said,
“You need to talk to my father-in-law”. Little did I know that his father-in-law was George Lett. I made arrangements
to see Mr. Lett’s collection and took a first ride in a Model A. I was hooked. I made the decision to go ahead and join
the Smoky Mountain Club, even though I still did not own a car. I had met Bob Wyrick a few years earlier, and I have
known Alberta Johnson Dyer since we were in grammar school together. So, I knew a few members of the club already.
With the club members now aware that I was looking for a car, John Baxter mentioned that he knew of one in Lake
City that was for sale. That led to a trip to visit Eddie McConkey and for John to drive the car and judge if it was one I
should consider. I bought the car that day, making a down payment and payments for a couple of months until I could
(Tim Johnson Continued on page 4)
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(Tim Johnson Continued from page 3)

complete the transaction. I wanted to drive the car in the Veterans’ Day Parade, so I was able to purchase the car earlier
than originally planned and began some of the best times of my life. Thanks to George Lett, John Baxter, Charlie
Currier, Bob Wyrick Frank Trent and others, I was able to keep it on the road most of the time.

I drove the coupe for a couple of years and had a lot of fun with it, but it just wasn’t practical with four
grandkids to take for rides, so I sold the coupe and bought Clay Reagan’s Tudor. It is a great car and all the
family loves it. I have learned a lot about Model A’s with club members’ guidance and hands-on help. I
enjoy challenges and have had a few with the Tudor, but each one was a learning experience and I am grateful
for them.

Here is a “Helpful Tip” sent in by Steve Wickizer.
Recently Steve had occasion to remove the starter from his ‘31 Tudor
because of a broken starter Bendix spring.
As we all know, working alone can result in some very good instances of
creative thinking. Steve came up with a very creative way to ease the process of
holding the starter in position while removing the bolts securing it to the flywheel
housing, as well as taking some of the work out of lifting the starter from the engine
bay.
He looped a couple of bungees around the starter body and hooked them to the
radiator support rod with a fair amount of tension in each bungee as seen in Photo 1.
As seen in Photo 2, a similar procedure can help in removing a
battery from its awkward location under the floor board.

Photo 1

The bungees are of unequal length because Steve hooked them to different parts of the
steering wheel.
If two bungees are joined to achieve the
required length, secure the hooks together with wire
ties, as seen below, to prevent them from slipping
apart.

Photo 2

Thanks, Steve, for sharing this very helpful tip.
This may help someone avoid a sore back!
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Pictures from this year’s Picnic at the Cove.
Gary Steadman has posted some of his excellent pictures on the club’s website. Be sure to
check those out as well.
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Club News

Membership Directory

Please add new members
to your Directory:


Jimmy Vineyard
187 Locust Road
Rutledge, TN 37861

Jimmy owns a 1930 truck
and a 1928 “Doodle Bug.”

(850) 896-8077


Al & Linda Barker
7504 LaRue Lane
Knoxville, TN 37938

The Barkers own a 1928
Closed Cab Pickup.

(865) 696-0087
• If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.

FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
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2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.

Thanks!
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

June 16th 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

