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Join Us at the Picnic Saturday

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

M

ay started off with a six day tour to Beaufort South Carolina. Lin & I and Vicki & Randy Schwerdt left at 9 a.m. on the
2nd to venture down Route 411 then a challenging run over Blood Mountain to end up in Greenwood SC for the night.
The next morning after a carburetor change for “Daisy” we headed down into the low lands of South Carolina ending up in Beaufort.
We had good weather, warm and low humidity, for that area, but my left arm suffered the effect of no sun block….a big mistake as it
haunted me the rest of the time. I had to buy a long sleeve shirt for the trip home.
While we were in Beaufort (Known to many as the home of Marine Corps Recruit Depot—Parris Island), we went to the old
town of Bluffton, very similar to Rugby, but larger and on the water. We returned to Beaufort and took a tour of the very old and
historic area on the water front. Saturday we visited the historic 400 year old Angel Oak Tree, then a tea planation (Bigelow), and
the ocean beach of Edisto Island. We concluded that day with a shrimp boil and BBQ at a home on one of the many inlets.
We took a different route home which included an over night stop in Commerce Georgia which allowed us to visit with Mike of
Mike’s A Fordable in Maysville the next morning. Talk about a kid in a candy store….on steroids.

Ms. Daisy’s makeover at Randy and Vicki's made the trip a big success as I know she would have not survived the trip
otherwise. Thank you both. I learned a great deal about A’s in the process, so I maybe able to help others in the future….paying it
forward.
Our annual Safety Check in April was, again, a tremendous success although less attended than last year. Those that did come
had a great time. Steve Wickizer got a mini brake job in the process. Thanks again to Linda and Vic Varady for hosting plus the
women who provided side dishes and desserts. Many don’t realize how much work this is. Thanks also to Bob Wyrick, “Carburetor
Guru,” for doing the carburetor seminar.
Hope to see you all at the picnic

Our next club meeting is May 19th – The annual picnic.

COMING EVENTS
June Events
Saturday, June 9th - Historic Rugby Classic Car Show & Street Fair.
As announced previously Historic Rugby’s Classic Car Show will be held on Saturday, June 9, 2018 in Rugby, TN on the
beautiful Cumberland Plateau. All makes/models, foreign and domestic as well as street rods, etc. are welcome. There is a $10 fee per
car, spectators are free. Funds go to support the non-profit Historic Rugby.
For the first 50 cars there will be dash plates and a $5.00 off coupon for use at the HRI Café & Commissary as well as door
prizes for car owners. There will also a 50/50 drawing for all.
The event is being held in conjunction with a Street Fair that is being held both June 9 and June 10. The car show is only on
June 9 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm eastern time. This year we will have a special treat- - an antique Pontiac, previously owned by Medal
of Honor winner Alvin York, is in the process of being restored and will be on display. See official flyer and details on page 6.
Tuesday, June 12th - Visit with residents of Morning Pointe of Powell Assisted Living Facility
Long-time club members Clayton and Lea Reagan are residents of Morning Pointe and we have been invited to bring our Model
A’s and visit with them and their fellow residents at 7700 Dannaher Drive, Powell, Tennessee. Morning Pointe of Powell is located
on the hill behind Tennova North Hospital just east of I-75 north at Emory Road exit 112. We should plan to arrive at 4:00 pm and
depart around 6:00 pm. We can enjoy impromptu dining at one of the nearby restaurants if we wish.

September Events
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford, 9925 Parkside Drive, Knoxville. More details
will be provided here as they become available.

November Events
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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Smoky Mountain Model A Club Annual Picnic

O

ur very popular annual picnic at The Cove at Concord Park is scheduled for Saturday, May 19th, beginning at 10 am and
running until 3 pm.

The club has reserved the picnic shelter, which is equipped with a charcoal grill and picnic tables and enough space to
accommodate the entire club. The shelter, located on the shore of Loudon Lake, has adequate parking (special area set aside for
Model A’s only).
The Cove at Concord Park has easy access to the lake for swimming and canoeing/kayaking, a short stroll to a seven-tenths-ofa-mile walking trail, convenient restroom facilities, and a playground for the young un’s.

Volunteers are welcome to come early to help with the picnic preparations, line up the Model A’s, share good times with old
Model A friends, and perhaps make some new friends.
The club will be furnishing the hamburgers/hot dogs and plenty of ice-cold soft drinks and water, so cook up one of your
famous picnic side dishes or desserts and come join us for a good old-fashioned picnic by the lake!
Ken and Jean Lund have made the reservation for the picnic pavilion and Jim Wolfe will be in charge of the cooking.

Past experience tells us that there will be an abundance of delicious home-cooked side dishes and desserts.
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“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”
By Tommy Ethridge

A

round the time I was 12 years old I was walking down the Oak Ridge turnpike and saw a 1928 Model A
sitting on a car lot owned by Zack Carringer next to the A & P store.

I fell in love with that car!
I went home immediately and sat down at the kitchen table and drew a picture of that beautiful car. I wrote a
note to my dad and explained to him that I didn’t have but $18.00 in my bank account and I needed $75 to purchase
the car.
I asked him if he would loan me the money to buy the car.
Dad, of course, didn’t have any extra money so he had to decline my request. I promised to pay him back with
money I made delivering newspapers, mowing grass and selling pop bottles on the side. Dad explained that he knew
that I would repay the loan but he just didn’t have the extra money at the time. This was in 1954 and dad was raising
five kids – he didn’t even have a car of his own at the time.
I vowed at the time that I would own a `28 Model A one of these days.
Some 59 years later and a number of Model A’s bought sold and traded I finally got the Model A I so desired: a
green 1928 Tudor sedan.
With the help, understanding, and friendship of Smoky Mountain Model A Club members I have enjoyed my
experience ever since.
Thanks again friends.

Garage Door Opener Surge Protectors
By Vic Varady

T

his spring has been a quiet season thunderstorm wise. For me, last year and the year before were more
interesting. Each year I lost a garage door opener to an electrical surge due to a lightning strike close by. If
you get a lightning strike close by you could loose a door opener circuit board which can be expensive plus the cost of a
service call. On most of my doors I have installed a wall switch where I can turn off the power and isolate the opener
from surges. Two things would make this strategy fail. First, I can forget or more likely I can be out and want the door
to be operable when I return.
I have found a single outlet surge protector for the garage door openers at Lowe's for about $7 each. They are easy
to install without tools. You unplug the opener, plug in the surge protector and plug the opener into the surge protector.
The ones I purchased have a green LED ready light. The hardest part of this project is getting a ladder in place to reach
the ceiling outlet.
It is also a good idea to use surge protectors for audio equipment, microwave ovens and anything else that you
value.
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Follow-up to Vic’s article on brake repairs at the Safety and Reliability Check in the April issue.
I received the following email from member Richard Lorenz:

This device was made to allow the parts on the left in the picture to slide forward
when pushed by the rear shoe. I think that this might be called "self-actuating
brakes" on some modern cars. I made something like what is shown when I took
that machine shop class by cutting loose the "star" part of a standard front brake
system.

I have a commercially made gizmo like that in my junk collection, but I could not
find it this morning. It has a sort of half-round shape that might allow a greater
length of movement than what I made. The brake shoes must be adjusted for a
close fit in the drum in order for this system to work because of the restricted space
I have a vague memory that John Lingo of Greenville did this with his front
wheels. If true, he might be willing to write a short article about it. Dick L.
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Club News

I'm sad to report that two members of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club have passed away recently.
Bruce Butler Hatcher of Maryville, a former member passed on Thursday May 3. He and his wife Dorothy were
active in the club for a number of years.
Terry Johnson, a long time and still current member, who was in Norris Health and Rehabilitation Center, passed
away Saturday May 5, 2018. Terry had been a member since the very early days of the club.
Our sympathies go out to both of their families. A remembrance was sent to Terry Johnson at Berry Funeral Home

Bob Helsel

Historic Rugby Annual Antique Car Show and Street Fair
your Model A friends for a trip to historic Rugby, Tennessee for this great annual event. The club has participated in this
J oin
festival for the last several years and always had a good time. The drive up to Rugby through the beautiful East Tennessee
springtime beauty is enough, in itself, to make the trip worthwhile.

Come enjoy the hospitality and history of this unique town which
continues to celebrate its early English-settlement roots. Arts, crafts, music,
food, old cars, history, and friendly people . . . what more could you ask!
Bring your lawn chairs so we can visit in the shade.
We will depart the Hardee’s Restaurant, 528 E. Tri County Blvd (Hwy
61), Oliver Springs, at 8:45 am on Saturday, June 9.

Join us for a great Model A outing!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net

•

•

FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
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•

•

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.

FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Picnic in the Park
The Cove at Concord Park

Barbara Mabry
John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

May 19th 2018

Shirley Webber

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Saturday

Bill Snyder

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

