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Club History: Uncovering Artifacts

A

s President Bob mentioned in his column below, a couple of expeditions over the last few months have uncovered and
consolidated some of the Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club’s historical items and other assets which turned up
during the search. Among the club’s assets are various plaques, certificates, banners, photographs, historical documents, and an
assortment of donated tools, some of which may actually be useful (see Vic’s note on page 8).
Among the plaques are at least two containing the names of founding members, past officers, and directors of the club. There
are several framed documents recognizing various club achievements. Two of the more significant documents are pictured below.
They are our original Charters as a Region of the Model “A” Restorers Club (MARC), dated March 1st, 1961; and as a Chapter of
the Model a Ford Club of America (MAFCA), dated January 4th, 1964.

(History Continued on page 6)

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

APPY VALENTINES TO ALL! That day happens to be Ash Wednesday also, the start of
Lent, so don’t give up the Model “A” Club. Instead think of something positive you can do to help out the club. I’ve got
lots of suggestions if you need some, just call me or ask me at the February meeting.
We’ve recently secured the clubs tools and old files. Vic Vardy has agreed to store them over his garage. Thanks to Vic, John
Baxter, and Bob Wyrick this task made the “done” list.
In doing this we found the charter certificate of our founding in MARC on March 1 st 1961. John is going to post a picture of it
in this or a subsequent RSR. In this material was also our MAFCA charter certificate, which is dated January 4 th, 1964.
If you didn’t read my column last month, I listed the 13 founding members of our Club. So you see now in our 57th year we
have quite a long and significantly proud past that we must keep alive and build on to even bigger heights and stature into the future.
(Ms Daisy Continued on page 5)

COMING EVENTS
April Events
Saturday, April 7th - Upcoming 2018 Safety & Reliability is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 7 at the Varady’s

garage. It will begin about 9:00. If you need directions, please call.

As in previous events we will be checking brakes, tires and steering. We will also be adjusting clutches, lights, toe in & doing
tune ups and other useful things.
The club will provide refreshments and lunch. If you would like to bring donuts or something else, please feel free to do so.
As always, wives and significant others are welcome. Friends with Model A's and without are welcome also.
This event is a good recruitment tool so spread the word. Please let me know a few days ahead of time if you will be coming
so we can have enough food and chairs for everyone.
Hopefully, the weather will cooperate. If not, we will reschedule this to the next Saturday.

May Events
Saturday, May 12th - Ramp Festival, Newport fairgrounds. Contact the Bohanans or the Pollards for further
information about this event.
Saturday, May 19th - Annual Picnic in the Park. Ken Lund has again reserved the picnic pavilion at The Cove in
Concord Park for our annual picnic, from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
June
Saturday, June 9th - Historic Rugby Classic Car Show & Street Fair. Watch this space for more details in
future issues.
Saturday, June 16th - Car Show, Newport fairgrounds; more details here as they become available.
September
International Model “A” Day. Plans are in the making-- keep an eye on this space for more details.

November
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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January 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Barbara Mabry, Secretary

T

he Smoky Mountain Model A Club’s monthly meeting was held Saturday, January 20, 2018, at Shoney’s Restaurant on
North Broadway in Knoxville.

Call To Order:

President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. There were 40 members and guests present. Steve Wickizer
introduced his guest Crystal Mount, Jim Wolfe’s son-in-law Gary Steadman was in attendance again and was acknowledged for the
wonderful pictures he takes at some of our events and Burt Anderson brought John Davenport as his guest.
Member Updates:
Jerry Gilpin and Bill & Dorothy Snyder were able to attend the meeting tonight. Glad to have Bill & Gail Gray back. Jerry
reported that Joyce has a three-wheel scooter so we had better watch out. Jimmy Sexton has finished part of his chemo, the
Matlocks are home from the hospital and doing well, Earl Fairbanks is progressing but Marty is not doing as well and the Sailors
are doing okay,
Minutes:
The minutes from the December 16, 2017, meeting were approved by acclamation as recorded in the January 2018 newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report:

The treasurer’s report was approved. Shirley reported an ending balance of $5,527.93 in the club’s checking account.
Old Business:
Member Demographics Update: Cards were distributed to members to update pertinent information to assist with the 2018
club roster and data base.
Club Dues: Annual dues should be paid by January 1 of each year. There was discussion about how to handle late payment if
not received by January 31. No decision was finalized.
Club Jackets: Jackets are blue with the club name on the back and personal name on the front. There are two styles to choose
from. The Webbers modeled their jackets and then members signed up for which style they wanted. Bill Snyder is coordinating
the orders.
Christmas Party 2017: Bob expressed thanks to the Jones and Bohanans for securing the church fellowship hall, to Linda
Varady for organizing the food menu and to all those who participated.
Mary Lee reported that someone left a black leather jacket at the party.
Tours/Events Updates:
•

Third Saturday of each month: Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City (8-11a.m.) Contact Jim Wolfe for more information

•

April 7: Tentative date scheduled for tech session/safety check at Vic Varady’s

•

May 11-12: Ramp Festival in Newport, TN. Mary Lee passed out pamphlets detailing information

•

May 19: Club picnic and meeting in Cove at Concord Park (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.) Ken Lund is coordinating

•

June 9: Rugby Car Show. John Hicks has information

•

June 16: Newport Car Show

•

September: Model A Day

•

November: Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville

•

December 15: Christmas Party and Dirty Santa gift exchange at Fountain City Presbyterian Church
(January Meeting Minutes Continued on page 5)
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Follow-up on Kidde Fire Extinguisher Recall

Don’t let this
be your car!

By Vic Varady

A

fter reading about the Kidde Fire Extinguisher recall and hearing about it from several
friends, I decided to do a survey of my home and vehicle fire extinguisher collection.
This took some time as I did not collect all the required information at the first pass and I had to
make a second pass to get all the models, manufacturing dates and serial numbers.

After I gathered all the required information I called Kidde (1-855-262-3540) and spoke
with a Customer Service Agent. They gave me a Case ID number and took my information. She
said that it would be after Christmas and before the end of January that I would be getting
replacement units. Sure enough, the first four came right after Christmas and the next seven came
two weeks later. It took about a week for me to gather the old units and repackage them in the boxes that the new ones came in. I
applied the shipping labels (with hazardous designation) and called FedEx for a pick-up. They arranged for the pick-up the next day.
All of the affected units had plastic valves and were not refillable. On most of the units the needle on the pressure gauge
showed a reading in the red area. None had been discharged by use. A few looked good. Of all the units in my house and garage, all
were Kidde except for two. Both of those other ones were in the red zone. The replacement units have metal valves and the box says
that they are refillable. I have not called one of the local fire extinguisher refill shops to verify this.
Kidde made fire extinguishers for many brands including Fire Away, Fuller Brush, Home, Mariner, Montgomery Ward,
Sanford, Sears, Traveler, Volunteer, XL and others. A complete list is available on the Kidde website. Kidde is one of the United
Technology companies that manufacture Otis Elevators and Pratt & Whitney jet engines and many other things.

Fire extinguishers come in many sizes but only the smaller and medium ones are applicable to our needs.
2.5 lbs 1-A:10-B:C

$20

5 lbs

$30

2-A:20-B:C

10 lbs 3-A:30 or 40-B:C $40
Home Depot (Kidde), Lowes (First Alert-Ansul) and Wal-Mart (Kidde) carry various sizes and Wal-Mart is a few dollars less
expensive for an equivalent extinguisher. You should check your house and vehicles and replace what has been recalled and get new
ones where you do not have any.
It is very important that each of our cars has an
operable, and easily accessible fire extinguisher on board.

I gave one to my son who lost a car in New England some years ago due to a transmission oil line spraying fluid on an exhaust
pipe.. He did not have an extinguisher in the car and the restaurant that we stopped at had a large one that was empty. I will be
checking all my other cars to make sure they all have operable units.
The new units are guaranteed for 6 years. I put a sticker (Brother label) on each new unit with the month and year that it was
put in service. I am waiting for the final batch of four to arrive.
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(Ms. Daisy Continued from page 1)

To paraphrase John F. Kennedy, “Ask not what your club can do for you, but what you can do for your club”. So before we
get too big a swelled head from pride, we need to focus on what we should do as far as tours, events and activities to make this
another great year of fun and activities. Bring your suggestions and ideas and willingness to help and contribute at our February
meeting.
In case you missed it at the last meeting, we now have very our own Smoky Mountain Model A Club Facebook page. It is still
a work in progress, as I’ve never been on Facebook myself ‘til a couple of weeks ago. I had to sign up and have a page in order to
make the club page. So if you’re so inclined and can, go to the page and check it out. Give us a thumbs up and a “like” and even a
(nice) comment if you will.

We got Scott Weil’s 1931 Cabriolet running after a 6 months (unplanned) rest, by installing a rebuilt distributor, a coil and
wire. Scott took a video to share with the prior owner, his dad, as it sounded good and ran very well. I subsequently got the video
clip loaded on to our Facebook page. I’ll repost it again right before the next meeting. Scott is the 3rd generation in this car, which
was purchased by his grandfather in about 1940. There’s a head-on picture of it on there as well
Having a Facebook page is the way to attract younger potential members and get them involved. A 20-year-old member of the
Smoky Mountain Classic Thunderbird Club shared this with me. I hope our younger members will agree.

Our next club meeting is February 20th, At Shoney’s at 4032 North Broadway

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

(January Meeting Minutes Continued from page 3)

New Business:
Soda can collection for Ronald McDonald House: Lin Helsel volunteered to handle.
Club Tools: The club tools need to be moved from storage at Jimmy Sexton’s building. Vic Varady has volunteered to
store them in the attic above his garage.
Smoky Mountain Model A Ford Facebook: We now have a page on Facebook. There is also a group page for members

only.
Other business:
Considering changing the venue of Model A Day from Ray Varner Ford to Lenoir City Ford or Ted Russell Ford.
Mystery Photo: David Dyer is the mystery photo in the last newsletter
Show and Tell: Gary Steadman brought a picture of a car in Erie, PA that he wanted someone to identify. Bill Snyder
shared that he has a VHS of a Yokohama, Japan Model A.
50/50 Raffle: The 50/50 raffle was won by Bill Gunnell. Additional prizes were won by Bob Wyrick, Bill Gunnell, Randy
Schwerdt, Bill Snyder and Steve Wickizer.
With no further business items to discuss, the meeting adjourned.
The next regular monthly meeting will be held February 17 at Shoney’s on Broadway.
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(History Continued from page 1)

MARC, founded in 1952, holds as its aims the encouragement of members to acquire, restore, preserve and exhibit the Model
“A” Ford. And most importantly, to enjoy the fellowship of other Model “A” Ford owners around the world.
MAFCA is a national historical society dedicated to the restoration and preservation of Model “A” Ford vehicles as
manufactured from 1928 through 1931, and is dedicated to the restoration, preservation, and enjoyment of Ford vehicles of that era.
MAFCA is the largest club in the world dedicated to one make of automobile, according to their website.
The Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club is also associated with the Model A Ford Foundation, Incorporated ( MAFFI).
MAFFI was formed in December 1986 as the Model A Ford Club of America Foundation. The name was changed to the Model A
Ford Foundation, Incorporated ( MAFFI) - (to avoid confusion between the two names) by California on August 7, 1989 and the IRS
on October 17,1989. Thus, the Model A Ford Foundation, Inc. (MAFFI, as we know it today) dates from that time -- October 17,
1989.
Our founding charter members were Frank Abbott, Jim Bell, Clay Butcher, Charles Coulter, Kenneth Coulter, Arthur Gibson,
David Phibbs, William Johnson, Blake McCampbell, Emory McCampbell, George Tate, Leonard Webb, and Bobby Hamilton. This
group, endorsed by the East Tennessee Region of MARC, became recognized officially as the Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club
on March 1st, 1961, beginning what will very soon be 57 years of great Model “A” Ford fun!
A look at the membership records shows that we have approximately 83 active family or individual members for 2018 and over
170 past members for the most recent past several years. This indicates that the Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club is a very active
force in the preservation and enjoyment of the famous Model “A” Ford.

Hopefully, in the near future, these interesting historical items can be assembled and displayed at a club meeting or event.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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Club News
2018 Dues ($25) are now officially PAST DUE!
Please pay your dues as soon as possible so that we can bring the roster for
mailing/emailing your Rumble Seat Reviewer up to date.

The earlier we pay our dues, the earlier the 2018 Membership Directory can be in
our hands.
Pay your dues at the next meeting or mail them to :
Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O. Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

2018 Membership Directory
If you have not updated your information for the Club Directory, please contact
Bob Helsel or John Baxter.
The 2018 Membership Directory is now being prepared and we hope to issue it,
with all the current and correct information before the March meeting.

Thanks!

LOST JACKET?
A leather jacket was found after the Christmas party at the Fountain City Presbyterian
church.

If you misplaced this jacket, you can claim it by contacting Gordon or Mary Lee Bohanan
at (865) 805-3887.
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Smoky Mountain Model “A” Tools
By Vic Varady

A few weeks ago an assortment of the club tools were moved to the upstairs of my garage.
I have a list of them and will bring a few copies to the meeting. I will also put together a sign
out sheet. Tools can be loaned to members for a month.

We have a few things that I expect we will be selling that have very little general use. These
include a babbit melting pot and a very heavy cylinder boring machine.
I have walled off a small area at the top of the stairs where the tools will be located.
Please look over the tools when you are at our annual Safety and Reliability event in early
April.
Vic

Model A Mystery Kid
February Mystery Kid

his fellow is one of the more recent
members and a very active Model “A” driver.
He joined the club in December 2016 when
he bought his 1931 Tudor.
He trailered it to Knoxville in February 2017
and has driven it 4,000 miles in the first 12
months!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•
•

•

•
•

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
FOR SALE 1931 Rolling Chassis, Matching numbers, not
running. $1,500 obo. Bob Wyrick (865) 244-6886.

•
•

•

WANTED: ’30-’31 right rear fender (coupe). Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)
AVAILABLE for the ASKING. PlastiKote® paint, several
cans of each:
[Engine Enamel]
Ford Red 206
Chevy Blue 201
Chevy Orange 200
GM Corp. Blue 221
Alpine Green 225
Chrysler Blue 232

[Miscellaneous]
School Bus Yellow T-29
Gold Wheels 619
Gray/White Trunk Paint 500
High Heat White HP-12
High Heat Aluminum HP-14

Also have a lot of fuses for the older and/or foreign cars.
Types AGA, AGL, AGW, AGX, AGY, GBC, GBF, QTY, and SFE.
Many different amperage ratings from 1/2 to 50 amps. Most are in
packs of 5. Jerry Gilpin (865) 908-9249 or jgjg4evr@charter.net

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.

Thanks!

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

February 17th, 2018

Shirley Webber
Barbara Mabry

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

