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SOLAR ECLIPSE DAY TRIP TO SPRING CITY
By Randy Schwerdt

T

he Total Solar Eclipse day trip to Spring City, TN was a “SUN”ning success. Eighteen cars made the trip with no
problems.

The Nature Park that the city let us use was just about perfect with lots of shade and restroom facilities close by. From what I
could tell, everyone found a spot and relaxed with member friends and stayed cool waiting for the big event. The show did not
disappoint anyone and was truly a once in a life time Model “A” day to remember.
Thanks to all the folks that made the trip even though it was a bit of a traffic jam going home. I hope to be able to make the
next one in 2024.

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

T

his year has gone way too fast for me. It seems like yesterday we were playing dirty Santa at the
Christmas party. Now it’s early September as I’m writing this and our trip to the Bush Bean
Plant will be in the history books as you are reading this. Thanks in advance to Frank Trent for organizing
this event.
We had a great turn out for the club’s trip to Spring City. We had 20 Model A's of all types plus Tom Ethridge’s ‘56 Buick, as
his “A” was not road ready. We had a few others who joined in regular cars to make it quite a crowd. We split up into small groups
and went slightly different routes, but all arrived at the Nature Park without any car troubles that I’m aware of. Thanks to Randy and
Vicki Schwerdt for all the efforts in making this a trip of a life-time. We all had safe eclipse glasses because of their efforts as well.
I hope I’m road worthy for the 2024 eclipse which will be a little further away but definitely worth the trip. As the experts have
said, once you see a total solar eclipse you will never be able to forget the feelings and awesomeness of the event.
We’ve all heard of the tragic events in Texas and Louisiana from Hurricane Harvey and its disastrous effects. I would like the
Smoky Mountain Model A Club to make a monetary donation to the relief efforts. The club’s board will have met already when you
read this to get this underway. We will update you at the next club meeting, which is on the 16th of this month. Don’t forget to come
and enjoy food, fun and Model A fellowship.
International Model A Day is on Sept 16th, (the same day as the meeting) at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton…..see details
elsewhere in this Rumble Seat Reviewer. We will still have our monthly meeting that evening as usual at Shoney’s on N. Broadway.

Bring your appetite, ideas and enthusiasm.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

COMING EVENTS

September Events:
•

Saturday, September 16th: International Model A Day at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton, Tennessee.
September is here and that means International Model A Day. So, mark your calendars for Saturday, September 16 th to meet
at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton around 9:00 am.

Ray has agreed to again host our club along with any other Model A owners who wish to participate.
Ray Varner Ford is located on Highway 61 (2026 N. Charles G. Seivers Blvd) just off I-75 North, Clinton exit 122.

October Events:
•

Note: Date is pending: Top Wrench Competition at the Air National Guard Base at McGee-Tyson. This event was scheduled
for October 27th, but is now undecided because of the death of the previous coordinator.
Richard Crook and Vic Varady will have further details later.

•

November Events:
Friday, November 10th: 92nd Annual Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

Depart Broadway Shopping Center (near St. Mary’s Hospital) at 9:15 am and convoy to the assembly point at the Civic
Coliseum where the parade will step off at 10:45 am.

December Events:
•

Annual Christmas Dinner. Planning/scheduling for this popular annual event will begin soon. Bring your ideas to the next
monthly meeting.
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August Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

The August meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:40pm on Aug. 19th by President Bob
Helsel at Shoney's.
Guests included Susannah Morgan's Dad, Ralph, and his friend Sara. The Matlocks also brought a friend. Varadys'
granddaughter, Grace, served as honorary Sargent-at- Arms; patrolling the room and keeping order.
In the health update: Jerry Gilpin was in attendance and reported that he and Joyce were doing well. There was no news
on the Fairbanks.
A motion to approve the July minutes, as printed in the newsletter, was made and the minutes were approved by
acclamation.
President Helsel gave an abbreviated Treasurer's report as Shirley Webber was unable to attend the meeting. He said the
only expenses were for the printing and postage for the newsletter.
Up Coming Events:
tour.

August 21st : Solar Eclipse Viewing. Randy Schwerdt passed out information and finalized plans for the Solar Eclipse
September 9th : Tour to Bush Beans lead by Frank Trent.

October 27th: Richard Crook reported that the Top Wrench Competition at the Air National Guard Base at McGee-Tyson
would probably need to be postponed due to death of the man who was in charge of preparations. He said he would keep us
updated.
November 10th : Veterans Day Parade
New Business:
Ken Lund talked about his trip to the Gilmore and Cord Museums. He reported that they were both well worth the 10
hour drive and might be a good destination for a Club trip. He also encouraged members to watch the History Channel's show
“Cars that made America” He was sure they would find it very interesting and informative.
President Helsel reported on the upcoming officers election to be held in November. Anyone interested in running for
office is encouraged to contact the nominating committee, consisting of Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber.
President Helsel said he is not planning on running again. There are also three Board of Directors, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Vice President positions to be filled.
Members then voted on whether to continue the Mystery Member Photo or replace it with a Mystery Model A Part
Photo. They voted on doing both. So get those photos in to either John Baxter or Bob Helsel.
Richard Crook then demonstrated his adaptation of his Solar Eclipse glasses, where he had attached them to a paper plate
and added a string to tie them on over your regular glasses. The plate also added increased peripheral protection from the
sun's rays.
President Helsel then adjourned the meeting at 7:27PM.

The next meeting will be the at Shoney's on N. Broadway on September 16th.

Sara Fensod, wife of Art Fensod, passed away on July 28, 2017 after a long stay in a nursing facility in Loudon. She and
Art were married for 12 years. Although she spent many years in Florida, she had roots in the Knoxville area. Services were held
in Florida.
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club extends its condolences to the Fensod Family.
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Wheel Balancer
By Vic Varady

A

t the Safety Seminar in April, Randy Schwerdt brought out a portable wheel balancer that fit into a bench vise
and he checked the balance on a few wheels with tires. It looked like a good idea and I had a lot of parts so I
thought it would be a good idea to build one for my shop. I have an old Sears bubble balancer that works well. The
only drawback to that balancer is that you need to take the hub caps off 19 inch wheels to see the bubble and it is near
impossible to use on 21 inch wheels.
I needed to buy a few things and the total cost was about $45.














½ inch-NPT pipe tap, $23
Dorman wheel spacer, #711-916, ¼-in. thick, 5 ½-in. bolt circle for 5 or 6 bolt wheels, $18
Front wheel hub
Front wheel hub bolts (5)
Front wheel spindle
Inner and outer wheel bearings and races
Front hub grease retainer washer
Front axle nut and cotter pin
½-inch pipe nipple 3-in. long, Qty 2
½-inch pipe nipple 6-in. long
½-inch 45 degree elbow, Qty 2

The ½-inch pipe was the right size to fit into the lower bushing of the spindle, but it did not easily thread in. I
bought the pipe tap and it made screwing the pipe nipple into the spindle easy and firm. I continued using the pipe
elbows and nipples to get a portable fixture that could be mounted to a bench vise. The arrangement provided enough
room to mount the wheel and tire to the fixture in the vise.
The hub had the bolts already removed so I had to either get them swaged in or use John Baxter's suggestion to spot
weld them on. I welded them to the hub. I cleaned up some used wheel bearings and put some grease and light oil in
them. These were installed in the hub and the hub was installed on the spindle. I carefully tightened the axle nut and
washer and installed a cotter pin.
The first attempt at balancing a wheel revealed that the bolt shoulders were too long and the bolts were also too
long. I bought the aluminum wheel spacer at O'Reilly's and everything fit nicely with no side to side movement.
You need to slowly spin the wheel to see where the heavy side is. Do this at least 4 or 5 times to be sure. Add
wheel weights to the back side of the wheel (for looks) until you get a random stopping of the wheel.

I checked the balance against my bubble balancer and everything checked out.
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Club
News

Any of you “Old Timers”
remember this?

Susannah Morgan models the latest “1929 fashions” while driving her 1929 Tudor
“Miss Rosie” to the August meeting.

Who is that
masked man?

Richard Crook models the latest “2017 style” in solar eclipse viewing
glasses at the August meeting.

September Mystery Kid

This young lady has been a member of the
Smoky Mountain Model A Club for many years.
She has been known to pull routine
maintenance on the family Model A under the
watchful eye of her husband.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•

•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New nozzle
with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00.$150.00 Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net

•

•

•
•

TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior,
poly Dutchess Blue paint, lots of
spare parts and documentation of
the restoration. Asking $12,000 or
trade. Steven Kear (865) 5560990
FOR SALE 1931 Rolling Chassis, Matching numbers, not
running. $1,500. Bob Wyrick (865) 244-6886.
FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.

WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.

DO YOU WISH YOUR MODEL A HAD AN OVERDRIVE?
Steve Wickiser is trying to find interested parties to make a group purchase of Mitchell Overdrive Units for the
Model A. You may save some $$ on shipping.
If you have been contemplating adding this popular accessory to your touring vehicle, please see Steve at the next
meeting or call him at (423) 883-3283.

Experienced help, shop facilities, and installation tools are readily available to you through several Smoky Mountain
Model A Club members if you choose to install an overdrive.
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MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

September 16th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

