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International Model A Day Celebrated

O

n Saturday, September 10th, a baker’s dozen
Model A’s converged on the front lot of Ray
Varner Ford in Clinton, Tennessee creating an 85-year
contrast to the new Fords sharing the lot.
Darrell Davis towed his well-equipped trailer behind
his beautiful red Fordor and set up a shelter from the sun,
complete with easy chairs for the
enjoyment of the participants.

Randy Schwerdt again set up his Hubley Racetrack for the entertainment of all the “kids”
with racing on their minds; certainly a safer way to get our thrills without risking our fullsize Model A’s!
More pictures on page 2
Although the event was not
“Officially Sanctioned” by any recognized racing association, I understand that some hotly
contested and exciting grudge matches took place among those brave enough to enter their individual racing Hubleys.
Vicki Schwerdt’s National 1st Place, race-winning, Hubley Phaeton was at the track, but no one was allowed to touch it! Bob
Wyrick will contact Vicki about conducting a seminar on building a race winner!

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

WOW Here it is October! Seems like I blinked and September just vanished. But on further
reflection I did go on two tours at the beginning and the end of the month. The first was the Fun with Dick
and Jane Tour in Rome, Georgia. After Saturday’s UT win over UGA we may not be welcome to come back again. . . oh, well. We
accompanied the Fairbanks and Schwerdts on a somewhat warm but very well-run outing. Saw lots of interesting historic sites and
great pre-fall scenery and wild life.
We visited Berry College which has a whole multi-building complex built by Henry Ford donations. I had a flat tire to deal with
along with a perplexing electrical problem, finally tracked down to a loose connections on the back of the amp meter (it really does act
like a fuse).
The MAFCA Southeastern Tour Group outing at the end of the month was attended by the same 3 players. Thanks Randy and
Vicki for being the GPS leader on both. This last trip had us on the Blue Ridge Parkway around Asheville, North Carolina. Hopefully
there will be more about these trips in this or future RSR’s.
I’m sorry to miss the next trip this month but look forward the events in November.
The October meeting coming up is time for nominations for next years officers. We need some people to volunteer to step up and
serve and help this great club become even greater. No Model A expertise is required, just your enthusiasm, ideas and a willingness to
give some time effort to help the club run. . . it can’t do it by itself!! So come on and pitch in. We’ll all be better for it!

Coming Events Details
Fall Color Tour --Overnight to Fall Creek Falls State Park
October 22nd -23rd, 2016 (Saturday – Sunday)



Saturday 9:00 am Leave from Oliver Springs Hardees, 528 E Tri-County Blvd (Hwy 61). Follow scenic country roads
to Crossville. Dine at the Cumberland Mountain State Park Restaurant.



Saturday Afternoon After lunch, depart via more scenic back roads to Fall Creek Falls State Park.



Sunday Morning

After leisurely breakfast and/or lunch, depart for home.

Fall Color Tour --Day Trip
Saturday, October 22nd, 2016



Saturday 9:00 am Leave from Oliver Springs Hardees, 528 E Tri-County Blvd (Hwy 61). Follow scenic country roads
to Crossville. Dine at the Cumberland Mountain State Park Restaurant.



Saturday Afternoon After lunch, depart via your own chosen route to home base.
Friday, November 11th --Knoxville’s 91st Veterans Day Parade

Depart Broadway Shopping Center (near St. Mary’s Hospital) at 9:15 am and convoy to the assembly point at the Civic
Coliseum where the parade will step off at 10:40 am.

More from International Model A Day
Thanks to Bob Wyrick for once again
coordinating this event; to Randy Schwerdt for staging
the popular Hubley Derby races; to Anita Pollard for
obtaining the beautiful International Model A Day
patches for the attendees;
and to Ray Varner for
graciously allowing the
use of his facility, Ray
Varner Ford, and for
providing cool
refreshments on a hot, hot
day.
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September Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary
The September 17th meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at 6:32 PM.
In health news, it was reported that Frank Trent has shingles, Joyce Gilpin is still having a difficult time with her back pain and
John Pace is recovering nicely from knee surgery. We hope they all have a speedy recovery and are able to join us again soon.
vote.

There was a motion to approve the minutes as printed in the August Rumble Seat Reviewer. The motion was approved by voice

Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance in the treasury of $5,705.79. There were expenses for restoring the Club plaque and a
donation of $300.00 to the Model A Ford Museum. Jerry also asked for help with the Treasurers job. He said he has compiled a
comprehensive job description and is willing to share his expertise with others. With elections coming up in November, he said that
due to personal issues he is finding it very difficult to assure his attendance at club meetings and would appreciate someone else
taking over his duties.
Ken Lund reported that there were 21cars at the club picnic last month and said he would try for an earlier, cooler date for next
year. The members present acclaimed, by voice vote, that they liked the present location and that May or June would be more
pleasant.
Randy Schwerdt gave a brief summary of the Dick and Jane Tour that he and the Fairbanks and the Helsels attended in Rome,
GA. He said everyone enjoyed the event even though there were a few cars issues along the way.
International Model A Day was Sept 10th at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton. There were 13 cars in attendance and there were a
few people that expressed an interest in joining the Club. Randy brought his Hubley track and everyone enjoyed the races.
President Helsel told anyone who ordered name tags that they can pick them up from him.
Randy Schwerdt reported on the upcoming Fall Color Tour scheduled for Oct 22nd to Fall Creek Falls State Park. He explained
that you can make this a one-or two-days tour. We will leave Friday morning, October 22nd, from Hardee's in Oliver Springs. We
then have a scenic drive to Cumberland State Park for lunch. After that, those who are doing the one-day tour can head back home
and those doing two days will proceed to Fall Creek Falls Resort. There will be time for relaxing at the resort before dinner. Randy
suggested bringing fishing gear. We will leave for a leisurely drive home Sunday morning. The tour will be about 200 miles all
told.
Next, VP Bill Snyder told about plans for a Dinner Show at The Majestic Theater in Pigeon Forge on November 4th. It will be
an American Hit Parade Show with music from the 50's, 60's and 70's. The club will pick up all but $10 of the cost of each ticket.
There are 60 tickets reserved and anyone wishing to attend must have the $10/person in to the Club by the October 15th meeting.
The Club will participate in the Veterans' Day parade on Friday November 11th. Details at the October meeting.
The Christmas Party and Dirty Santa will be December 17th at the Presbyterian Church in Fountain City. Details to follow.
Anita Pollard said that anyone going to the Maynardville Heritage Fair on October 1st should meet at Hwy 31 in Halls and
drive to Wilson Park. They will be leaving at 9:00 AM.
John Baxter said that the Ford Tri Motor airplane will be at Island Park in October. He said those who attended last time had a
very nice day. Details soon.
President Helsel reported that the club post office box will be moved to a more convenient location. He will let us know where
as soon as it is done.
The nomination committee for the November elections will consist of Susanna Morgan, Ken Lund and Vic Varady. Anyone
interested in running for office should contact any one of them. More information on this is elsewhere in this newsletter.
The mystery photo this month was John Baxter.
In the Show and Tell part of the meeting Jim Wolfe had an old oil can with a Model A Ford logo that he had recently acquired.
Randy Schwerdt had a gear shift spring to display and Marty Fairbanks told about their visit to Berry College during the Dick and
Jane Tour. She said the campus was beautiful and that the students had to work for their tuition. They used to grow their own food
and that Henry Ford had donated tractors for them to use.
The 50/50 raffle was won by Darryl Davis this month. His prize was $33. Cruz Mabry expertly assisted with the drawing.
Other winners were Vic Varady, Nick Mabry, John Dee and Marty Fairbanks.
President Helsel adjourned the meeting at this time. The next meeting will be October 15th at Shoney's on N. Broadway,
Knoxville.
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Steering Wheel Repair
by Robert K. (Bob) Wyrick

M

y latest venture into Model A restorations involved restoring a
torn and tattered A steering wheel. This came about when I
came into possession of a 1930 Tudor with a seven-tooth steering box. It
had a 1930-style wheel with a splined hub to accommodate the seventooth box. Needless to say, finding a good one would be practically
impossible so repairing the existing one was the only practical solution.

Typical primitive artwork

After extensive search of the available literature I could only come
up with one article on the subject. But my friend, John Baxter, came to my
rescue with a book1 written by a professional steering wheel restorer. This
helped me to find the right materials and techniques to do a credible
restoration job.
After the first wheel was completed it turned out so well I did four more for an encore. It was then I decided to write on the
subject. John has said, “Don’t tell me how to do it if you ain’t done it.” So, five wheels don’t make an expert, but at least it should
lend some credibility to the subject. Here are a few things I learned along the way.
The Model A wheel is made of a hard rubber-like material which tends to crack over the years. Also, you may find cuts and
carvings made by less than stellar artists of the past. Some of the finer cracks will have to be opened with a Dremel® tool to
accommodate enough epoxy to hold
properly. There may also be a
Typical areas for cracks
buildup of dirt and dried material on
the back of the rim which will have
to be removed by sanding or with a
fine-tooth rasp.
Lightly sand the entire wheel with a
medium grade of sandpaper to
remove the buildup of surface dirt.
Clean the cracks enabling the epoxy
to properly adhere. Next clean the
grooves in the outer wheel rim with
a screwdriver tip or better yet, make
a tool to re-cut or sharpen the grooves.
The next step is to fill the cracks with epoxy. Here is where I relied on the expert who used an old product PC-7 which is a
two-part paste mix that gives you at least an hour setup time. I had some difficulty finding this product, but eventually found it at
Downtown Hardware in Oak Ridge. I learned it dates back to 1954 and they have carried it since 1957.
Make sure the cracks are clean and deep enough to properly bond even if you have to cut to the metal core. Use a squeegee or
dampen your hands with lacquer thinner and press in the epoxy leaving it high enough on the surface to be worked down properly.
Let the epoxy cure for three or four hours then work it into shape. I found a small rasp to be the most important tool for
shaping the basic outline of the wheel. The next day will find the epoxy hard enough for sanding and the final working before
painting. Don’t shortcut the process for, like all painting, proper preparation is ninety percent of a good job.
I decided to paint the entire wheel since several attempts at color mixing the epoxy proved futile. While others have used
lacquer, I decided to go with epoxy primer and urethane paint for durability. My friend, Jim Valentine, helped with this process and
was able to mix the paint to a dull black finish almost exactly like the original wheel.
Restoring a steering wheel is not all that difficult, but it is painstaking and above all dirty. The black dust from sanding can be
a mess, so dress accordingly.
(STEERING WHEEL Continued on page 6)
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Coming Events
October Events:


Saturday October 15th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway



Saturday--Sunday, October 22--23 Fall Color Tour. Randy Schwerdt is planning this tour of beautiful Tennessee back
roads. Randy has chosen routes that allow either one-day or two-day participation. Tours will terminate at Cumberland
Mountain State Park for the “day-trippers” and at Fall Creek Falls State Park for the “over-nighters.” For more details, attend
the October meeting or call Randy at (865) 657-9263.

IMPORTANT!!
Please call Randy Schwerdt (865-657-9263) or email (randyvicki@gmail.com) with your plans to do the Day Trip only or
the Overnight to Fall Creel Falls and if you will be having lunch at Cumberland Mountain State Park with us on Saturday.
I've made a lunch reservation and need to give them an accurate count several days before we arrive. Thanks, Randy.


Saturday October 29th, The Experimental Aircraft Association, EAA, will be operating their vintage 1929 Ford Tri-Motor
airplane from Downtown Island Airport (DKX). Meet at the airport (2701 Spence Place, Knoxville) at 1:30 pm. We will meet
in the airport parking lot and make arrangements to be escorted through the security gate as a group. Once inside we will be
allowed the opportunity to stage our Model A’s on the apron for photos with the Tri-Motor at a convenient time between flights.

November Events:


Friday November 4th Dinner and Music at “The American Hit Parade.” See important details below.



Friday November 11th Annual Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville. See page 2 for details about meeting place and time for
the parade.



Saturday November 19th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway.

December Events:


Saturday December 17th, Annual Christmas Party at Fountain City Presbyterian Church. More details next month. No
meeting at Shoney’s this month.

Really Big Show--November 4th

T

his year’s treat to ourselves is The American Hit Parade Dinner and Show at The Grand Majestic Theater in Pigeon
Forge, 2330 Parkway, Pigeon Forge, TN 37863.

The show consists of 50s, 60s, 70s music plus whatever else happens. We have reserved our seating on Friday, November 4,
2016.
We need to be at the theater by 6:45 pm to eat with the show starting at 8:00 pm.
Our meal, as of now, consists of meatloaf, chicken nuggets, potato's, vegetable's, rolls, dessert and drink.
As in the past the club is paying for all except $10.00 from each club member. We will need everyone's $10.00 deposit by our
October 15, 2016 meeting so we can get the total count and money's to the theater a couple days later.
If you cannot attend the meeting, please send the deposit to Treasurer Jerry Gilpin or Bill Snyder before the meeting.
Also as in the past there is no dancing on the tables or singing louder than the performers.
America's Hit Parade is a singin’ and dancin’ sensation taking you through many of the greatest hits of the decades. Celebrate
this musical evolution with music from the 50's, 60's, and 70's, featuring Classic Rock, Rock-n-Roll, Disco, American Pop and a
"One-of-a-Kind Military Tribute" to the men and women of the Armed Forces.
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Treasurer's Post: September 17th, 2016
By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Treasurer's Report
Balance 9/17/16

$5,467.76

Deposits

It’s not to early to begin thinking
about your 2017 dues.
Still only $25 per year!

$53.00

50/50

33.00

License toppers

20.00

Debits

$302.00

P.O. Box Rental
Dinner Theater Deposit

102.00
200.00

Payable before 31 Dec

Don’t miss out on upcoming news
and events
Ending Balance: 10/15/16

$5,218.76

(STEERING WHEEL Continued from page 4)

TOOLS
Small rasp with both medium and coarse teeth, flat on one side,
rounded on the other.
Screwdriver or grooving tool.
Dremel tool with straight grinding shaft.
Small squeegee.
Foam sanding blocks, medium and fine grit.
Sand paper, medium and fine.
Steel wool, fine.
Finished wheel on paint stand.
PRIMER AND PAINT:
Epoxy primer.
Sherwin Williams (polain) urethane paint premix flat black 1 part; catalyst 1 part; flattener ¼ part; thinner ¼ part.
Epoxy Mix PC-7 by Protective Coating Co. of Allentown, PA.
REFERENCES:
1.

“Steering Wheel Restoration Handbook,” from Antiques and Milestone, 4th Edition, 1992 by Jack Turpin, Q#6 Box 6053
Mountain Meadows Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30525.

2.

“Patching Up that Cracked and Damaged Model A Steering Wheel,” by Norman Rowe, “How to Restore Your Model A”,
Vol. 8, pg. 44.

This article is reprinted from the Rumble Seat Reviewer, December, 2010 issue.
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SMMAC Ballot for 2017 Officers
The following list is the same as the current officers. They have all offered their services for reelection. If anyone else would consider serving the club and would like to nominate themselves
or someone else for any of the positions, please make their desires known to the committee – Vic
Varady, Ken Lund & Susannah Morgan so that they can be included on the ballot. Thanks.
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Robert Helsel
Bill Snyder
Jerry Gilpin
Linda Varady

Director- 2 Year Term
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

October Mystery Kid

This lad has been a member of the Smoky
Mountain Model A Club for many more years
than he probably cares to admit.
You can find his name inscribed on the
Past Presidents plaque that President Helsel
passed around at the last meeting.

September Mystery Kid Revealed
John Baxter, has been a member of the
Smoky Mountain Model A Club for about 15
years.
His interest in old cars in general and
Model A’s in particular began early in the
last century.
He still likes old cars (Model A’s in
particular) and still doesn’t like to have his
picture taken. This is one of the few
childhood pictures I could find where I was
half-way smiling.
John Baxter then . . . .

. . . and now.
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The club’s mailing address has changed!

Important
Club News

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Update Your Membership Directory



Welcome New Member:

Carl Frank Conner
8500 Westland Drive
Knoxville, TN 37928
(865) 691-8786
Mr. Conner’s 1931 Wide bed Pickup



Please correct the LaPatka’s information.
Should be: LaPatka, Larry and Betty

If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.

We need a Volunteer to take over the inventory of club-related merchandise. See the list below.
As many of you know, Jerry Gilpin is under some considerable pressure from life’s unpredictable circumstances and needs
a helping hand with some of his club duties. Jerry has provided outstanding service in the very important job of Club Treasurer
for several years now, and has graciously volunteered to continue in this job for 2017.
Please step forward and be that special person to help him out!

Better yet . . . Let’s just buy up all this inventory and start over again next year!!
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Item

Qty

License topper

1

Sizes

Price
$20.00

Door magnetic sign

49

$10.00

Blue jacket

2

1(M), 1(L)

$25.00

Red jacket

1

(L)

$43.00

Men’s light denim shirt

16

1(XXL), 8(XL), 7(L)

$29.50

Men’s heavy denim shirt

5

3(M) 2(XL)

$35.00

Ladies’ light denim shirt

11

8(M), 3(L)

$29.50

Golf shirt

3

3(M)

$7.00

Magnet sticker

40

$1.00
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you
no longer need to advertise, please notify the
editor. New items will be added and yours may
be deleted.




FOR SALE Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $400 each and rear fenders $225 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865983-5515..
1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid
bodied late 1928. Engine, frame and running
gear restored 15 year ago. Doors, fenders,
aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new top wood
included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com



WANTED 1930 radiator shell. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 775-0088.



FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender
Black and polished. Fits between back fenders
and attaches to underside of body and inside of
fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight line.
$100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803



FOR SALE 1931 Standard Coupe w/rumble
seat Older restoration. Body, fenders and
upholstery very good. Paint is very close to
medium cream and manilla brown. 1935 wheels
and good WWW tires. Mitchell overdrive,
halogen headlights, turn signals. Good running
engine. Waffle heater included. New heavy
duty radiator installed 2006. Leakless water
pump. Heat gauge and motometer. Stainless
exhaust. Peep mirrors. Tool box at front apron.
Battery disconnect. 12 volt alternator and bendix
starter. Asking $16,000. 865-640-6369 or
tjnknox@wowway.com. Tim Johnson



1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF
pilot, current owner is retired Navy Chief. Very
complete AR, un-restored, solid sheet metal, new
top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in
Kingston. Asking $9,500. Contact Susannah
Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com



Pair of rear fiberglass fenders to fit a ‘28-’29
roadster pickup or coupe $200 or B/O for the pair.
Transmission and all parts up to and including the
flywheel. Trans. with newly show plated shift
stick, bell housing, clutch pressure plate,(need
new clutch plate) flywheel with all bearings. Also
have extra set of pedals if needed. It’s ready to
go. Just bolt it on up. $400.00 or B/O. Art Copcutt
(865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net

Door Magnets

$10 ea.

WANTED:

License Toppers

$20 ea

Blue Jackets, M, L

$25 ea.

Red Jacket, L

$43

Men's Lt Blue Denim Shirts

L, XL, 2XL







1: Oval Speedometer, any condition.
2: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE 1931 Model A Pickup. Located in
Rogersville, TN. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
WANTED Model A Coupe For friend located
near Winchester, VA. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
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SMMAC Clothing etc. For Sale

$29.50 ea.

Men's Heavy Denim Shirts, M, XL

$35 ea.

Ladies Lt Blue Denim Shirts, M, L

$29.50 ea.

Golf Shirts, M, M, M

$7 ea.
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MEETING NOTICE
2016 Officers
President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Bill Snyder
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Jerry Gilpin
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Linda Varady
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor: John Baxter
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Board of Directors
2015 & 2016
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday
October 15th, 2016
Business Meeting Starts about 6:30
Shoney’s 4032 N. Broadway
DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

