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Model A’ers Visit Lakewood Residents
Smoky Mountain Model
A Club members attended the
Fall Festival at the Lakewood
Place Senior Living facility in
Loudon, Tennessee on October
20th.

Several club members
drove their Model A’s to visit
and dine with the residents at
their Fall Festival.
Ten Model A’s were
present. See more pictures
inside.

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

I

t’s Turkey time in Tennessee and the weather is creeping into the grey of winter. I meant to write
this earlier and now I’m doing with a very heavy heart, as we just lost our 14 year old black “Lab”
Jack who we rescued when he was abandoned up in Harriman. He was between 3 & 6 months old. They give you their all including
their heart, but in return take a piece of yours when they leave. Our other two, Daisy and Darby will help us through this tough time.
It is their unconditional loyalty that keeps us grounded and appreciative of all they unselfishly give to us.
My other Daisy (Green B’coupe) has been giving me a miserable time. She developed an intermittent miss on the way back
from the Eclipse Event. She lurches and bucks particularly at low speeds under load. I took out the distributer and found it gunked
up and rusty at the base where the two shafts mate. My worry about this was eased by several members telling me that this is
"normal/not unusual.” The shaft was loose with some lateral play. I replaced it with a freshly rebuilt one with correct point gap and
timing. But on the test drive the demon was still there. If she doesn’t improve, I’ll not be able to go in the Vet Parade, on the 10th.
I would like to thank Vic Varady for all his recent tech articles in our news letters. Many others like Dick Lorenz and Bob
Wyrick have done some in the past. I think this is a great asset to the publication and the club as a whole. Thank you John Baxter
for giving us such an excellent monthly Rumble Seat Reviewer.
The Vet Parade will be in the books by the time you get this but thanks to Shirley Webber for helping again with our line up
position. November is also election time for SMMAC. Come to the November meeting and cast your vote. I’ll be absent as I’ll be
attending my niece’s (my brother Bill’s only daughter) wedding.
(Ms Daisy Continued on page 3)

COMING EVENTS
December Events:
•

Annual Christmas Dinner. Saturday, December 16th, at Fountain City Presbyterian church.

Snapshots from Lakewood Place Senior Living
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(Ms Daisy Continued from page 1)

The Christmas Party is the next club event. Please help Linda Varady, Shirley Webber and Susannah Morgan (our only
ladies on the board with organizing and coordinating chili's and side dishes/desserts for this always great get together. Hopefully
Susannah will be our “Dirty Santa” again this year. A gift to exchange (+/-$15) per person participating will make this a lot of fun
and laughs as always.
If I don’t get to see you before, have a great and blessed Thanksgiving. Please remember our troops especially those serving
away from home at this time.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

Convenient Crank Modification for Timing
By Vic Varady

O

ne day a few weeks ago a friend called me to ask for my help in
getting her car to run better. I put a few tools in a small plastic
tool box and found a crank handle. It was too big for the box but I took it
along anyway in case I needed it to set the timing. We were successful in
getting the car running well.
I went home and decided to put together a dedicated traveling tool box
that included a tool to rotate the crankshaft slowly to set the timing. This
tool needed to fit into the tool box. I decided to take an 8 inch long ½ inch
drive extension bar and modify it to be able to turn the crank. I drilled a ¼
inch hole in the end of the extension and cut off the head and thread part of
a bolt and inserted it into the bottom of the extension. A few spots of weld
to hold the bolt in place and a little bit of grinding were all that was needed
to make it fit. I also used a 6 inch long ½ inch extension with a few pieces of black tape and a 6 point 13/16 inch socket
to make a tool to remove lug nuts.
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September Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

T

he September meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:28PM on September 16th by President
Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway.
Our only guest this month was a refugee from Hurricane Irma, who was a guest of Stephen Wickiser. It was noted that Jim Wolfe
was not present as he was in Texas helping the Red Cross assist Irma victims.
In the health update: Joyce Gilpin is experiencing some difficulties with her recovery and Jerry was unable to attend tonight's
meeting. Bill Snyder has had a heart catheterization and is in UT Hospital.
A motion to approve the August minutes, as printed in the September issue, was made and the minutes were approved by
acclamation.
Interim Treasurer, Shirley Webber, reported a balance of $5194.95 after this month's expenses and an addition of $75 in dues.
Her report was approved by acclamation.
President Helsel accepted comments from the floor concerning the recent trip to Spring City for the Solar Eclipse viewing.
Those that attended all agreed it was a very well-organized event and that everyone had a great time. Many thanks to Randy and
Vicki Schwerdt for all their work in planning and executing a fun event. President Helsel said he had received a letter from the
Thunderbird Club thanking us for inviting them along and expressing their appreciation.
Tim Johnson reported that the trip to the Bush Bean factory was attended by 11 or 12 cars and was enjoyed by all. The highlight
of the tour was a Banana Split Eating Contest between Charlie Currier and Frank Trent. It was reported that Frank won but Charlie is
looking for a rematch any time.
The Top Wrench Competition at the Air National Guard Base at Mc Gee Tyson has been rescheduled, but details were not
available now. Richard Crook will keep us updated.
New Business: The Veterans' Day Parade will November 10th.
President Helsel reported on the upcoming election for 2018 club officers, to be held at the November meeting and that the
election slate will be published 20 days prior (Oct. 29) to the election. Anyone interested in running for office is encouraged to
contact the nominating committee, consisting of Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber.
The Mystery Member Photo this month was Mary Lee Bohanan.
There was no show and tell this month.
The 50/50 raffle and prizes were won by Shirley Webber, Terry Sailor, Tom Christman and Tommy Ethridge.
President Helsel then adjourned the meeting at 6:53PM.

October Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

The October meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:30PM on October 21 st by President Bob
Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway.
Bill Matlock introduced his and Nancy's guest, Jeff Love and his daughter.
In the health update: Joyce Gilpin is doing much better and Jerry was able to attend tonight's meeting.. Bill Snyder has had
some problems with medication following an angioplasty. Frank Trent is struggling with shingles.

Approval of the September minutes was postponed as they didn't make the newsletter deadline and will be included in the next
month's newsletter..
There was no treasurer's report either as the books are still in hands of the auditors. The audit committee reported that their
audit is complete and all is good.
President Helsel asked for comments on the Model A Day at Ray Varner Ford. Those responding said they didn't see many
cars stop and look at the Model A on display. It was suggested that we look for a different venue for this event next year.

Ken Lund reported that he didn't see many residents of the Lakewood Place Senior Living showing interest in the Model A's
that were on display. Members had brought 10 cars for their inspection on Friday evening September 20 th. He suggested that the
event was too late in the day and that after dinner it was too dark. John Baxter stayed with the cars while the others ate dinner and
said there was some interest from staff and patient's family. Ken also mentioned that he had been approached by an official of the
Loudon Cars and Coffee event and asked if the Club would be interested in being a featured model for one of their events during the
2018 season. Members present at the meeting said they would. Ken said he would get more information.
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New Business:
President Helsel reported on the upcoming officers election to be held at the November meeting and that there is still time to
get more names on the ballot. If you would like to run for office or nominate a willing candidate call any of the nominating
committee, consisting of Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber.

The Veterans' Day Parade will be held on November 10th this year as the 11th is Saturday. Those wishing to participate are
asked to assemble at the Broadway Shopping center and will be departing there at 9:00 AM. After the parade we will gather for
lunch.
The Mystery Member Photo this month was Lin Helsel.
There was no "show” this month but Vic Varady did have a “tell”. He told of helping install a seat slide to allow Model A
owners to move their seat back to accommodate their physic. It appears today's Model A drivers are larger than the original drivers.

The 50/50 raffle was won by our newest member additional prizes were won by Tim Johnson, Vic Varady, George Jones Lin
Helsel, Jerry Gilpin and Mary Lee Bohanan, Jim Wolfe and Tom Christman.
President Helsel then adjourned the meeting at 6:59 PM.

The next meeting will be the at Shoney's on N. Broadway on November 18 th

Clay Reagan (L) and Tim Johnson (R) with the beautiful 1931 Tudor that Tim and
his wife, Diane, purchased from Clay. Clay and wife Lea are currently residents of
Morning Pointe Senior Living in Powell where several club members recently
visited.
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Club News
2018 Dues ($25) should be paid by the end of December.
Please pay your dues as soon as possible so that we can bring the roster for
mailing/emailing your Rumble Seat Reviewer up to date.
The earlier we pay our dues, the earlier the 2018 Membership Directory can be in
our hands.
Pay your dues at the next meeting or mail them to :
Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O. Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Membership Directory
Please add new members
to your Directory:
Linda & Keith Simmons
3649 Prater Road
Louisville, TN 37777
(865) 919-4911

Linda & Keith were recruited by Tom
Christman at the recent “Cars and Coffee”
event in Knoxville.
Please make them welcome to the club.

• If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.
Election for 2018 Smoky Mountain Model A Club Officers and Directors will be held at the November meeting.
The following members have generously agreed to run for these positions, which are vital to the club’s smooth operation:

2018 Candidates
President:

Bob Helsel

Vice President:

Bill Snyder

Treasurer:

Shirley Webber

Secretary:

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors:

Ken Lund

Thanks to the nominating committee: Frank Trent,
Charlie Currier, and Ben Webber for canvassing the
membership and coming up with a slate of willing
candidates.

Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady
Tim Johnson
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Model A Mystery Kids

November Mystery Kid

This beautiful child is “all grown up now” into an
equally beautiful, as well as artistically talented, adult.
If you’ve been in the club for a while, you may
have seen some of her beautiful paintings at our
Mountains, Music, and Model A’s events.

October Mystery Kid Revealed

Lin Helsel then . . .
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. . . and now.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and drives beautifully, new
interior, poly Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare parts and
documentation of the restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
FOR SALE 1931 Rolling Chassis,
Matching numbers, not running. $1,500
obo. Bob Wyrick (865) 244-6886.
FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29
open cab pickup. Black vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with
hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.

WANTED: ’30-’31 right rear fender (coupe). Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)

DO YOU WISH YOUR MODEL A HAD AN OVERDRIVE?
Steve Wickiser is trying to find interested parties to make a group purchase of Mitchell Overdrive Units for the
Model A. You may save some $$ on shipping.
If you have been contemplating adding this popular accessory to your touring vehicle, please see Steve at the next
meeting or call him at (423) 883-3283.

Experienced help, shop facilities, and installation tools are readily available to you through several Smoky Mountain
Model A Club members if you choose to install an overdrive.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer November 2017

Page 9

MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

November 18th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

