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October Was a Busy Month for Model A’ers

October 29, 1931--Eastern Air Transport Ford Tri-Motor visits Knoxville

W

ell, the date may be off by 85 years, but this beautiful 1929 Ford “Tin Goose” did visit Knoxville on this date in
2016 courtesy of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). This event was hosted by EAA Chapter 17 who
invited us to bring our Model A’s out to Downtown Island Airport for a photo op with this historic aircraft.
From 1926 through 1933, Ford Motor Company built 199 Tri-Motors. EAA’s model 4-AT-E was the 146th off
Ford’s innovative assembly line—the 76th model 4-AT-E—and first flew on August 21, 1929. Days later, it was sold to
Pitcairn Aviation. When Pitcairn’s management changed hands later that year, NC8407 became the first airplane
(Tin Goose Continued on page 4)

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

I

made it back from our adventure to Arizona where we saw The Grand Canyon (pictures don’t do
it justice) and Canyon de Chelly, plus a many other sites. We’ve got pictures of us standing on
the corner in Winslow AZ! We wound up driving back and Lin got to see some of the South West she’d
never seen, as we traversed AZ, NM, TX OK AK and finally crossed the big Mississippi into Memphis.
All in all we drove 2100 miles in just a few days, thankfully it wasn’t in a Model A or I wouldn’t be writing this from Knoxville...I was
disappointed to have missed the Fall tour and the Ford Tri-Motor events which I’ve heard were lots of fun and well attended. Thanks
to Randy Schwerdt and John Baxter for heading those activities for the Club
Now here we are in November and I’m not sure where the rest of the year went??? We all had a good time in Pigeon Forge at the
Hit Parade Show on the 4th. Thanks to the Bill Snyder for heading up that one.
We’ll have the Veterans’ Day Parade in our rear view mirrors by the time you’re reading this. I hope we have as good a turn out
as last year.
Make certain you make the meeting this month for the elections and finalizing the Christmas event, mid month.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

Coming Events Details

SMMAC Ballot for 2017 Officers
The following list is the same as the current officers. They have all offered their services for reelection. If anyone else would consider serving the club and would like to nominate themselves
or someone else for any of the positions, please make their desires known to the committee – Vic
Varady, Ken Lund & Susannah Morgan so that they can be included on the ballot. Thanks.
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Robert Helsel
Bill Snyder
Jerry Gilpin
Linda Varady

Director- 2 Year Term
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

CHRISTMAS PARTY
The annual Christmas Party will be December 17th at the Fountain City Presbyterian
Church in Fountain City. The chur ch is off Br oadway, tur n at the light on Hotel Str eet and
follow it to the church. There is ample parking available in the parking lot to the side of the
building. Please leave the street parking for those who need at little shorter walk. Entrance is by
the ground level side door.

The doors will open at 5:30 PM and the festivities will start at 6:00 PM. We will have
several different home-made chilies and soups available for your dining pleasure. Please bring a
dessert or side dish to help fill out the menu. All the tableware and drinks will be provided, so
bring your appetites and your dish to share and come enjoy all the great selections.

President Helsel will conduct a short meeting and then on to the Dirty Santa! Susanna Morgan will host this part of the
evenings festivities. If you wish to join in the fun, please bring a wrapped gift valued at about $15.

Break out your best, or worst, Christmas attire and come join your Model A friends for an evening of good food and fun!
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October Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary
The October 15th meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at 6:35 PM.
In health news, it was reported that Judy Sexton is still battling shingles and Joyce Gilpin is still having a difficult time with her
back pain.
There was a motion to approve the September minutes as printed in the news letter. The motion was approved by voice vote.
Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance in the treasury of $5,218.76. Expenses this month were $1635.50, these included the
deposit for the Dinner Theater outing in Pigeon Forge. The Club has 80 paid members.
Randy Schwerdt reported on the Southeastern Tour Group Blue Ridge Parkway/Ashville tour. The Fairbanks, Helsels and
Schwerdts participated and he said everything went well with only minor car problems. The hotel was a little “rough” but all and all a
good time was had by all. The group is planning a tour of the Outer Banks in NC in the Spring. Anyone interested in joining this
Touring Group please talk to Randy for who to contact. The dues are $20 per year and you must be a MAFCA member.
In other news, Frank Conner's truck is back on the road. He has a 31 indented fire wall with a wide bed.
Scott Weil has brakes and a working carb thanks to Bob Wyrick and John Baxter.
Next, VP Bill Snyder reminded those going to the Dinner Show on November 4 th to have their ticket money in to Jerry Gilpin by
the end of the meeting.
John Baxter told anyone wishing to go see the Ford Trimotor at Island Home Airport meet there at 1:30 PM on Saturday October
29th. We will be escorted in as a group and will be given a photo op with this 1929 plane. There will be tickets available for a flight on
the 1929 plane.
The Club will participate in the Veterans' Day parade on Friday November 11th. Those attending are asked to meet at the
Broadway Shopping Center (the usual place) at 8:30 AM with departure planned for 9:00 AM. To the Parade site. With such a large
turnout expected Bob suggested that we will have to break up into groups and select different places for lunch.

The Christmas Party and Dirty Santa will be December 17 th at the Presbyterian Church in Fountain City. Details to follow.
President Helsel reported that the club post office box has been moved to a more convenient location. It is PO Box 7, Clinton, TN
37717.
The election of officers will be at November meeting on November 19 th. The nominating committee reported that the slate consists
of the present members, Bob Helsel for President, Bill Snyder for Vice President, Jerry Gilpin for Treasurer, Linda Varady for Secretary
and Ben Webber, Frank Trent and Charlie Currier for the Board members. President Helsel requested nomination from the floor, but
there were none. Nominations will be still be accepted at the November meeting prior to the vote, so if you are interested speak up.
The mystery photo this month was Gordon Bohanan.
In the Show and Tell part of the meeting Jim Wolfe showed us a Shutterfly book that his son had made for him and suggested that
it might make a good Christmas gift. John Baxter has a gear shift spring removal tool that he had made.

The 50/50 drawing winner this month was Randy Schwerdt. Other winners were Vic Varady, Gordon Bohanan, Marty Fairbanks,
Wanda Whitt and Frank Trent.
President Helsel adjourned the meeting at this time. The next meeting will be November 19th at Shoney's on N. Broadway,
Knoxville. This will be election night for the 2017 officers.
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(Tin Goose Continued from page 1)

belonging to Eastern Air Transport, whose paint scheme is replicated on EAA’s Tri-Motor. Eastern Air Transport later
became Eastern Airlines.*

Nine Model A loads of Smoky Mountain Model A Club members and friends made
the trek to Downtown Island Airport to join the many other spectators from the
Knoxville area. We had the privilege of access to the airport apron where a special
parking area was designated for Model A’s. The EAA was offering rides on the TriMotor, which accommodates a passenger load of nine persons plus a crew of two.
Take-offs and landings took place regularly throughout the afternoon, and between
flights on two occasions the Model A’s were allowed onto the ramp to be aligned
beneath the wings of the venerable Ford Tri-Motor for photographs.
*From EAA’s website http://www.eaa.org

The photo at the left shows the “Baxter boys.”
Front row: River, Patrick, Nikolas. Back row: Bo, Greg, Papa
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The connection to Model A’s is the fact that River, age 11 and
Nikolas, age 4 not only rode to the flight line in a Model A Ford,
but took their first-ever airplane ride in a 1929 Ford Tri-Motor
airplane.
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FALL COLOR TOUR – 2016
By Randy Schwerdt

E

ight cars departed Oliver Springs Hardee’s at approximately 9:30 AM on Saturday,
October 22. We had six Coupes, one Roadster and one Pickup. We headed West on
Hwy 62 towards Wartburg then turned off on Hwy 298 to Crossville. Our first highlight was a
short side trip to scenic Burnett’s Bridge. A few “OMG’s” could be heard on the way down but
everyone made it. All in all, it was a fun ride and a good test of our Model ‘A’ driving skills.
We continued on to Cumberland Mountain State Park where we met up with Ed and
Katie Herrick fr om the Middle Tennessee Model
‘A’ Club. That made 16 folks enjoying the great
buffet at the Homestead Harvest restaurant.

After lunch, four cars (George Richard Lett &
Brenda Julian, Bill & Debbie Gunnell, Tim
Johnson, Dion & Rebecca Mountain) headed
back home. The other five cars (Randy Schwerdt,
John & Carol Baxter, Vic & Linda Varady,
Kelly & Gary Naber, Ed & Katie Herrick)
continued on to Fall Creek Falls State Park for the evening. We arrived early enough
to tour the falls, view some colorful overlooks and take a hike across a scary
swinging bridge, thanks to Kelly.
Our evening meal was a variety of healthy snacks, special drinks and lots of
conversation on the patio of Varady’s lakeside deluxe suite. The weather was perfect
with no bugs. The next morning was a little cool but we started with a nice buffet breakfast and then on the road back home.
At the Fall Creek Falls overlook.

We followed Hwy 30 over Dayton Mountain to test our driving
skills and made a quick stop at the Dayton Court House, site of
the famous Scopes trial. The last part of our journey was along
the River Road towards Kingston with many nice views of
Watts Bar Lake. Everyone made it home safely with no
problems with any of the cars.
Thanks to all those that made the tour a success and who knows
where the next tour might take us. Happy Model ‘A’ing!
A scenic stop at Burnett’s Bridge

O

Thanks, Randy, for coordinating this tour!

n November 4th a crowd of some fifty Smoky Mountain Model Club
members descended on the Grand Majestic Dinner Theater in Pigeon
Forge for a wonderful evening of dining and musical entertainment.

After enjoying the delicious dinner, the group settled in to enjoy the great
evening of singing and dancing including jukebox hits from the ’50s and ’60s. The
show comprised a number of top hits from the early days of rock-n-roll. Songs by
such notable groups and artists as Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, the Everly
Brothers, Neil Diamond, the Righteous Brothers, the Supremes, Elvis Presley and
later performers of that era were performed by the very talented professional
singers and dancers backed by an excellent five-piece stage band.
The show continued with a moving visual and musical tribute to all branches of the U.S. military including special recognition
of all veterans attending the show. I’m proud to say a large number of those veterans are members of our club.
Thanks to Bill Snyder and Jerry Gilpin for their hard work in coordinating this event and obtaining the tickets for us .
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Treasurer's Report
th

Treasurer's Post: November 19 , 2016

Balance 10/15/16

By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Deposits
Dues
50/50

It’s not to early to begin thinking
about your 2017 dues.

Door magnets

Show tickets

Payable before 31 Dec

20.00
40

490.00
Debits

Don’t miss out on upcoming news
and events

$711.00
125.00
36.00

License toppers

Still only $25 per year!

$5,218.76

Printing
Dinner Theater tickets

Ending Balance: 11/19/16

$1,589.17
23.77
1,565.40

$4,340.59

Twenty Smoky Mountain Model A Club cars in

Knoxville’s 91st Veterans Day Parade
Pictures and details in the December issue of
The Rumble Seat Reviewer

Join and support these organizations promoting the
Model A hobby.

The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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As part of the “Sponsor” program within the
club, President Bob Helsel is shown helping
recent new member Scott Weil install the spare
tire on his beautiful cabriolet.
Members helping members is a vital part of
club enjoyment and contributes to the high
number of excellently maintained and running
cars in the club.

November Mystery Kid

This smiling young lady can be found at
most Smoky Mountain Model A meetings and
events accompanied by her husband and
oftentimes her equally charming grand daughter.

October Mystery Kid Revealed

This fellow hasn’t changed much
has he? OK, maybe a little more facial
hair--looks like the same smile though!

NOTICE: My box of photos of young members is EMPTY.

Gordon Bohanan then . . . .

. . . and now.

If you want to continue this article, please send me some
photos. I think it has been fun and has given us another way to get
to know each other, but it may have run its course; if so, we will let
it go and put something else in this space.
Thanks for all your participation--I hope everyone enjoyed this
series of articles.
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The club’s mailing address has
changed!

Important
Club News

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

PLEASE TRY TO PAY YOUR
DUES BEFORE THE END OF THE
YEAR
IT REALLY MAKES OUR
RECORD KEEPING EASIER

Club Related Merchandise

AND

Vic Varady has agr eed to take over the keeping and
sales of club merchandise (see the list below).

WE CAN GET THE CLUB
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY OUT
EARLIER NEXT YEAR FOR
EVERYONE’S CONVENIENCE

Thanks to Jerry Gilpin who has handled this for a number
of years in addition to his duties as club treasurer.

Thanks to Vic for taking over this responsibility.
Please give Vic your support and let’s see if we can reduce
this inventory to zero!
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Item

Qty

License topper

1

Sizes

Price

Door magnetic sign

49

Blue jacket

2

1(M), 1(L)

$25.00

Red jacket

1

(L)

$43.00

Men’s light denim shirt

16

1(XXL), 8(XL), 7(L)

$29.50

Men’s heavy denim shirt

5

3(M) 2(XL)

$35.00

Ladies’ light denim shirt

11

8(M), 3(L)

$29.50

Golf shirt

3

3(M)

$7.00

Magnet sticker

40

$20.00
$10.00

$1.00
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.










FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied late
1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+ years. Previous
owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current owner is retired
Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored, solid sheet metal,
new top wood included, engine and title match. Engine turns
freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $9,500. Contact
Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New
nozzle with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00. Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net



WANTED 1930 radiator shell. Contact Charlie Currier
(865) 775-0088.



FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender Black and
polished. Fits between back fenders and attaches to underside
of body and inside of fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight
line. $100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803



FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.

Towing mirrors that clamp on over the existing
mirrors to extend their reach for towing wide loads. These
are new in the box. Almost classify as nos. They fit Chevy
full size pickups 1999 and up. Also fits Suburban/Yukon/
Denali/Safari/Astro 2000 and up. If anyone can use them
they are free for the asking. Just let me know and I'll bring
them to the next meeting. Jerry Gilpin, (865) 908-9249.

WANTED:
1: Oval Speedometer, any condition.
2: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
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SMMAC Clothing etc. For Sale

Door Magnets

$10 ea.

License Toppers

$20 ea

Blue Jackets, M, L

$25 ea.

Red Jacket, L

$43

Men's Lt Blue Denim Shirts L, XL, 2XL

$29.50 ea.

Men's Heavy Denim Shirts, M, XL

$35 ea.

Ladies Lt Blue Denim Shirts, M, L

$29.50 ea.

Golf Shirts, M, M, M

$7 ea.
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MEETING NOTICE

2016 Officers
President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Bill Snyder
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Jerry Gilpin
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Linda Varady
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor: John Baxter
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Board of Directors
2015 & 2016
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday
November 19th, 2016
Business Meeting Starts about 6:30

Shoney’s 4032 N. Broadway
Come early . . . Chow Down and Visit!
DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

