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Townsend Old Timers Day Festival
By Vic Varady

O

n Saturday, May 6th Steve Wickiser, Bob Helsel and I met at Big Lots in Alcoa. The weather was threatening with rain
predicted for 11:00. Steve decided that his car was not tested in the rain yet and he returned home. We stopped by my
house and picked up Ken and Jean Lund who were waiting there.
We parked our cars up front and got a few spectators to ask questions. As predicted, the rain started at 11:00 but it was not too
bad. It was windy also but not too bad either. There were a lot of musicians playing and a variety of craft and food vendors there.
Due to the weather, there were some empty vendor spots. I ate some interesting food and did not get sick. A few hours later Bob
and I went back to my house and Ken and Jean followed after that. We have attended this festival before and almost always we have
experienced rain.

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"

I

By Bob Helsel

t is said April showers bring May flowers. April brought us plenty of rain! So May should be abundant with flowers and
nice weather to drive your Model A.

We had four A’s for the Old Timers event the 5th of May. I met Vic Varady and Steve Wickizer at Maryville’s Big Lots. We
were to join the Lunds. The sky looked very threatening, while gassing up. Steve W decided he was not ready to baptize his Model
A and headed back to the barn. Townsend welcomed us with a misting of rain along with some chilly temperatures. Despite the
weather the event was well attended and we saw lots of Blue Grass musicians and cloggers. There were also lots of great crafts and
exhibits to see. Brewsters’ Ice-cream had a 50’s Chevrolet van equipped with a cooler stocked with some of their many flavors.
On the way home from Vic’s that afternoon after “kicking a few tires” I encountered near monsoon rains, but thanks to duct
tape and some well placed silicone, Ms Daisy didn’t take on too much water.
We’ll have had the Ramp Festival in the books by the time you read this. I hope they were blessed with good weather. Thanks
to the Bohanan’s for “honcho-ing” this event.
June 10th will be the Historic Rugby Tour. That has been well attended in the past and hopefully it will be this year. Come to
the May meeting for more info as it will occur before we have the June meeting. July we’ll have the Picnic.
I’ve had inquires about events/tours and driving a Model A. You’re encouraged to drive your “A” if possible, but if yours isn’t
up to the task or you don’t have one, you are certainly welcome to come with a modern car. (Good natured kidding may occur
occasionally)
[Next Meeting, May 20th , Shoney’s N.Broadway]. Bring your appetite, ideas and enthusiasm! Bill Snyder will hold court in
my absence. I’ll be attending the “Mocking Bird Run” Smoky Mountain Classic Thunderbird Club event with my ‘57 in Tullahoma/
Lynchburg, Tennessee. This is much like our “ Mountains, Music and Model A’s” event.

COMING EVENTS

A

s you can see below, our “social calendar” for the late summer and early fall seasons is somewhat slim. If you have
suggestions for events to liven up this period of time, please let Tour Director, Vic Varady know about them.

Better yet, step up and volunteer to plan and coordinate an event--it’s not hard and you will find a lot of help if you just ask.
Those that have taken the lead in such events, the club officers, and the Tour Director, have some experience that they are
more than willing to share;-- experience has shown that anyone who volunteers and asks for help will receive a lot of
assistance and can take pride in helping the club remain active and fun for everyone.
June Events:

•

Saturday, June 10th, Historic Rugby Classic Car Show. All makes/models, foreign and domestic are welcome with car
registration beginning at 9 AM Eastern time.
There is a $10-fee per car; however, each car owner will receive a $5.00 off coupon for use at the Café or Museum store.
There will also be door prizes and a 50/50 drawing. Spectators are free. All proceeds go to support the non-profit Historic
Rugby.
For more info concerning early registration, lodging, etc., either call Historic Rugby at 423-628-2441 or visit the web site at
www.historicrugby.org.
SEE MORE DETAILS ON PAGE 3

•

•

Saturday, June 24th, Great American Race, Stop-over in Chattanooga. Vic Varady will have more details at the May and June
monthly meetings and in the Rumble Seat Reviewer, June issue.

July Events:
Saturday, July 15th, Annual Picnic at The Cove in Concord Park from 10am to 3pm.
This is always a well-attended event in a beautiful location. Last year’s picnic attracted
21 Model A’s and some 50 or so eager eaters.

August Events:

•

Monday, August 21st, Total Solar Eclipse Day Trip to Spring City, Tennessee. More details will be published in a future issue
of the Rumble Seat Reviewer. See the preliminary informational flyer that Randy Schwerdt prepared on page 5.

September Events:

•

•

Saturday, September 9th, Bush Bean Factory Tour. Frank Trent and Charlie Currier are planning this outing, which has been
proven to be a really enjoyable tour in the past. More details will be published in the next issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.

November Events:
Annual Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville
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Historic Rugby Annual Antique Car Show and Street Fair
your Model A friends for a trip to historic Rugby, Tennessee for this great annual event. The club has participated in this
J oin
festival for the last several years and always had a good time. The drive up to Rugby through the beautiful East Tennessee
springtime beauty is enough, in itself, to make the trip worthwhile.
Come enjoy the hospitality and history of this unique town which continues to celebrate its early English-settlement roots. Arts,
crafts, music, food, old cars, history, and friendly people . . . what more could you ask!
Bring your lawn chairs so we can visit in the shade.
We will depart the Hardee’s Restaurant, 528 E. Tri County Blvd (Hwy 61), Oliver Springs, at 8:45 am on Saturday, June 10.

June 10-11, 2017
Car Show: 6/10, 9am-3pm EST
Street Fair: Both Days `til 5 pm.
All makes and models (foreign and domestic) welcome. Car registration, 8:30 am til noon : $10 per
car. Dash plates awarded to first 50 cars.
Enjoy a beautiful Victorian English village, with shops, a newly remodeled café, street vendors, craft
demonstrations, and hiking in a National Park.
Spectator Admission Free. Door Prizes for Car Owners. 50/50 Raffle For Everyone.
For early car registration call 423-628-2441, or register online at www.historicrugby.org.
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Those Pesky Fuel Shut Off Valves
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick

Have you ever entered your garage to be confronted with the noxious odor of gasoline from your prized Model A?
Have you had your wife tell you that “your old car stinks” and you must move it outside? If you have been confronted
with this dilemma, you have been a victim of a leaking shut off valve.
Believe me, I have been plagued with this chronic condition on three cars. While trying to maintain originality, I
have gone through at least a half dozen so-called “guaranteed not to leak” shut off valves. Every one failed within a few
months; first, failing to turn without resistance followed by minor intermittent leaks.
It is very difficult for the carburetor alone to prevent seepage if the shut off valve is leaking. It only takes a
thimbleful of gasoline to stink up your whole garage.
After dogged persistence, I have developed a few ideas which might be worth considering. Remember you are
dealing with a plug valve which has a tapered brass plug forming a brass-on-brass seal in the brass valve body. Any
debris from the tank could cause grooving of either the plug or the valve body, but I suspect the greater problem is
caused by galling once the pre-packed lubricant has been displaced.
Galling is a form of wear caused by adhesion between sliding surfaces. When a material galls, some of it is pulled
with the contacting surface. Galling is caused by a combination of friction and adhesion between the surfaces, followed
by slipping and tearing of crystal structure beneath the surface. This will generally leave some material stuck or even
friction welded to the adjacent surface, where the galled material may appear gouged with balled-up or torn lumps of
material stuck to its surface. Galling is most commonly found in metal surfaces that are in sliding contact with each
other. It is especially common where there is inadequate lubrication between the
surfaces.
The secret for a proper fix is with the lubricant. This type of valve requires an
industrial grade lubricant which is gas resistant and a sealer. I have used a product
called EZ Turn Yellow-Brown Fuel Resistant Lubricant from United Erie. The company
can be reached by phone at (888) 759-4335 or on the Internet.
The fix is relatively simple especially with the new valve (Fig. 2) which uses
the O-ring to seal the shaft. This can be done without removing the valve from the
tank. Simply remove the plug, clean, remove any metal build-up due to galling,
grease and replace. The old-style valve with packing (Fig. 3) may require removing
the valve from the tank to dislodge the packing and release the plug.

Fig. 1 Plug valve lubricant.

Fig. 3 Old style shut off valve.
Fig. 2 New style shut off valve.

I have successfully repaired several valves so that they will hold 5 to 10 psi air pressure without leaking. You may
need to repeat the process every year or so as needed to maintain proper lubrication.
Just don’t forget to drain the tank before beginning this project, otherwise you will have more than an odor
problem!
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“Keep The Tip”
By Bob Helsel

This is a good use for old credit cards. When taking things apart, I either lose the part or can’t remember where it goes. I always
forget to take pictures, too.
The light came on and I took an old credit card and cut it up into small pieces (Picture1). Then I poked a hole in it with an awl
(Picture 2) the size appropriate for the screw/bolt I wanted to secure in place. This keeps the item where it belongs and also should
keep it from getting lost.
Picture 3 shows part of door trim panel on the left and the fastening screw is retained where it goes (located near the center of the
picture). The lower right of that picture shows a chrome trim strip which has a tonneau cover stud held where it belongs and hopefully will be there when time comes to put it back together. It’s still a good idea to take pictures before and during disassembly to aid in
the reassembly especially if, as is often the case, more time goes by than planned for!!

Picture 1

Picture 2

Picture 3
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April Meeting Minutes

by Linda Varady, secretary

The April meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order by President Helsel at Shoney's on April
18, 2017 at 6:30 PM.
There were no new members or guests to be introduced this time.
In the health update George and Faye Jones are doing well, but Joyce Gilpin is still having back trouble. She has surgery
scheduled for May. We all wish her well.
The March minutes were approved by acclamation and Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance of $5,254.76. He also
said we have 79 members at this time; 75 have paid their 2017 dues. He then asked if anyone knew of a good antique car
appraiser as he has an acquaintance who was looking for one. Several members gave him some suggestions.
President Helsel reported that work has been done to improve our website and that we have acquired all domains for the
SMMAC. We also have unlimited pages to use.
Bill Snyder reported the dates for the next Smoky Mountains, Music and Model A’s Meet are tentatively set for the third
week in September 2018.
In Old Business:
Vic Varady reported a very successful day for the Reliability Safety Check on April 1st. There were about 20 cars in
attendance and some work was done. The weather was good and those in attendance enjoyed a day of camaraderie and a good
lunch.
There were 7 cars (John Milligan, Robert Milligan, John Baxter, Bill Gunnell, Bob. Helsel, Tim Johnson and Jimmy
Sexton) were on display as part of the Dogwood Arts Festival along Gibbs Street in Fountain City on April 2 nd
The club was represented by Richard Crook and Vic Varady at the student Top Wrench Competition at McGhee Tyson
Air National Guard Base on April 6th. Vic said he served as a judge for the welding and painting competition. He encouraged
more members to participate next year.
In New Business:
May 13th : The Ramp Festival; Mary Lee Bohanan reported on details for the time and location for meeting and traveling
to Newport.
Upcoming events:
June 10th : The Historic Rugby Tour
July 15th: : The Club picnic at Cove Lake Park in Farragut. Jim Wolfe volunteered to be the cook again this year.
August 21st : Solar Eclipse Viewing. Randy Schwerdt passed around a sign up sheet and said that all attending will meet
at the Weigel’s, north of Lenoir City at 10 AM and will drive to Spring City, TN. The town has several activities planned in
conjunction with the eclipse and will set aside a parking area for us so we can be a part of their celebration. Randy reminded
us the 21st is a Monday.
Vic Varady reported that he is working with the AACA on plans for the trip to Chattanooga to see the cars participating
in this years “Great Race” as they arrive there for the night. He will have more info for next month's meeting. The trip will
include a lunch, dinner and one or two attractions. An overnight stay at a local motel will be investigated. Expressions on
interest are requested.
President Helsel said he has run out of pictures for the Mystery Photo of the month and needs more in order to continue.
The 50/50 drawing was won by Tim Johnson and the gift raffle winners included Randy Schwerdt, Jim Wolfe, Donna
Currier, Richard Crook and Hodge Walker.
The meeting was then adjourned.

The next meeting will be May 20th at Shoney's on North Broadway.
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer's Post: 15 May, 2017

Balance 15 April 2017

By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Deposits

$129.00
25.00
67.00
37.00

Debits

$491.99
200.00
100.00
50.21
141.78

Dues
Clothes
50/50

Our club clothing/memorabilia now has a
value of $1,459.00. See Vic Varady to make a
purchase to help reduce this inventory and
increase the club’s cash treasury.
Current membership count is now 79,
with 75 paid up for 2017.

$5,579.97

Tax prep fee
TN state tax
Postage & Printing
Food
Ending Balance: 20 May 2017

$5,216.98

May Mystery Kid

Because of physical health issues, this “Kid”
has not been as active in club activities as he would
like to be for a while now.
He cut his teeth on Model T’s and A’s as a
young man growing up in Clinton, Tennessee
although, over the years, he has displayed a rather
disturbing attraction for Mopars.
His current stable includes a ‘26 Model T, a
‘30 Model A Tudor, and a ‘50 Dodge.
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Cars & Coffee at West Town Mall

By Susannah Morgan

A couple of us managed to find each other among the
estimated 6,000 cars at Harper's Cars and Coffee at West
Town Mall on April 30th. It was an EARLY morning to
get there and claim a spot!

A beautiful sight . . . East Tennessee sunrise over a Model A.

What is Rosie looking at ?

Why, it’s Tom and Steve enjoying Cars & Coffee!

Wonder where Susannah is.

Important
Club News

The club’s mailing address has changed!

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Membership Directory
The new 2017 Membership Directory has been published, and will
be available at the next meeting or club event.
•

Please try to pick up your directory at a monthly meeting or
club event to save the cost of mailing them to you.

•

If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made,
please contact the editor.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New nozzle
with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00.$150.00 Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net

•
•

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior,
poly Dutchess Blue paint, lots of
spare parts and documentation of
the restoration. Asking $12,000 or
trade. Steven Kear (865) 5560990
FOR SALE `85 Pontiac Sun Bird convertible; red with white
top, 4-cyl, automatic, all power, new tires, restored 10 years
ago. $4,700. Charlie Currier 865-776-0088.

WANTED: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender Black and
polished. Fits between back fenders and attaches to underside
of body and inside of fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight
line. $100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803

DO YOU WISH YOUR MODEL A HAD AN OVERDRIVE?
Steve Wickiser is trying to find interested parties to make a group purchase of Mitchell Overdrive Units for the
Model A. You may save some $$ on shipping.
If you have been contemplating adding this popular accessory to your touring vehicle, please see Steve at the next
meeting or call him at (423) 883-3283.

Experienced help, shop facilities, and installation tools are readily available to you through several Smoky Mountain
Model A Club members if you choose to install an overdrive.
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MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

May 20th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

