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2018 Annual Safety & Reliability Event

T

he Smoky Mountain Model A Club “2018 Safety & Reliability” session will be held again at Vic Varady’s
garage on Saturday, April 7 starting at 9:00 am. We will try to get your car ready for the touring season by
checking the lights, fluids, brakes, tires, front alignment and other things.
We will have coffee and sweets in the morning. Lunch will be provided by the club. Wives and significant others
are welcome. After lunch, Bob Wyrick will hold a seminar on the Model A carburetor including rebuilding, testing
and adjustments.

Vic’s address is 3902 Fieldview Road, Maryville. It is close to the ball fields of Heritage High School. Call if you
need directions. Please call 865-983-5515 a few days before to let him know you are coming so we can better plan for
the food required. A few extra chairs would be appreciated also.
(S&R event Continued on page 4)

Once upon a time, we had this many cars at the Safety
and Reliability meet.
Let’s all make plans to have an even bigger turnout for
this year’s event!

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

APPY St Patrick's Day, if I don’t see you at the meeting. Our meeting just happens to fall on that day if you hadn’t
realized that . . . . so remember to wear something green!

Randy and Vicki Schwerdt, and Lin and I were selected to go on the South Carolina “Low Lands Tour” in May this year. It is
sponsored by the “Southeastern Touring Group,” a MAFCA special interest group (SIG). If you would like to know more about this
adventure, ask Randy or me (or the girls) and we can tell you more about the group. There is a similar group called the “Heartland
Model A Touring Group” which recently formed. It is also a MAFCA special interest group. Their area of touring is more western
Tennessee and surrounding states.
We’re on track to have our annual Safety & Reliability Check again thanks to Linda and Vic Varady. This is a don’t-missevent so plan accordingly. There are more details elsewhere in this news letter. Thanks also to Bob Wyrick, ‘The Carburetor Ninja,’
who has agreed to give us a seminar on carburetors for the Model “A”. He has also been very helpful to me in resurrecting a
Tillotson F1-B carburetor that I got off of eBay. Unfortunately, it looks like it may be a better paper weight than a gas atomizer.
(Ms Daisy Continued on page 5)

COMING EVENTS
April Events
Saturday, April 7th - 2018 Safety & Reliability Event Hopefully, the weather will cooperate. If not, we will reschedule this to
the next Saturday. See details elsewhere in this issue.

Sunday, April 15th: Harpers Cars and Coffee at West Town Mall. Need to get there early. Contact Susannah Morgan or Tom
Christman for details.
Saturday, April 21st: Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City. SMMAC will be the featured club.

May Events
Saturday, May 12th - Ramp Festival, Newport fairgrounds. Contact the Bohanans or the Pollards for further information about
this event.

Saturday, May 19th - Annual Picnic in the Park. Ken Lund has again reserved the picnic pavilion at The Cove in Concord Park
for our annual picnic from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.

June
Saturday, June 9th - Historic Rugby Classic Car Show & Street Fair. Watch this space for more details in future issues.

Saturday, June 16th - Car Show, Newport fairgrounds; more details here as they become available.

September
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford, 9925 Parkside Drive, Knoxville. More details
will be provided here as they become available.

November
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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February 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Barbara Mabry, Secretary

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club’s monthly meeting was held Saturday, February 17, 2018, at Shoney’s Restaurant on
North Broadway in Knoxville.
Call To Order:
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. There were 32 members and guests present. Susannah Morgan
introduced her father Ralph as a guest. Gary Steadman was voted in as a new member of the club. Special recognition was given
to Jerry Gilpin for driving his Model A to the meeting.
Member Updates:
Jerry Gilpin reported that Joyce is doing well. The Matlocks are doing okay. Jimmy Sexton is getting good reports.

Minutes:
The minutes from the January 20, 2018, meeting were approved by acclamation as recorded in the February 2018 newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report:
The treasurer’s report was approved. Shirley reported a current balance of $5451.77 in the club’s checking account.

Old Business:
Club Dues: Annual dues should be paid by January 1 of each year. President Helsel advised the Board will review instituting
a late fee for 2019. Shirley passed out a list of paid members to date.
Club Jackets: Bill advised the prices of the jackets that were quoted did not include the tax. In order to keep the prices ($75
& $82), the first personal name only will be printed on the front of the jacket. Jackets are blue with the club name on back and
personal name on the front and come in two styles. Checks should be made out to the club and paid to Shirley. Bill Snyder is
coordinating the orders.
Club Tools and Old Records: These items are being stored at Vic Varady’s. Vic has a list of the club tools if anyone is
interested in borrowing them. Among the old records are plaques, certificates, banners, photographs and historical documents.
Two of the plaques contain the names of founding members, past officers and directors of the club.
Member Demographics Update, new Club Roster and Active Memberships: Cards were distributed to members to update
pertinent information to assist with the 2018 club roster and data base at the January meeting. John Baxter now has all the
information updated and ready to print the new roster. He advised the club has 83 active members.
Facebook Page: Smoky Mountain Model A Club is the name of the page that is open to the public. The group page is
SMMAC and is private for club members only. President Helsel encouraged members to add pictures to Facebook page.
Soda Can Pop Tops for Ronald McDonald House: Lin Helsel volunteered to handle this. Continue to bring your pop tops and
give to Lin.
Tours/Events Updates:
Third Saturday of each month: Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City (8-11a.m.) Contact Jim Wolfe for more information
March: (open for ideas) Anita Pollard suggested the Museum of Aviation in Sevierville

April 7: Safety/Reliability Check Up at Vic Varady’s
April 15: Harpers Cars and Coffee at West Town Mall. Need to get there early
(February Meeting Minutes Continued on page 5)
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(S&R event Continued from page 1)

If you would like to bring your car on a trailer, we can accommodate you by parking your trailer on the lawn
alongside the driveway. This is a good opportunity to bring a prospective member to the session so we can meet them
and promote the club.

Most of the time the weather has cooperated but in case of bad weather, I expect that we can postpone this for a
week. Please come and make this event a must-attend event again.
While you are at the 2018 Safety & Reliability Event, be sure to check out the club’s collection of tools that Vic
has graciously agreed to store in his garage, and make available for loan to Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club
members.
As you recall from last month’s Rumble Seat Reviewer, Bob reported in his president’s column that the tools had
been moved from their previous storage site at Jimmy Sexton’s garage. Many thanks are due to Jimmy for providing a
safe storage site and safe-keeping of the tools for many years.
The tools are listed below and are available for loan if you need them to work on your Model “A”.

Vic has put together a sign out sheet and tools can be loaned to members for a month. He has walled off a small
area at the top of the stairs where the tools will be located.
Tools for Loan
SMOKY MOUNTAIN MODEL “A” CLUB TOOLS
1

Reamer set – 13 sizes

2

Piston ring regroover – Perfect Circle

3

Boring bar tools – Van Norman

4

Boring machine – Van Norman

5

Torque wrench 0-400 ft-lb, 3/8 in. drive - Proto

6

Dial caliper - 6-In. (inside/outside)

7

Pinion removal wrench – 1 only

8

Piston knocker

9

Telescoping gauge – 4-in.

10

Wheel stud swaging tool (2)

11

Engine lift balancer

12

Valve guide driver – Chevrolet

13

Babbitt melter

14

Babbitt ladle

15

Bearing scrapers

16

10 Kg (22 lb) balance scale - Cuisinart

17

Monkey wrench

18

Rear hub remover

19

VHS tape “Top Installation.”

20

VHS tape “Distributor Rebuild.”

21

Main bearing line boring tools
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(Ms Daisy Continued from page 1)

As many of you all ready know we have our own Smoky Mountain Model A Club Facebook page. Gary Steadman, one of
our new members and Jim Wolfe’s son-in-law, has agreed to help edit the page. Hopefully, he will post some of his great Model A
photos on it. He’s taken beautiful shots of many of our club’s cars. Additionally, thanks to Susannah (Susie) Morgan who has also
become an admin person for the page. Our Smoky Mountain Model A Club (SMMAC) group page is there as well. I recently
posted a poll on it as to which carburetor you prefer and/or use. There hasn’t been much activity on it. You have to request to join
the group. If you let me, Gary, or Susie know at the meeting we can add you to the group.
Either place can be a spot to send your ideas for activity suggestions or tours. Just remember these are still a work in progress,
as I’ve never been on Facebook myself until a few weeks ago. If you have some expertise in this area and would like to help out let
me know. Also, if you’re so inclined and can, go to the page and check it out. Give us a thumbs up and a “like” and even a (nice)
comment if you will. You can also rate the “Page” like Scott Weil did, who gave us 5 stars!!

Hope to see you at the meeting.

Our next club meeting is March 17th, at Shoney’s 4032 North Broadway

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

(February Meeting Minutes Continued from page 3)

April 21: Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City. SMMAC will be the featured club
April 28-29: Cornbread Festival in South Pittsburg, TN
May 11-12: Ramp Festival in Newport, TN
May 19: Club picnic and meeting in Cove at Concord Park (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.) Ken Lund is coordinating
June 9: Rugby Car Show. John Hicks has information
June 16: Newport Car Show
September 22: Model A Day will be held at Ted Russell on Parkside Drive in Knoxville. Patches for Model A Day are $2.50
November: Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville
December 15: Christmas Party and Dirty Santa gift exchange at Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
New Business:
Christmas Party: The Bohanans are following up to ensure the December 15th date is locked in with the Church.
Mystery Photo: Steve Wickizer is the mystery photo in the last newsletter.
Show and Tell: Charlie Currier brought a Model T gas gauge to show.
50/50 Raffle: The 50/50 raffle was won by Hodge Walker, who donated his share back to the club.
Additional prizes were won by John Witherspoon, Bob Helsel and Charlie Currier.
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned.
The next regular monthly meeting will be held March 17th at Shoney’s on North Broadway.
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Note from a new member:

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515

(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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Club News

MAFFI Newsletter Minute
March 2018

Dear Model A Friends and Supporters of the Museum,
We will be ordering bricks at the end of May for installation at the museum
before 2018 Model A Day. If you have been thinking about ordering a brick 'In
Memory' or 'In Honor' of someone near and dear to you, or if your club/region
doesn't have a brick at the museum with its name on it, now would be a great
time to do it. Each brick is $150 and the form can be found at
www.maffi.org. Our website has changed and the brick order form can be found
under the tab “Store”.
Don't forget to send the check and form to our new address:
MAFFI
P O Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me
clubcontact@maffi.org
As always, we appreciate your continued support.
Marsha Quesnel, MAFFI Trustee
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March Model A Mystery Kid

T

he tall fellow on the right has a number of
antique cars in his collection, including two
Model “A” Fords. The young lad beside him is his
brother, Jim.
This “Mystery Kid” is most likely to be seen at
Smoky Mountain Model “A” Club functions driving his
1931 slant-window Fordor.

He is presently working on restoration of a 1931
Coupe.

February Mystery Kid Revealed

Stephen Wickizer then . . . .
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. . . and now.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•
•

•

•
•

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
FOR SALE 1931 Rolling Chassis, Matching numbers, not
running. $1,500 obo. Bob Wyrick (865) 244-6886.

•
•

•

WANTED: ’30-’31 right rear fender (coupe). Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)
AVAILABLE for the ASKING. PlastiKote® paint, several
cans of each:
[Engine Enamel]
Ford Red 206
Chevy Blue 201
Chevy Orange 200
GM Corp. Blue 221
Alpine Green 225
Chrysler Blue 232

[Miscellaneous]
School Bus Yellow T-29
Gold Wheels 619
Gray/White Trunk Paint 500
High Heat White HP-12
High Heat Aluminum HP-14

Also have a lot of fuses for the older and/or foreign cars.
Types AGA, AGL, AGW, AGX, AGY, GBC, GBF, QTY, and SFE.
Many different amperage ratings from 1/2 to 50 amps. Most are in
packs of 5. Jerry Gilpin (865) 908-9249 or jgjg4evr@charter.net

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.

Thanks!

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

March 17th, 2018

Shirley Webber
Barbara Mabry

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

