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SPRING is NEAR

B

e sure to attend the next monthly meeting to hear more about the exciting tours and events we are planning
for 2017. Bring your ideas and suggestions and share some good food and camaraderie with fellow Model A
enthusiasts.

April 1st will be the unofficial “kick-off “ as we meet at Vic Varady’s garage for the annual Safety & Reliability
Seminar where each of us can get help in going over our Model A’s looking for safety and reliability issues that need to
be addressed before hitting the road.
Many experienced Model A owners/mechanics will be there to help us assess the status of our cars, to suggest
repairs that may be desirable or necessary for enjoyable operation in the coming driving season. Some minor
adjustments and corrections may be made on the spot, or good information provided about how and where more
significant repairs can be obtained.
We can look forward to the Varady’s generous hospitality as snacks and lunch will be provided in addition to
some good technical information. See Vic’s article on page 3 for more info.
Be sure to let Vic and Linda know if you plan to attend to help them with their planning!

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

B

y the time you are reading this it will be time to break out the green for St. Patty’s
day which is on the 17th if you didn't know. So put some green on your Model A
and drive around and show her off. Better yet drive her to our next meeting on the 18th at Shoney’s on N. Broadway. I
didn’t get to make our trip to the Big Island. We postponed it for another time after we get the health issues under better
control.
All that aside, I’m looking forward to the event at Vic and Linda’s. This is going to be a great day doing Safety
checks/ drivability assessment. The day will also feature a visiting expert to share some of his knowledge with us.
The following day we will be meeting at the Fountain City area to display our cars for the kick off of the Dogwood
Arts Festival. More details in the RSR and also at the meeting coming up.
The end of March tour Randy Schwerdt and I were trying to put together had to be put off for now. Randy had a
conflict with the proposed dates and my rhythm issues will not be settled ‘til the end of March, if then. We will shoot
for another tour, perhaps a mystery tour. Come to the meeting if you want to know more about that!!
Our next meeting is not too far off [March 18th at Shoney’s on North Broadway]. So bring your appetite and your
ideas and I hope to see all of you there.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

April Events:

•

Saturday April 1st, Annual Tune-up for Spring. This very popular seminar has become a traditional annual kick-off to the
touring season.
Mark your calendar now!. . . . Come out and get your “A” ready for another great year of fun and adventure.
As always, wives and significant others are invited.
Again, please let Vic know who will be coming.
See Vic’s article, “Safety & Reliability Seminar 2017,” on page 3.

•

Sunday April 2nd, Early afternoon, Dogwood Arts car display in Fountain City. Kenny doesn't have a place where we can
picnic but said we could use his front yard and front porch. He is the 4th house on the left coming from Broadway. 2821 Gibbs
Drive. I also have a yard and front porch on the second block we can use for a picnic. Second block, 6th house on the right from
Broadway with white picket fence. Owner Bryan Christian has given us permission to use his front yard and porch for a picnic
on April 2nd. We will be parking our car in front of Bryan's house. Contact Gordon or Mary Lee Bohanan for further details.

•

Thursday April 6th, 8:00 am until 4:00 pm. Top Wrench Competition at McGhee-Tyson Air National Guard base. If you
wish to attend, you must get registration info to Richard or Vic so they can submit it to the Air National Guard by 24 March
2017. See article on page 5 for more information.

May Events:
•

May 5th & 6th Townsend Spring Festival and Old Timers Day. Festival featuring bluegrass concerts, clogging, arts and
crafts, Appalachian skills, family fun, BBQ and other good food.
Location: Townsend Visitors Center
More details in the Rumble Seat Reviewer April issue. Linda Varady is our club contact for this event.

•

May 13th Newport Kiwanis Ramp Festival. More will be in the Rumble Seat Reviewer April issue. Mary Lee Bohanan is
coordinating our tour to this event.
June Events:

•

Saturday, June 10, Historic Rugby Classic Car Show. All makes/models, foreign and domestic are welcome with car
registration beginning at 9 AM Eastern time.

There is a $10-fee per car; however, each car owner will receive a $5.00 off coupon for use at the Café or Museum store.
There will also be door prizes and a 50/50 drawing. Spectators are free. All proceeds go to support the non-profit Historic
Rugby.
For more info concerning early registration, lodging, etc. either call Historic Rugby at 423-628-2441 or visit the web site at
www.historicrugby.org.

•

Saturday, June 24th Great American Race, Stop-over in Chattanooga. Vic will have more details in a later issue.

•

Saturday July 15th, Annual Picnic at The Cove in Concord Park from 10am to 3pm.

July Events:
This is always a well-attended event in a beautiful location. Last year’s picnic attracted
21 Model A’s and some 50 or so eager eaters.

November Events:
•Annual Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville
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Safety & Reliability Seminar 2017
By Vic Varady

I

expect that this event will be well attended on Saturday, April 1 and would ask that you mark your
calendars now to avoid conflicts later. As usual this will start around 9:00 am and finish later in the
afternoon. There are several purposes for this event besides the title, Safety and Reliability, to keep our cars
on the road.
It can be an excellent tool to introduce prospective club members to the club. I expect the usual large
crowd and ask that you let me know a week in advance to make sure that there are enough sweet rolls and
food for everyone.
For this year, I have invited James Rogers of Dreamwerks Engines of Asheville, NC to give us a lecture
and demonstration. His topics will cover the selection of an engine suitable for rebuilding, what to look for in
a shop, some methods for improving the reliability and performance and other engine-related areas. I expect
that this will take an hour to an hour and a half. We should start around 1 PM after lunch.
Bring your questions.

Engine Rebuild Seminar
Look around shop
Machinery to do the job in house
Cleanliness
parts in their place
Selecting an engine for rebuilding
Crack Repair - cost and durability
Block cleaning and preparation
This is an outline of proposed topics to
Block pressure testing
discuss with James.
What is special about Model A Rebuild
Insert bearings vs babbit
If you have any other questions or issues,
Possible improvements during rebuild
let
Vic
know or bring them to the seminar.
Valves
Stainless steel intake – exhaust
increased size intake
Crankshaft
new Scat & Burlington
Existing – adding counter balance weights
Camshaft
Regrind
New Stipe cams
Oil Pump improvements
Intake manifold enlargement
Full oil pressure worthwhile?
Test run the engine
Desirable or necessary?
How much time on stand?
Stamping engine with new numbers
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February Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

The February meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at 6:30 PM at Shoney's on February 18, 2017.
He then asked if there were any new members or visitors present. As there was no response, he inquired who the gentleman sporting
a very dapper beard might be. It turned out to be our own Ken Lund.
In the health update Earl Fairbanks said he is now having to use oxygen for his breathing problems caused by the debris in the
air from the fires near his home in Gatlinburg. It was reported that Nancy Matlock fell from her wheel chair and is recovering from
her injuries. We all wish her a speedy recovery.
The January minutes were approved by acclamation and Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance of $5,503.23. He also said
we have 83 paid members at this time.

Next came an update on the events schedule and suggestions for the next few months.
April 1st will be the safety check at Varady's garage in Maryville. It will be from 9am ‘til done in the afternoon. Morning
coffee & sweet rolls and lunch will be provided. Please bring a folding chair for your comfort. Call Vic (291-7599) for directions
if needed and to let him know you will be coming.
April 2nd Dogwood Arts car display and picnic. Gordon Bohanan requested cars for display along Gibbs Street in Fountain
City. The street is celebrating the Dogwood Festival and would like Model As to park along the street to enhance it's beauty.
May 5th and 6th is Old Timers Day in Townsend. We would like to have several cars to display either or both days.
May 13th is the Ramp Festival
June 10th is the Historic Rugby Tour
July 15th will be the Club picnic at Cove Lake Park in Farragut. The pavilion is reserved from 10am til 3pm.

There was some discussion of a trip to Chattanooga to see the Great Race. The cars will be spending the night there and it will
be a nice opportunity to see the cars and visit with the participants.
Several other tours were suggested including an overnighter to Lynchburg. All these events need members to step up and
organize them. Anyone interested in leading a tour should contact a member of the board.
The mystery photo for this month was Tom Christman.
The winner of the 50/50 raffle was Charlie Currier. Other winners of the drawing were Bob Wyrick, Darrell Davis, Jim Wolfe,
Bob Helsel and Charlie Currier.
The next meeting will be March 18th at Shoney's on North Broadway.

MAFFI Newsletter Minute
We have been busy working on our new exhibits for Model A Day, Sept. 16, 2017 and are very excited about
them. The new interactive 'starting display' should be ready to go by Model A Day and will present a challenge for
anyone wanting to climb onto the seat and go through the steps required to start a Model A.
We are looking at the possibility of having two new truck exhibits, a Stand Drive Milk truck and a 1928 AA
Express Bed Truck.
We are also beginning to work on a "Fords Around the World" exhibit and should have a GAZ engine (originally
manufactured in Russia) also ready to go by Model A Day.
So, there will be lots of new things to see in the Model A Museum and new exhibits at the Gilmore as well.

See you there,
Loukie Smith
MAFFI President
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Top Wrench Competition
The McGhee Tyson Air National Guard will be hosting a “Top Wrench Competition” for East Tennessee area high
school students to compete for prizes and scholarships. There will be engine challenges, computer control; car
challenges, pit crew challenges, welding and fabrication challenges and a custom paint contest. This is designed as a
vocational activity to direct students toward this area and away from drugs and alcohol. The Air National Guard have
asked for volunteers and cars to display during this event. The date is April 6 from 08:00 to no later than 16:00. We
would not need to stay the whole time.
Everyone participating will need to register. The ANG will need the following information in their hands (at the
base) by March 24.
Name (as it appears on your driver's license)
Driver's License Number
Personal Phone number contact
We may be required to sign a Waiver and Consent form. Any minors will be required to do this.

Lunch will be available for $5.55 at the base. This will be a buffet type including dessert.
The required information should be supplied to Richard Crook (865) 984-1906 or Vic Varady (865) 983-5515 at the
meeting or by phone or e-mail in time to get it to the base by the 24th. It is a good idea to bring safety goggles, gloves
and any other personal safety equipment that you feel you may need.
We should bring our cars for display and be willing to explain the working of a Model A to the students. We expect
that you will have an enjoyable and rewarding time.
Submitted by Richard Crook and Vic Varady.

TOP WRENCH COMPETITION
25 years in Knoxville, TN
A Partnership in vocational and drug-free
education
Yearly Top Wrench and Gear Head
Challenge Competitions for East Tennessee
High School Technology Students
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A New Look for the “Plywood Pickup”
By Dick Lorenz

The first photo shows a pair of sealed beam headlights on the truck.
These lights came from the flea market at the Colonial Williamsburg National
Meet that our club attended many years ago. The small lights on top of the
headlights are what caught my eye at the time. These are 6-volt lights, and
might have been originally used on a car in the ‘40s or ‘50s. Does anyone
know what car they came from?
I originally thought that I would use them on the ‘31 Coupe, but my
grandson suggested that they would look better on the pickup truck, and he is
right. In order to supply enough electrical current (amps) for the lights, I am
installing a generator from a ‘52 Dodge pickup.
The generator came with a voltage/current regulator that was standard for use in the ‘40s and early ‘50s. The regulator was
typically in a black box mounted on the engine side of the firewall. The guts of the regulator are shown in Figure 1.

3

4
2

1

The output of the generator is connected to the upper slotted screw (1). It is
labeled “armature,” and is connected internally with a heavy wire to both the
center regulator and the one at the bottom. Some of you will recognize that the
lower regulator (2) is actually identical to the cut-out on the Model A. The cutout prevents the battery from draining back through the generator until the
generator is turning fast enough to put out about 7.4 volts.
The upper regulator (3) in the box is the voltage regulator. When the generator
is turning fast, it can put out about 30 amps. If the battery and all of the electrical
connections are good, the 30 amps would go into the battery without any
problem. Without a voltage regulator, and the battery is bad or there is a bad
electrical connection in the line, voltage from the rapidly rotating generator could
increase from the normal 7.4 volts to 10, 20, or even 30 volts. If your headlights
were on, they would be burned out in a second.

With a bad situation like this, the voltage regulator takes over and causes the
generator to cut back its output even though it is rotating rapidly. The voltage
regulator in the box is the upper one. When the generator is putting out a “too-high” voltage, the voltage regulator reduces the
strength of the field in the generator. With the weakened field, the generator output is reduced to a safe voltage. The electronic
voltage regulators (EVRs) sold by some vendors for Model A Fords perform the same function as the mechanical one in the
regulator box.
Figure 1

The current regulator (4) is in the center of the regulator box. It cuts back the generator output if a high current demand might
begin to overheat the generator. It is probably seldom used. The EVRs do not have this capability.
Something else that is unique to the pickup is the wire that goes from the ignition
switch to the distributor. It is shown in Figure 2. It came from the vendor with a long
black coiled spring that was intended to look like the sections of the original pop-out
switch assembly that goes from the junction box to the distributor. I found that the
“spring” was so stiff that it could not be used as advertised. As shown in the photo, I
used a fiberglass cut-off wheel on a Dremel driver to cut off most of the cable. The red
sleeve extending from the spring is a piece of heat-shrink tubing that I put there to help
protect the main wire. The 2016 Snyder’s catalog has what they call an “emergency
ignition jumper” on their page A-153 that does not have the coil spring housing and can
be used as a permanent lead from the ignition switch to the distributor.
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Figure 2
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer's Post: 18 March, 2017
By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Our club clothing/memorabilia now has a
value of $1,546.00. See Vic Varady to make a
purchase to help reduce this inventory and
increase the club’s cash treasury.

Current membership count is now 83,
with 73 already paid up for 2017.

Balance 18 Feb 2017

$5,503.23

Deposits
Dues
50/50

$393.00
350.00
43.00

Debits
Postage & Printing
Food
Park deposit
Xmas party (church)

$257.86
44.20
62.48
51.18
100.00

Ending Balance: 18 Mar 2017

$5,638.37

March Mystery Kid

You may have seen this “kid” at club events
driving his black Model A Fordor, a lower-altitude
vehicle than some he has previously “driven.”

He attends nearly every meeting and has been
known to serve up a mean hotdog from time to time.

February Mystery Kid Revealed

Tom Christman, then . . . .
The Rumble Seat Reviewer March 2017

. . . . and now!
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The club’s mailing address has
changed!

Important
Club News

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Membership Directory

We plan to publish the new 2017 Membership Directory soon.
Please review your copy and let the editor know of any
corrections, additions, or deletions that need to be made.
If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please
contact the editor.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New nozzle
with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00.$150.00 Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net

•
•

•

•
•

FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)
FOR SALE '31 Deluxe Rumble Seat Roadster Washington
Blue w/Straw wheels and WW Tires. Been in storage since
2003 except for a few trips around the block. Excellent paint
and interior. I am selling this for a friend. $16,000. See
pictures on Ford Barn or
MAFCA. Pictures will be
available at the March
meeting. Vic Varady (865)
983-5515

WANTED: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender Black and
polished. Fits between back fenders and attaches to underside
of body and inside of fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight
line. $100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803

SMMAC Clothing etc. For Sale

Door Magnets

Contact Vic Varady about
purchasing these great bargains!
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$10 ea.

Blue Jackets, M, L

$25 ea.

Red Jacket, L

$43

Men's Lt Blue Denim Shirts L, XL, 2XL

$29.50 ea.

Men's Heavy Denim Shirts, M, XL

$35 ea.

Ladies Lt Blue Denim Shirts, M, L

$29.50 ea.

Golf Shirts, M, M, M

$7 ea.
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MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

March 18th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

