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Historic Rugby Classic Car Show

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

s I’m writing this, the date is 6/6/2017 exactly 73years after the D-Day landing in Normandy during WW-II. Memorial
Day has just passed, so pause a minute and give thanks for those who fought and gave their lives that day and other days.
Especially remember those who are currently serving and on foreign soil, that we may all continue to enjoy the freedoms of this
great country.
I was sorry to have missed the last meeting, but I had a great time in Tullahoma and Lynchburg, TN. There was a tour of the
Beech Aircraft Museum with loads of vintage airplanes. I saw a V-35, the V-Tail bonanza, which had the nickname of “doctor
killer”. Many “Stagger Wing" bi planes were there also. The high light was a tour of a private museum featuring vintage
memorabilia of all types. There were several Model A’s and T’s among the many old cars. There was more stuff to look at than any
one individual could take in. It would be appealing to all ages and genders. I mention all this because I met and talked to the owner
and he was excited about The Smoky Mountain Model A Club and would love to have us come for a visit. I believe this could be a
great outing for our club as there are many other sites to see….John Dickel museum and Jack Daniels tour, etc. This would need to
be an over-nighter to really enjoy all there is to do.
Will toss this around at the next meeting as well as learn about our historic Rugby tour which will be past tense when you read
this.
The Club Picnic is coming up and we need to discuss that at the next meeting as well.
Our trip to view the solar eclipse is coming up on August 21st, probably less than 70 days when you read this. If your
interested in learning more about the eclipse, go to https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/ and/or http://www.eclipse2017.org. If the hperlink
doesn’t connect you directly, copy and paste it (the URL above) into your browser’s search window.
[Next Meeting, June 17th , Shoney’s N.Broadway]. Bring your appetite, ideas and enthusiasm.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

COMING EVENTS
June Events:
•

Sunday, June 25th, Great American Race, Stop-over in Chattanooga.
This event is being held in conjunction with the East Tennessee Region of the AACA.

I expect that we will have a total of 15-20 vehicles making the trip to Chattanooga. I have selected a meeting point at
the McDonalds in Vonore (1936 US 411) to accommodate people from various locations.
We will leave from there at approximately 10:00 and travel to Jenkins Deli in Cleveland where we will have lunch.
We have a room reserved and we can either eat from either one or two buffet lunch selections ($10 or $15). A menu will
be available at McDonalds. We will need to make our selection before we get there. It will be possible to order from the
menu but it is suggested that the buffet be selected to avoid a possible wait for service. Jenkins has relocated
approximately 3 years ago to a larger location. If you wish, you can look up the menu at jenkinsdeli.com.

We will travel basically down Rt 411 to Chattanooga on a route mapped by AAA to avoid travel on I-75 and I-24.
Recently the Great Race people moved the termination from the riverfront to Coker's facility on 12th street. The arrival
time for the race participants will be from 3 PM to 5 PM. Food service (probably Food Trucks) will be available for
purchase. Cokers will be open for us. Coker has set aside parking for antique cars and parking for modern cars will be
available within a few short blocks.
It is important for people wishing to attend to let me know ASAP by phone (865-983-5515) or e-mail
(varadyv@bellsouth.net as soon as possible.
See Page 3 for additional details.

•

July Events:
Saturday, July 15th, Annual Picnic at The Cove in Concord Park from 10am to 3pm.
This is always a well-attended event in a beautiful location. Last year’s picnic attracted
21 Model A’s and some 50 or so eager eaters.

August Events:

•

Monday, August 21st, Total Solar Eclipse Day Trip to Spring City, Tennessee. More details will be published in a future issue
of the Rumble Seat Reviewer. See the preliminary informational flyer that Randy Schwerdt prepared on page 5.

September Events:

•

Saturday, September 9th, Bush Bean Factory Tour. Frank Trent and Charlie Currier are planning this outing, which has been
proven to be a really enjoyable tour in the past. More details will be published in the next issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.

October Events:
•

•

Friday, October 27th: Top Wrench Competition at the Air National Guard Base at Mc Gee Tyson. Richard Crook and Vic
Varady will have further details later.

November Events:
Annual Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. More details as plans become more complete.
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Trip to Historic Rugby Tennessee

O

n Saturday, June 10th, ten Model A’s loaded with
Smoky Mountain Model A club members assembled
at the Hardee’s restaurant in Oliver Springs for an
enjoyable trip to the Historic Rugby Annual Antique Car Show
and Street Fair.
The entourage led by Bob and Lin Helsel in their 1929
Business coupe departed Oliver Springs at 9:00 am. The convoy
comprised Darrell Davis, John and Anita Pollard (1930 Fordor);
Tim Johnson and Bob Wyrick (Tim’s 1931 Fordor); John and Carol Baxter (1931 Coupe); Stephen Wickizer and friend (1931
Tudor); Tommy and Sue Harrington (1929 Tudor); Charlie Currier and grandson Sean (1931 Pickup); Tommy Ethridge (1928
Tudor); and Bill Gunnell (1930 Roadster). Richard Lorenz in the amazing 19?? “Plywood Pickup” constructed by him and his
grandson from various spare Model A and possibly other makes met us at the trailhead, but did not make the trip to Rugby.

As the group rolled onto the show grounds we were greeted by Smoky Mountain Model A Club members John and Kathy
Hicks, who organized and directed the Classic Cars portion of the day’s events as representatives of the Rugby Historical
Association. Thanks to John and Kathy for a very enjoyable day.
Continued from page 2

Great Race – Sunday, June 25, 2017
A printed route with turns will be available at McDonalds.

I am working with one of the Motels at I-75 – Exit 5 to secure approximately 10 total rooms for those wishing to
spend the night in Chattanooga. The motel name and rate are not set yet.
For those who have not been at a Great Race stop (lunch or overnight) we will have an opportunity to chat with the
race participants and take pictures. Details are being finalized and will be e-mailed to everyone.
We will need to provide Jenkins Deli with a head count several days before the lunch. It will be the individual’s
responsibility to make arrangements with the motel after it has been selected. The bookings will be in the name of
SMMAC/AACA.
Chattanooga is not an easy place to get around and while I would have liked to set up a few side trips to attractions
it has not proven easy to fit them in. For those who have not visited the Aquarium it should take a few hours and not be
out of the way. This will give you time to get to Coker's to see the cars come in.
Bring a chair to be comfortable. Additional information will be provided as it becomes available.

Jenkins Deli – 2930 Spring Creek Blvd. NE, Cleveland, TN
$10 – Soup and Sandwich Buffet - drink included
$15 - Hot Buffet – drink included
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A Different Front Seat
By Jerry Gilpin

Any one who knows me knows that I'm always looking for a way to add another
“goodie” to my Model A. Doesn't have to be needed or even good; just have a use and
be different from all other Model A's. This time it's a seat on the front bumper to sit in
and answer questions about the car at gatherings, shows, etc. They will never have to
ask “which car is yours ?” I've heard it asked many times when the owners sit in lawn
or camp chairs in the general area during Shades of the Past car shows.
I could just see a sling chair, slung from the headlight bar to the front bumper.
Looked through my junk pile and chose a piece of half-inch rod for the upper mount.
Took a 1/4-inch U bolt and cut off one set of threads. Drilled and tapped 1/4-20
threaded holes at the ends and mounted the hooks to each end. A piece of 1/4 inch
vinyl slid onto the hook to protect the paint. So much for the upper bar (see Fig. 1).
The lower bar would have to grab the bumper from underneath. Found a piece of
1/2 x 1/8 steel bar stock in the pile. Bent two little pieces into a U and welded them to the ends of the cross piece (see Fig. 2).
Looking for a cushion for the top of the bumper I spied an old “noodle” from a neighbor's pool. Perfect! Just cut it to length
and slit it lengthways so it could clamp on to the top of the bumper.
Couldn't find any fabric I would trust, so I went to Jo-Ann's and actually bought two yards of 12oz denim. Using the bars as a
guide, I cut out a long piece that was a little wider than twice the distance between the hooks. Turned it wrong side out and sewed it
into a long tube. Turned it right side out and folded one end over to make a loop big enough to easily slide the upper bar through.
Snapped the noodle on top of the bumper and hung the sling into place. Next the bottom bar was put in place inside the lower bar of
the bumper. The lower end of the sling was threaded around it and held in place with a couple woodworker's spring clamps. Then
many trials for finding the right place to sew the lower loop. I wanted to sew the bottom loop only once. Finally , success.
To use, simply slide the bars into the sling and hang it in place. It's really surprisingly comfortable. (What else would you
expect me to say?) And the nice thing is that it rolls up into a small package that takes up almost no room in my trunk.
Just another way to have fun with these magnificent old cars.

Noodle cushions top bumper rail

Fig. 1
Top seat support hangs from head light bar.

Neatly stored away for travel to the next
Model A adventure.

Fig. 2
Bottom seat support hooks to bumper bar.
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May Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

PM.

The May meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by Vice President Bill Snyder at Shoney's on May 20, 2017 at 6:25
There were no new members or guests to be introduced this time.

In the health update Nancy Matlock is home and recovering nicely. Joyce Gilpin was rushed back to the hospital a few
days after surgery. No further news at this time.

Susannah Morgan motioned to approve the April minutes as printed in the newsletter; Ken Lund moved to second. The
minutes were approved by acclamation.
There was no Treasurer’s report since Jerry Gilpin was not in attendance due to Joyce's medical condition.
Vice President asked anyone who had participated in the photo shoot for the 3 Rivers RR to give me the details since he
has received a similar request again and needs some input. Ken Lund told him about last years event and strongly suggested
that the club be paid for their participation if they did this in the future.

Old Business:
Mary Lee Bohanan reported that the Ramp Festival was rained out for this year.
Vic Varady reported that only 4 cars showed up for the Townsend Old Timers Day Festival due to rain. Vic Varady, Bob
Helsel, Steve Wickiser and Ken & Jean Lund were the hardy four. Steve said he had never had his car out in the rain and
returned home. Bob, Vic and the Lunds went on to Townsend. Bob and Vic stayed for lunch then left. Only the intrepid
Lunds stuck out the entire day.
New Business:
Those going on the tour to Historic Rugby on June 10th will meet at Hardee's in Oliver Springs. The tour will leave at
8:45 AM. Bring lawn chairs. There will be a participation fee of $10 per car.
Up Coming Events:
June 15th: Bob Wyrick will lead a tour to the Alexander Guest House Senior Living facility in Oak Ridge. He said the
older residents always enjoy our visits. If you wish to accompany Bob, please contact him for details.
June 25th: Sunday Vic Varady reported that he is working with the AACA on plans for the trip to Chattanooga to see
the cars participating in this years “Great Race” as they arrive there for the night. The cars will be gathering at Coker Tire.
More details at the next meeting. If you are interested contact Vic.
July 15th: : The Club picnic at Cove Lake Park in Farragut. We have the pavilion reserved from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM.

July 16th : Cars and Coffee at West Town Mall. Susanna Morgan reported that there were over 6,000 at the last event; so
come early, very early.
August 21st : Solar Eclipse Viewing. Randy Schwerdt said that all attending will meet north of Lenoir City at 10 AM
and will drive to Spring City, TN. The town has several activities planned in conjunction with the eclipse and has set aside a
parking area for us and is looking forward to our participation in their celebration. Randy reminded us the 21 st is a Monday.
September 9th : Tour to Bush Beans lead by Frank Trent.

October 27th: Top Wrench Competition at the Air National Guard Base at Mc Gee Tyson.
November 11th : Veterans Day Parade
Since Jerri Gilpin was unable to attend the meeting there was no 50/50 drawing.
Vice President Snyder adjourned the meeting.
The next meeting will be June 17th at Shoney's on North Broadway.
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer's Post: 17 June, 2017
By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Our club clothing/memorabilia now has a
value of $1,459.00. See Vic Varady to make a
purchase to help reduce this inventory and
increase the club’s cash treasury.
Current membership count is now 80,
with 75 paid up for 2017.

Balance 20 May 2017

$5,216.98

Deposits

$50.00
50.00

Debits

$None

Dues

Ending Balance: 20 May 2017

$5,266.98

May Mystery Kid Revealed

Luke McWane as a child.
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Luke McWane now, with his friend, Nikko.
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The club’s mailing address has changed!

Important
Club News

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Membership Directory

Please add new members to your
Directory:
Lawrence & Margaret Gibney
100 Oaklett Drive
Knoxville, TN 37912
(865) 522-0544
(868) 438-5384
Please look for the Gibneys at the next club event and make
them welcome. They have a 1930 Model A Coupe.
•

If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made,
please contact the editor.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )

6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•

•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
FOR SALE TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New nozzle
with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00.$150.00 Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod
(865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior,
poly Dutchess Blue paint, lots of
spare parts and documentation of
the restoration. Asking $12,000 or
trade. Steven Kear (865) 5560990
FOR SALE `85 Pontiac Sun Bird convertible; red with white
top, 4-cyl, automatic, all power, new tires, restored 10 years
ago. $3,500. Charlie Currier 865-776-0088.

WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender Black and
polished. Fits between back fenders and attaches to underside
of body and inside of fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight
line. $100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803

DO YOU WISH YOUR MODEL A HAD AN OVERDRIVE?
Steve Wickiser is trying to find interested parties to make a group purchase of Mitchell Overdrive Units for the
Model A. You may save some $$ on shipping.
If you have been contemplating adding this popular accessory to your touring vehicle, please see Steve at the next
meeting or call him at (423) 883-3283.

Experienced help, shop facilities, and installation tools are readily available to you through several Smoky Mountain
Model A Club members if you choose to install an overdrive.
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MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

June 17th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

