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June Tour to Historic Rugby

O

n June 11th, ten Model A’s along with their some
twenty happy occupants assembled at the Hardee’s
restaurant in Oliver Springs for a day trip to historic Rugby, Tennessee to participate in their annual Antique Car Show and Street
Fair.
This has
become somewhat of an annual event for
the Smoky
Mountain Model A Club as
well. We traditionally have a
very good turnout for this
event which is
favored by
those who enjoy a low-key day of Model A touring through a
beautiful area of East Tennessee along some less-traveled roads.

Randy and Vicki Schwerdt led this year’s tour along the
same route that we enjoyed on our last visit to Rugby. The only
difference was the weather was sunny and mild, not rainy and
cool, and Randy actually knew where we were going as opposed
to last year’s (unnamed) leader.
When we
arrived, the
organizer of
the car show
event asked
me if we had
seen any other Model A’s
on their way
to Rugby.
Seems some
of the locals
had spotted a
group of
Model A’s in an area that they would not be expected to travel if
they knew where they were going. I disavowed any knowledge of
another such group.
(Rugby Continued on page 2)

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

G

reetings to all out in Model A Country. I hope everyone had a happy and safe 4 th of July Holiday. With grandson Eli here we did some fireworks for the first time in a really long
time…..what fun.

The weather has been really hot but I did get to drive to Rugby and some other short trips around town. Part of those trips were to
get started on a new program we are instituting in our club to be known as mentoring or sponsoring. See the short article about it some
where else in the news letter.
It’s almost time for the picnic and we will be discussing ideas and events for it at the upcoming meeting July 16 th at Shoney’s.
We've had some new members join, please get to know them at the meetings and events, and make them feel a part of the great Smoky
Mountain Model A Club’s spirit.
Hope to see you at the meeting or the picnic or even better both.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

(Rugby Continued from page 1)

A quiet afternoon was spent conversing in the shade, enjoying the shops and sights of Rugby; and for some dining on some
traditional English food in the Harrow Road Café.
Some even availed themselves of the opportunity to sample the excellent berry cobblers that were being cooked in Dutch ovens
over an open fire in the Harrow Road Café front yard.

Above, Club members enjoying the shade while their faithful
Model A’s enjoy the sun and attention.
At the right, Ben and Shirley Webber’s grandson, Jacob,
demonstrates that technologies and people, however changed over the
last 80-some years, can and do mix!

Historic Rugby Buildings
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June Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

The June meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Bob Helsel at 6:32 PM at Shoney's Restaurant, North
Broadway. We had a standing room only crowd in attendance this month.
In health news; Joyce Gilpin is still experiencing a good deal of pain. Faye Jones and Dorothy Snyder were able to join us at
the meeting and both looked good. Lin Helsel is experiencing more back pain and was unable to attend.
We had some new members this month, Kelly Naber who grew up around Model A's but does not have her own yet, and Richard and Lori Crook who have a '31 Huckster.
Carol Baxter introduced her sister, Mary Jane, who joined us as a guest for the evening.
Susannah Morgan moved to accept the May minutes as printed in the newsletter and Tim Johnson seconded. The motion was
approved by voice vote.
Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance of $5,840.03. He still has $1,609 clothing, license toppers and other club “stuff” in
inventory. Jerry said there are 84 paid club members. His report was approved by a voice vote.
President Helsel made a last call for name tags. He will be putting in an order this week. He also asked members to check the
new membership roster for accuracy as it will go to the printer soon.
Ten cars took part in the Rugby tour led by the Baxter’s on June 11th. It was a hot day, but we found a nice spot in the shade.
Everyone had an enjoyable day, especially those who treated themselves to the fruit cobblers. There were no car problems and everyone returned home safely.
Plans for the tour to the Gilmore Museum in Michigan in August have been put on hold. There were not enough members
signed up at this time to make the trip feasible.
Due to lack of interest, the Club's participation in the 4 th of July Parade in Farragut has been cancelled. Bob asked for ideas for
an alternate local event.

The Club picnic is scheduled for August 20th at the Cove at Concord Park. Ken and Jean Lund will sponsor this event. There is
a need for volunteers for set up/clean up and games.
We have been invited to attend the Dick and Jane Tour in Rome, GA September 2nd – 4th. Some of our members are planning
on attending. Call Randy Schwerdt or Earl Fairbanks for details.
September 10th is International Model A Day. The club will gather at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton. Randy Schwerdt will not be
available that day so there will be no Hubley races. Anyone with ideas for (diversions) please call Bob Helsel.
In new business, Bob said that the Western North Carolina club would like to plan a joint event with us. It was suggested that
The Wheels of Time Museum in Maggie Valley, North Carolina might be a good location for this.
The mystery photos were revealed and they were Judy Sexton with Tennessee Ernie Ford and the other was the snake that
hangs around the Baxter's garage.
During the Show and Tell part of the meeting, Randy Schwerdt had a tool for a gas gauge and an oil cap for us to try to identify. Earl Fairbanks told us how he got the fuel shut-off valve on his A-400 working by polishing it with Simichrome®. He also suggested using Aviation Permatex®.
The 50-50 raffle was won by Marty Fairbanks; consolation prizes were won by Randy Schwerdt, Faye Jones, Bob Helsel,
Frank Trent, Morris Truax and Vic Varady. The winning tickets were expertly drawn by Cruz Mabry.
The meeting was adjourned by President Helsel.
The next meeting will be at Shoney's on July 16th.
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Smoky Mountain Model A Club Sponsor—Mentor Program
by Bob Helsel

Recently while talking with Board Member Vic Varady, we both had an “Ah Ha” moment when we were discussing our new
members. We have new members join but then we don’t see or hear from them or they just get lost in the shuffle of things when we
have a large group like ours.
As new members join our club they will be assigned a mentor or sponsor. This can either be the person that sponsored them or
brought them into the club or another individual if the former two don’t apply. The sponsor will be responsible for helping the new
member in their first year to assimilate into the club by helping them with their Model A or finding them the resource within the
club (if available) to carry out the need. We will need members to volunteer to help in this program and we all feel this will go a
long way towards helping our club’s mission overall
Vic is all ready helping the new members Richard and Lori Crook. I have been helping new member Scott Weil.
If you have other ideas or helpful suggestions for this program, please make them known to board members or officers.
This has been a practice in the military for a long time, when a service member is transferred to a new post or unit, they are
assigned a sponsor at the new site to help them join in as a valued team member as quickly as possible. I feel certain it will have
similar results for our club.

Morning Pointe Senior Living
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick
On Thursday July 30th, Smoky Mountain Model A Club members shared another family day with residents and their families
at Morning Pointe Senior Living facility in Clinton.
This was the third time we have been invited to participate in this event. It has always been rewarding for us to share our cars
and time with the residents, their families, and the staff of Morning Pointe; but the greatest gift is to see them recall by-gone days
when these old cars were integral parts of their everyday life.
Many thanks to those who brought their cars out on this hot and muggy afternoon to bring a little sunshine of a different kind to
some very nice and appreciative people.

Morning Pointe Senior Living
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Coming Events

August Events:




Saturday August 20th, Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park, 11808 S. Nor thshor e Dr ive, Knoxville.
The picnic pavilion is reserved from 10 am until 3 pm.
The club will provide the hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks, and basic fixin’s
Please bring you favorite picnic side dish or dessert to share.
Come a little early to help set up and stay a little late to help clean up if you can
NOTE: The August monthly meeting will be conducted at the picnic; ther e will be NO meeting at Shoney’s.

September Events:


September 10, International Model A Day celebration at Ray Varner Ford, in Clinton, Tennessee. Come ar ound 10 am
and stay until the middle of the afternoon.



Saturday September 17th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway

October Events:


Saturday October 15th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway



Renfro Valley overnight trip for music and entertainment. This has been pr oposed as an event for October, but no one
has stepped forward to plan and organize it.
If you would like to volunteer for this position, please contact Bob Helsel or Tour Planner, Vic Varady.



As of July, no activities have been planned for October. If you have a suggestion and/or would like to plan and host an activity,
tour, or event please contact Bob Helsel or Tour Planner, Vic Varady.

November Events:


Friday November 11th (Tentative Date) Annual Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville. Check back here for details about
meeting place and time closer to the event.



Saturday November 19th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway

December Events:


Saturday December 17th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway



Annual Christmas Party Check back her e closer to December as plans ar e completed.
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The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc.
Our Mission Statement

The Model A Ford Foundation, Inc. seeks to preserve Model A Fords and related artifacts and
memorabilia, encourage research, and educate present and future generations about the Model A Ford and
its era.
A Short History of MAFFI
The Model A Ford Foundation, Incorporated was formed in December 1986 as the Model A Ford Club of America Foundation.
It was approved by California on February 24, 1987 and the IRS approved it as a 501c3 tax exempt organization on June 2,
1987. The first President of MAFFI was Edie Jones. The name was changed to the Model A Ford Foundation, Incorporated
( MAFFI) - (to avoid confusion between the two names) by California on August 7, 1989 and the IRS on October 17,1989. Thus, the
Model A Ford Foundation, Inc. (MAFFI, as we know it today) dates from that time -- October 17, 1989.
After the name was changed, MAFFI continued to grow and gained nationwide support from both MAFCA and MARC
members. The Foundation sponsored research work on Model A parts drawings, upholstery, factory photographs, Ford
Advertisements, and other activities.

In 2010 and 2011 attention turned to finding a suitable location for creation of a Model A Ford Museum. The Gilmore Car
Museum campus in Michigan was chosen as the site. After an intense fund-raising period, a Groundbreaking took place in April
2012. The building construction was completed and turned over to the Foundation in September, 2012. The museum was outfitted
with vehicle, displays, parts, and era fashions. The Grand Opening was held in May 2013.
Every year a special Model A Day celebration is held on the third weekend of September. You are encouraged to attend
because the entire Gilmore gate receipts on Model A Day are given to MAFFI to support the Model A Museum.

You may also support the Model A Museum through Membership in MAFFI, and all donations and bequests are welcome and
much appreciated.

Editor’s Note:

I will have MAFFI applications at the July meeting (and subsequent meetings) if you are interested in
joining and supporting this very worthwhile organization.

Join and support our national clubs
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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July Mystery Kid

Can you identify this
pretty young lady?

Hint: Look around at the
next meeting; she and her
husband are very active in club
activities and can be seen at
most outings and club
meetings.

May Mystery Kid Revealed
Sorry I omitted this revelation in last
month’s issue.
Here’s Tim Johnson, then and now.
That great smile and the twinkle in his
eyes have not changed although a few years
have passed.

June Mystery Photo Revealed
Judy Sexton writes:
“The people pictured are, from the left, my friend,
Wanza Corum ( most club members would not know her); the
next is ‘Tennessee’ Ernie Ford; standing behind is my Dad
Leo Graves, and on the right is me.

Many of you may remember ‘Tennessee’ Ernie. He had a
TV show in the early ‘60s and is probably most recognized for
his great baritone recording of “Sixteen Tons,”
The picture was made in Hollywood, California where
we were guests at Ernie’s TV show.”
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My Late ’31 Coupe Restoration Progress
By Richard Lorenz
I bought this run-down Coupe in about 1975. For various
reasons I did not start a serious restoration until about 10 years
ago. The first job was to repair rust-outs at the right rear
fender area. The first picture shows a piece of channel that I
had that needed only a little shaping. You can barely see an
additional repair of the side sheet metal at the lower right
corner of the photo.

My grandson has been helping me with this project. He
is 6 feet 8 inches tall, so we removed the original seats and
modified some bucket seats to fit in the car as low and far back
as possible. The photo shows that he might have a full inch of
head room. He hopes that the shock absorbers will work well.
The package tray was replaced with a custom-made substitute
that is only 2 inches wide. We are trying to figure out where
to buy or how to make a smaller diameter steering wheel to
give him some knee room.
The original trunk lid was changed to the rumble seat
style. It was a lot of work to make the reproduction hinges fit
right, but we finally got it. I made plywood backings in order
to mount the hinges. That sounds weak, but it is actually very
solid.
The last photo shows the car as it is now. I chose Copra
Drab and Chicle Drab as the colors. The wheels are a powdercoated medium-luster tan. The tire size is 225-75 R16.

Treasurer's Report
Balance 6/16/16
Deposits

Treasurer's Post:

$5,840.03

Dues
50/50

$166.50
125.00
41.50

Debits
Printing & postage
Tennessee tax
P.O. box rent
Misc. debit

$150.73
90.60
16.13
41.00
3.00

Ending Balance: 7/16/16
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July 16th, 2016 Report

SMMAC Monogrammed Items

$1,695.50

Membership status as of July 2016
TOTAL: 80 (1 Life)

Next MEETING July 16th, 2016

$5,855.80
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Great
FOR SALE or WANTED

Deals

Get this information to the editor promptly. If you
no longer need to advertise, please notify the
editor. New items will be added and yours may
be deleted.










FOR SALE 1931 Pickup, good driver, Mitchell
overdrive, good tires, no rust, $15,000 or
reasonable offer. Charlie Currier 865-776-0088.
FOR SALE Fiberglass front (both w/wells)
$400 each and rear fenders $225 each for 1930
-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-9835515..
1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid
bodied late 1928. Engine, frame and running
gear restored 15 year ago. Doors, fenders,
aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new top wood
included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF
pilot, current owner is retired Navy Chief. Very
complete AR, un-restored, solid sheet metal, new
top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in
Kingston. Asking $9,500. Contact Susannah
Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
Pair of rear fiberglass fenders to fit a ‘28-’29
roadster pickup or coupe $200 or B/O for the pair.
Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net



WANTED:



1: '30-'31 Model A Front Bumper +/- support
brackets.
2: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE 1931 Model A Pickup. Located in
Rogersville, TN. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
WANTED Model A Coupe For friend located
near Winchester, VA. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
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SMMAC Clothing etc. For Sale
Available at meeting, 16 July 2016
Door Magnets

$10 ea.

License Toppers

$20 ea

Blue Jackets, M, L

$25 ea.

Red Jacket, L

$43

Men's Lt Blue Denim Shirts L, XL, 2XL

$29.50 ea.

Men's Heavy Denim Shirts, M, XL

$35 ea.

Ladies Lt Blue Denim Shirts, M, L

$29.50 ea.

Golf Shirts, M, M, M

$7 ea.

On The Road to Rugby
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MEETING NOTICE
2016 Officers
President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Bill Snyder
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Jerry Gilpin
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Linda Varady
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor: John Baxter
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Board of Directors
2015 & 2016
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 70373
Knoxville, TN 37938

Saturday
July 16th, 2016
Business Meeting Starts about 6:30
Shoney’s 4032 N. Broadway
Come early . . . Chow Down and Visit!
DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

