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Beat the Heat at the Annual Picnic by the Lake

T

he “Dog Days” of summer are upon us and many of
us are sweltering in the heat while our non-airconditioned Model A’s languish in the shade, but there are still
opportunities to get
out and enjoy some
good old Model A
adventures.
Our very
popular annual
picnic at The Cove
at Concord Park is
scheduled for
Saturday, August
Model A’s at 2015 Picnic
20, beginning at
10 am running until 3 pm.
The club has reserved the picnic shelter, which is equipped
with a charcoal grill and picnic tables and enough space to
accommodate the entire club. The shelter is located on the shore
of Loudon Lake, has adequate parking (special area set aside for
Model A’s only).
The photos show many of the Model A’s that were driven
to last year’s picnic and a portion of the crowd enjoying the

hamburgers, hot dogs and various dishes provided by the club
and talented cooks among the membership.
The Cove at Concord Park has easy access to the lake for
swimming and canoeing/kayaking, a short stroll to a seventenths-of-a-mile walking trail, convenient restroom facilities,
and a playground for the young un’s.

Happy diners line up for chow!

Ken Lund will be doing the cooking and past experience
tells us that there will be an abundance of delicious homecooked side dishes and desserts.
(Picnic Continued on page 2)

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

ugust! Is it really August….already? Where has this year gone and so quickly. It seems like
yesterday we were all meeting over at Vic and Linda Varady’s for the safety check, but that was
April. I feel like I just “sleep walked” through the summer and here we go with August; back to school,
and of course “It’s Football Time in Tennessee” in a few short weeks. But on a brighter/more colorful note these “dog days” of
summer will be lapsing into our beautiful fall touring weather and the ever changing color of the leaves of the Great Smoky Mountains.
I would like to thank Randy and Vicki for putting together a great Tennessee State Park tour for October. More details should be
available as plans start to gel. I’m planning to attend the Fun with Dick and Jane Tour in Rome GA in early September, and the First
Southeastern Tour Group (MAFCA) tour #1 near Asheville, NC the end of September. These are always good ways to get new ideas
and trip possibilities for our club.
The annual picnic for our club is just around the corner. Besides being a lot of fun and good food, “The Cove” in Concord/
Farragut is a great place to put our cars on display for the general public and showcase our organization to garner more interest in the
Smoky Mountain Model A Club, but also Model A’s themselves. Let’s have a record turn out or at least have more “A’s” than 2015!
Unfortunately I will not get to be there, as Lin and I will be on a trip to Michigan and then to Maryland for my brother’s birthday
celebration as he hits the big “6-0!”

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

(Picnic Continued from page 1)

Volunteers are welcome to come early to help with the picnic preparations, line up the
Model A’s, share good times with old Model A friends, and perhaps make some new friends.
The club will be furnishing the hamburgers/hot dogs and plenty of ice-cold soft drinks and
water, so cook up one of your famous picnic
side dishes or desserts and come join us for a
good old-fashioned picnic by the lake!

Suggested attire for a “proper” old-fashioned
picnic. . . .
. . . Just kidding! Come as your are, dressed
for “modern” picnic fun!

Top Wrench
On October 27th the group at McGee-Tyson Air National Guard base, 134 th Refueling Wing will
present a “Top Wrench” competition for high school students from most of East Tennessee who are
interested in careers as auto or truck mechanics. Cars will be sabotaged by the group and the
students will try to find and correct the problems. Typically, several hundred students attend and
participate in this event.
This presents a very good opportunity to let these students get familiar with our cars as well as get
us familiar with future members or possible members of our larger Antique Automobile family. Richard
Crook works at the air base and will have more details of the event at the picnic and later. As
information becomes available it will be distributed. Please contact either of us if you have some
interest in participating.
Submitted by Vic Varady & Richard Crook
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July Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary
The July meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Bob Helsel at 6:32 PM at Shoney's Restaurant, North
Broadway.
In health news; Joyce Gilpin is still not doing very well with her back problems and was unable to join us.
There was a motion to approve the minutes as printed in the newsletter. The motion was approved by voice vote.
Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance of $5,855 in the club checking account. He still has $1,609 in clothing, license toppers
and other club “stuff” inventory. Jerry said there are 78 paid club members. His report was approved by a voice vote.

The trip to Morning Pointe Senior Living facility was a big success. The residents had a good time looking at the cars and
sharing a meal with the club members who participated. Everyone is encouraged to try to come share the experience next year. Bob
Wyrick was the sponsor for the tour.
The Club picnic is scheduled for August 20th at the Cove at Concord Park. The pavilion at the park has been reserved from 10
AM until 3 PM. The club will supply the hamburgers and hot dogs for the event. Members are requested to bring a side dish or
dessert to share. EVERYONE IS ENCOURGED TO BRING FAMILY, AND ENJOY THE FOOD AND COMPANY OF
FRIENDS. Ken and Jean Lund will sponsor this event. There is a need for volunteers for set up/clean up and games.
We have been invited to attend the Dick and Jane Tour in Rome, GA September 2nd – 4th. Those wishing to attend please contact
Randy Schwerdt for details.
September 10th is International Model A Day. The club will gather at Ray Varner Ford in Clinton. President Helsel is looking
for fun ideas for the day.
There are no tours planned for October yet. A TN State Park Fall Color Tour was suggested. It would be a 400-mile trip and be
an overnight tour. More details soon.
The mystery photos were revealed and it was Faye Jones this month. She was not in attendance and didn't hear all the
compliments.
During the Show and Tell part of the meeting, Randy Schwerdt had a dust seal and a pinion gear lock washer for us to try and
identify. Marty Fairbanks modeled a 1930s dress she made and wore at the National Meet in Toledo. Bill Snyder had an interesting
picture of an old tombstone with a Model A on it. Jerry Gilpin said he had a rear hub puller to lend if anyone needed to use it.
Under new business, Vic Varady described a Moonshine Tour sponsored by the Smoky Mountain Heritage Center and suggested
some of our members might enjoy it. He also said there was a TDOT senior driver safety course that when completed would earn a
discount on your car insurance. He said if there was interest he would set up a class at a convenient time and location. There didn't
seem to be much interest. Next he told about an upcoming auto training class that will be held for about 500 High School students.
It will be October 27th at McGee Tyson airport. Richard Crook said he has taken part in this event in the past and suggested that it
might be a good way to interest young car enthusiasts in Model A's. He will have more information soon.

President Helsel asked for suggestion on furthering the new mentoring program the club is initiating. He then suggested a that
the club make a donation to MAFFI. A sum to $250 was approved.
He said the nominating committee for the November election will be the board members whose terms will expire this year:
Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber. Anyone interested in running for office should contact them.
The 50-50 raffle was won by Lin Helsel, who donated it back to the club to be used to increase the MAFFI donation. Other
raffle winners were Ben Webber, Lori Crook, Judy Sexton, Jean Lund, Bill Snyder and Earl Fairbanks.

Earl Fairbanks reported on the MARC National Meet. He entered his A 400 in fine point judging and was awarded Master
Restorer with a score of 448 points out of 500. He told of some of the trials of trying to restore a Model A to those standards. Also
as part of meet there are Hubley races held and some of our members did very well. Earl was in 4th place, Randy Schwerdt got 3rd
place and Vicki Schwerdt was the Grand Champion, beating out a little kid.
The meeting was adjourned by President Helsel at 7:35
Next month's meeting will be conducted at the PICNIC at the Cove at Concord Park on August 20 th; there will be NO meeting at
Shoney's in August.
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Smoky Mountain Model A Club Sponsor—Mentor Program
by Bob Helsel

Recently while talking with Board Member Vic Varady, we both had an “Ah Ha” moment when we were discussing our new
members. We have new members join but then we don’t see or hear from them or they just get lost in the shuffle of things when we
have a large group like ours.
As new members join our club they will be assigned a mentor or sponsor. This can either be the person that sponsored them or
brought them into the club or another individual if the former two don’t apply. The sponsor will be responsible for helping the new
member in their first year to assimilate into the club by helping them with their Model A or finding them the resource within the
club (if available) to carry out the need. We will need members to volunteer to help in this program and we all feel this will go a
long way towards helping our club’s mission overall
Vic is all ready helping the new members Richard and Lori Crook. I have been helping new member Scott Weil.
If you have other ideas or helpful suggestions for this program, please make them known to board members or officers.
This has been a practice in the military for a long time, when a service member is transferred to a new post or unit, they are
assigned a sponsor at the new site to help them join in as a valued team member as quickly as possible. I feel certain it will have
similar results for our club.

Between the Black Fenders
by Bill Snyder.

The state of Tennessee recently passed a new law concerning antique automobiles and license plates (tags).
No longer do you have to display your state-issued “antique auto” tag on your car if you have a Tennessee tag of the same year
as your car. You may keep the registered antique auto inside your car without registering the “original (year of manufacture)” tag.
If you do not have the state-issued “antique auto” tag, you can record the original (year of manufacture) Tennessee tag with your
county court clerk or one of their outlets. The cost is a one-time, life-time, fee. No need to renew yearly. Most fees are $30.25 plus
any other fee your county has, i.e., wheel tax, etc.
Your county may ask for a picture of the tag you are using. Depends on what mood they are in, I guess.
Below are pictures of the tags for the Model A years. Note each year is different by layout and color. If you are unsure of the tag
color or layout, please call me.

For the needed application and other information, see The Department of Revenue, Vehicle Service Division, at www.tn.gov/
revenue.
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Coming Events

August Events:




Saturday August 20th, Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park, 11808 S. Nor thshor e Dr ive, Knoxville.
The picnic pavilion is reserved from 10 am until 3 pm.
The club will provide the hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks, and basic fixin’s
Please bring your favorite picnic side dish or dessert to share.
Come a little early to help set up and stay a little late to help clean up if you can
NOTE: The August monthly meeting will be conducted at the picnic; there will be NO meeting at Shoney’s.

September Events:


September 2nd – 4th We have been invited by our friends in the Southside A’s and Central Alabama Club to attend their
Dick and Jane Tour in Rome, GA. Registr ation deadline is August 25th. The Smoky Mtn. Model A gr oup will leave
from the McDonald’s Restaurant in Vonore at 9:00 am on September 2nd. Please contact Randy Schwerdt for details.



September 10, International Model A Day celebration at Ray Varner Ford, in Clinton, Tennessee. Come ar ound 10 am
and stay until the middle of the afternoon.



Saturday September 17th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway

October Events:


Saturday October 15th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway



Renfro Valley overnight trip for music and entertainment. This has been pr oposed as an event for October, but no one
has stepped forward to plan and organize it.
If you would like to volunteer for this position, please contact Bob Helsel or Tour Planner, Vic Varady.



**Saturday--Sunday, October 22--23 Tennessee State Park Fall 400 Color Tour. Randy Schwer dt is planning this twoday, tour of three beautiful Tennessee State Parks. Randy has chosen routes that allow either one-day or two-day participation.
More details will be presented at the Picnic in August and in The Rumble Seat Reviewer September issue.
**Dates are tentative at this time--come to the meetings or watch this newsletter for further details.

November Events:


Friday November 11th (Tentative Date) Annual Veteran’s Day Parade in Knoxville. Check back here for details about
meeting place and time closer to the event.



Saturday November 19th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway

December Events:


Saturday December 17th, Monthly meeting at Shoney’s Restaurant 4032 N. Broadway



Annual Christmas Party Check back her e closer to December as plans ar e completed.
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Coupe Restoration and Plywood Pickup Repair Progress
By Dick Lorenz

M

y grandson and I are making progress on the Coupe. I wanted to see
what the wheels would look like with fenders in place, so I put on a
couple of sand-blasted and slightly rusty fenders. The first photo shows the
result. Not bad, in my opinion. The second photo is a straight-on close-up.
Why switch to 16-inch wheels, and how much does it cost? With radial tires
on the 16-inch wheels, safety (good traction) is improved, and the ride is
smoother. The cost is not trivial. I bought my wheels at flea markets years
ago, and I don’t remember what I paid. I will guess that the current rate for a
good wheel is $35. Add $30 for sand blasting and $30 for powder coating.
The cost of the tire is about $110, and the cost of a hub cap is $20. The total
for one wheel is therefore about $225. Multiply that by 5 and you get $1125.
The type of paint that I used on my Coupe is good old acrylic enamel. I did not use the hardener with it because we painted
the car while inside of my “barn”. I used a very old Craftsman spray gun that
put out more air than paint. Since we are also restoring a ’65 Chevelle, I
thought that we should have a better spray gun.
After checking prices of the HVLP (High Velocity,
Low Pressure) type guns I decided that my low skill
level would be matched with a cheap gun. I
therefore bought a 3-gun “kit”. It is the ATD-6900
which contained a color-coded Primer gun, TopCoat gun, and a Touch-Up gun. They work very
well.
I did some experimenting with rattle-can paints. I tried the Rustoleum
Appliance Epoxy Glossy Black paint on a fender on my Plywood Pickup since it received a very glowing report from someone on
the Ford Barn website. It did not work for me since the spray cans started splattering paint. After cleaning off the bad paint with
paint thinner, I tried it again and things went really bad. Some of the paint wrinkled as you can see in the photo. Really ugly!
About half of the people reporting on Ford Barn say that they did not have a splatter problem, but I am going to stick with
Rustoleum Professional when I need paint in a can. It is fast drying and flows out well. Some people on Ford Barn prefer Krylon,
but I have not given that brand a good test.
The plywood pickup truck is operational again. Things that are new this year
are bright yellow powder coated wheels, Sears’ tires, and it doesn’t overheat. It
is such a pleasure to drive the car on a hot day and have the temperature gauge
stay where it is supposed to be. The previous overheating problem was a
combination of it being a recently rebuilt engine, gunk plugging up the bypass
holes in the thermostat, and adding a carburetor that gives the proper air-fuel
mixture.
I had to do a lot of cutting of the front fender metal and the radiator splash
apron in order to make room for the new ’29 size radiator shell. The reason for
using a ’29 radiator is that I already had a very good ’29 cowl, gas tank,
windshield, and hood. The to-do list for this car includes checking the ignition
timing and the front wheel alignment. I will use only the top pieces of the hood, and I plan to paint the sides of the pickup bed red.
The color that I have been using is Farmall Tractor Red. (You guessed it; it is something else that I had on hand). I will also be
installing headlight reflectors from Bratton’s that have the original shape, and two fog lights.
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Model A Mystery Kids

If you enjoy this ongoing series, we really
need your help to keep it going.

Dig through those old photo albums and
relive a bit of your youth. Just slip an old photo
of yourself to either the Newsletter Editor or the
club President.
We can scan the photos and do some
limited editing if needed; we will then return the
photos to you (including the edited version,
suitable for framing if you’d like).
Just for fun, I enlarged a photo of myself
and put it in my garden for a scarecrow. Scared
them so bad they brought back corn they stole
last year!

August Mystery Kid

Can you identify this
handsome young lad?

Hint: Look around at the
next meeting; he is a regular
performer

July Mystery Kid Revealed
Faye and her husband, George ar e
very enthusiastic boosters of the Smoky
Mountain Model A Club.
In addition to attending most every club
meeting and event, they have been
responsible for arranging the meeting place
for our annual Christmas Party for several
years now.

Faye Jones then . . . .

. . . and now.
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NATIONAL HUBLEY DERBY RACE – 2016
By Randy Schwerdt

One of the fun events at a national meet is the Hubley Derby Race held for kids of all
ages. At this years 2016 MARC National Meet held in Perrysburg, OH, Earl Fairbanks, Randy
Schwerdt and Vicki Schwerdt each entered a car in the 18 and older division. There were
approximately 12 to 15 cars in each of the four age groups. This year’s event had a large audience
and was fun to watch.
After many runs and eliminations, Earl’s shiny black phaeton finished 4th. Randy’s old
faithful green pickup finished 3rd. Much to everyone’s surprise, Vicki’s new and unproven blue
phaeton finished 1st in the 18 and older division. Second place went to Maxine Paxson, who has
been a 1st place winner over the past several years.
Each winner of the four age groups then race to determine the Overall Winner. Vicki’s
phaeton went on to win Overall 1st place for 2016. She received two very nice Olympic-style
Gold medals for her wins. Randy received a very nice Bronze medal for his 3 rd place finish.
Vicki better keep that blue phaeton tuned up as someone will be trying to knock her off that
winner’s pedestal.

Treasurer's Post: August 20th, 2016 Report
By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer



SMMAC Monogrammed Items Value $1,655.50



Membership status as of August 2016
TOTAL: 80 (1 Life)

Treasurer's Report
Balance 7/16/16
Deposits

$5,855.80

Dues
50/50
License toppers

$232.00
100.00
92.00
40.00

Debits
Printing & postage
Postage
MAFFI donation

$382.01
64.62
17.39
300.00

Ending Balance: 8/20/16
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Thanks to Bill Snyder for
noticing this notice sign.

$5,705.79
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you
no longer need to advertise, please notify the
editor. New items will be added and yours may
be deleted.














FOR SALE Fiberglass front (both w/wells)
$400 each and rear fenders $225 each for 1930
-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-9835515..
1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid
bodied late 1928. Engine, frame and running
gear restored 15 year ago. Doors, fenders,
aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new top wood
included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF
pilot, current owner is retired Navy Chief. Very
complete AR, un-restored, solid sheet metal, new
top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in
Kingston. Asking $9,500. Contact Susannah
Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com
Pair of rear fiberglass fenders to fit a ‘28-’29
roadster pickup or coupe $200 or B/O for the pair.
Transmission and all parts up to and including the
flywheel. Trans. with newly show plated shift
stick, bell housing, clutch pressure plate,(need
new clutch plate) flywheel with all bearings. Also
have extra set of pedals if needed. It’s ready to
go. Just bolt it on up. $400.00 or B/O. Art Copcutt
(865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
WANTED:
1: '30-'31 Model A Front Bumper +/- support
brackets.
2: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE 1931 Model A Pickup. Located in
Rogersville, TN. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
WANTED Model A Coupe For friend located
near Winchester, VA. Call Vic 865-983-5515 for
information.
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WANTED 1930 radiator shell. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 775-0088.



FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender
Black and polished. Fits between back fenders
and attaches to underside of body and inside of
fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight line.
$100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803

SMMAC Clothing etc. For Sale
Available at picnic, 20 August 2016

Door Magnets

$10 ea.

License Toppers

$20 ea

Blue Jackets, M, L

$25 ea.

Red Jacket, L

$43

Men's Lt Blue Denim Shirts L, XL, 2XL

$29.50 ea.

Men's Heavy Denim Shirts, M, XL

$35 ea.

Ladies Lt Blue Denim Shirts, M, L

$29.50 ea.

Golf Shirts, M, M, M

$7 ea.
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REMEMBER . . . .

2016 Officers
President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Bill Snyder
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Jerry Gilpin
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Linda Varady
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor: John Baxter
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Board of Directors
2015 & 2016
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 70373
Knoxville, TN 37938

NO MEETING AT SHONEY’S
See you at the picnic.
The Cove at Concord Park
Saturday August 20th 10 am--3pm
11808 S. Northshore Drive, Knoxville.

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

