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“Braking” News from Safety & Reliability Check
By Vic Varady

W

e held the postponed Safety & Reliability Check on April 14 and the weather cooperated. I counted eleven
or twelve cars including a few new ones. After lunch, Bob Wyrick gave a seminar on carburetor function
and rebuilding which was well attended.
One of our attendees for the first time this year was Blake McCampbell who was one of the Smoky Mountain
Model A Club’s charter members as a teenager. We tried to get another Charter Member, Charles Coulter, now 99
years old, to attend. He wanted to come but medical issues stood in the way.
We attended to some mundane issues such as a vacuum leak on Bob Helsel's new coupe and a flat tire and loose
wire on Charlie Currier's pickup.
One serious problem was addressed on Steve Wickizer's sedan. The brakes were very bad, especially the fronts.
We removed the wheels and looked at the brake parts. The actuating levers were sitting straight up and not at the 15
degree forward tilt. We did not have any of the brake “pills” to correct this, so I welded up one end of the actuating
rods by approximately an eighth of an inch.
(SAFETY & RELIABILITY Continued on page 5)

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

pril is here and it’s supposed to be April Showers that bring May flowers. I think Mother nature was off
schedule and brought the showers in March. Here’s hoping for a more Model A friendly April.

Our annual Safety Check will be history when you read this. I think this makes at least 10 or 11 of these that we’ve
had. Again, a tremendous thanks to Linda and Vic Varady for hosting these. Unless you’ve done something like this,
you don’t realize how much work it is. Hopefully the weather co-operated better than it would have been on the
originally planned day. Thanks also to Bob Wyrick, Mr. Carburetor man, for doing the carburetor seminar. He has
helped me rebuild a couple of carburetors and I learn so much every time I do it.
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club web site is up and running thanks to all the efforts of Gary Steadman, who is
also our in house master photographer. The site is still being refined and we would like input both positive and negative
about it, and what other features you may want to see on it. We are working on a members-only section where we will
have the club roster and other things that are for members only. Our very own Smoky Mountain Model A Club
Facebook page is still out there. I have not been posting much on it as all the controversy over the whole Facebook
entity is ongoing.
(Ms Daisy Continued on page 5)

COMING EVENTS
April Events
Saturday, April 21st: Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City. SMMAC will be the featured club. See page 6 for details or check the
SMMAC website: smokymountainmodela.com. Jim Wolfe is the contact for this event.

May Events
Saturday, May 12th - Ramp Festival, Newport fairgrounds. Contact the Pollards for further information about this event.
Saturday, May 19th - Annual Picnic in the Park. Ken Lund has again reserved the picnic pavilion at The Cove in Concord Park
for our annual picnic from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.

June Events
Saturday, June 9th - Historic Rugby Classic Car Show & Street Fair.
As announced previously Historic Rugby’s Classic Car Show will be held on Saturday, June 9, 2018 in Rugby, TN on the
beautiful Cumberland Plateau. All makes/models, foreign and domestic as well as street rods, etc. are welcome. There is a $10 fee
per car, spectators are free. Funds go to support the non-profit Historic Rugby.
For the first 50 cars there will be dash plates and a $5.00 off coupon for use at the HRI Café & Commissary as well as door
prizes for car owners. There will also a 50/50 drawing for all.
The event is being held in conjunction with a Street Fair that is being held both June 9 and June 10. The car show is only on
June 9 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm eastern time. This year we will have a special treat- - an antique Pontiac, previously owned by Medal
of Honor winner Alvin York, is in the process of being restored and will be on display. See official flyer on page 6.
Saturday, June 16th - Car Show, Newport fairgrounds; more details here as they become available.

September Events
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford, 9925 Parkside Drive, Knoxville. More details
will be provided here as they become available.

November Events
Sunday, November 11th - Veterans Day. Exact date and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th Annual Christmas Party
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*March 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady

P

resident Bob Helsel called the monthly meeting of the SMMAC to order on March 17 th 2018 at 6:29
PM. The meeting was held at Shoney's on N. Broadway.

President Helsel welcomed all present and wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick's Day.
In the health report: Bert Anderson has had some problems with his leg and Barb Mabry was suffering
from trigeminal neuralgia.
The February minutes were approved unanimously as written.
Treasurer Shirley Webber reported a balance of $5,839.14 in checking after $651.00 in deposits and
payments for printing and mailing the newsletter. She said there are 69 members who have paid dues and 13
unpaid.
Ben and Shirley Webber said they had received the new Blue Logo jackets and they were available for
those members who had ordered them and to see them after the meeting.
Lin Helsel will be collecting pop can tops for Ronald McDonald House. Please save your tops and give
them to Lin and she will see that they get to the proper location.

President Helsel asked members to check out the club's website and Facebook page and give him your
feedback. He recommended members check out the Southeastern Touring Group & Heartland Group format and
let him know your preference.
He then went over the schedules for the next few months which included:
•

April 7th Safety check at Varady's in Maryville.

•

April 21st Cars and coffee in Lenoir City The SMMAC will be the featured Club, so try to join us so we can
give a good showing. We will meet at Ingles parking lot in Lenoir City at 8 AM.

•

May 19th Club Picnic will be at the Cove Lake Park in Concord from 10 AM until 3 PM.

•

June 9th is the car show in Rugby, TN

•

June 16th is the Newport Car Show.
The Club Rosters are now email-enabled. Let President Helsel know if you want a PDF.
Ben Webber is working on plans for a brake seminar and will let us know the details.
The meeting was then adjourned.

*Note:
Secretary Barbara Mabry was unable to attend the March meeting. Thanks to
Linda Varady for so capably filling in for her and providing minutes of the meeting.
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Possible New Article Series

I recently received a short article by one of our newer members, Bert Anderson, and it caused me to
think that perhaps a regular series of articles on the subject : “How I got interested in the Model A hobby,”
might be of interest.
I am proposing that we all, old members and new, reflect on how and when the Model A bug first
infected us with that incurable love affair with the Model A Ford.
Please send me a short article about your early experience with the Model A, whether it came early in
your life or later. Don’t be worried by the “I-can’t-write-syndrome,” just jot down a few words as you would
tell your best friend or favorite grandchild and get it to me. I will edit and type it and get your approval
before publishing it in an upcoming issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Thanks,
John

“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”

M

y interest in the Model A began when I was seven years old. The car was a four-door 1930 Model A that
was our family transportation. I remember on many occasions that my father, a Methodist minister,
would pray that the car would safely get us to our destination, especially when it came time to stop.
From a kid until now those memories have lingered. I also remember coming home from school to see a buzz
saw cutting logs. Our car was used for power. They replaced a back wheel with a pully to accommodate a big belt
that turned the large blade. My father and friends were cutting poplar for our house. That house is still being lived in
today.
There was something special about that Model A Ford I could never forget. I’ve been privileged to own many
nice automobiles, but there were none that left an impression on me more than that Model A Ford.
My working career is over and many of my activities have slowed down. However, there is one thing that has
bugged me – I didn’t own a Model A Ford.

Well, finally the day came when I discovered the sweetest little coupe, but that’s not where the story stops. I
made application to the Smoky Mountain Model A club and have met some of the nicest people. What a bonus!
I’m surprised about my excitement. I don’t know what got into me; this car has caused me to flip my lid—I
guess I’ve been bitten by the Model A Ford bug.

Bert Anderson
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(Ms Daisy Continued from page 1)

Gary Steadman added a feature to the web site so that recent posts on Facebook are added to the site automatically;
if you post something on the FB page it will also appear on the web site. If you have photos you think relate to the club,
you can post them on the FB page and they’ll also be on the web site. If you are not sure how to do this, get the
material or photos to me or Gary and we can help get it done. I was also thinking about a projects page for the web site
where we could post pictures of member’s ongoing projects for the rest of the club to see and maybe add some
suggestions or comments. Again, a web page is not a static entity but something that can change and improve, but it
will take input from our members to make it great and happen.
Ms. Daisy is undergoing major surgery at the Schwerdt’s garage. . . rebuilding her heart/motor. Hopefully she’ll
be back to her “ole self” soon. This has been a great learning experience for me, thanks to Randy's tutelage. Some of
the engine discussions I’ve heard over the past few years are now starting to make sense. Thanks also to Vicki for
putting up with my frequent presence to work on the almost 90 year old lady ( Ms. Daisy).

Hope to see you at the meeting.

Our next club meeting is April 21st, at Shoney’s, 4032 North Broadway

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

(SAFETY & RELIABILITY Continued from page 1)

There were some non-Ford parts inside as we took everything apart that did not look right. Someone said that they
could be “Flathead Ted's” parts. We could not see how they could work so we
replaced them with some used parts that I had upstairs. After we put everything
together Steve took the car for a short drive up the driveway and was surprised at
the sound of tires skidding on the driveway.
This is the first time that I have seen the brake parts in the picture. We cannot see
how they would work. Perhaps there were a few parts missing. My own feeling
is that one should make sure that the original design parts are fine if they are in
good condition and properly adjusted.
There are many articles written and You Tube videos to help you do the job right.
It goes without saying that good brakes are the most important part of driving a
Model A. Air conditioning might be
important also if the weather gets too hot!
We always have a good time looking over the cars, repairing a few, and, in
general, enhancing Safety and Reliability for the driving season.

Bob Wyrick’s carburetor seminar.
President Helsel, Steve Wickizer, and Charter
Member, Blake McCampbell.
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Smoky Mountain Model A Club will be the Featured Club at this
month’s Cars & Coffee in Lenoir City, Tennessee!

Club News

Come out and join us to make a good showing. Doughnuts and
coffee are available for free and you’ll be treated to a great variety of
beautiful cars at this very popular event.
SMMAC will meet at 8:00 am in the parking lot of Ingles Market
along Hwy 321 then drive the short distance to the event together. Use the
address below in your GPS to find the Ingles location.
Ingles Markets
404 US-321 #1
Lenoir City, TN 37771
For those who may arrive a bit late, use the address (South A Street,
Lenoir City) listed for this event venue to find us at Cars & Coffee!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•
•

•

•
•

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
WANTED: ’30-’31 plain right front fender. Have '31 right
front fender with well if you want to work out a trade". Richard
Lorenz, 865-435-4769 or ralorenz@comcast.net.
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior, poly
Dutchess Blue paint, lots of spare
parts and documentation of the
restoration. Asking $12,000 or trade.
Steven Kear (865) 556-0990
FOR SALE 1931 Rolling Chassis, Matching numbers, not
running. $1,500 obo. Bob Wyrick (865) 244-6886.

•

•

FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)
AVAILABLE for the ASKING. PlastiKote® paint, several
cans of each:

[Engine Enamel]
Ford Red 206
Chevy Blue 201
Chevy Orange 200
GM Corp. Blue 221
Alpine Green 225
Chrysler Blue 232

[Miscellaneous]
School Bus Yellow T-29
Gold Wheels 619
Gray/White Trunk Paint 500
High Heat White HP-12
High Heat Aluminum HP-14

Also have a lot of fuses for the older and/or foreign cars.
Types AGA, AGL, AGW, AGX, AGY, GBC, GBF, QTY, and SFE.
Many different amperage ratings from 1/2 to 50 amps. Most are in
packs of 5. Jerry Gilpin (865) 908-9249 or jgjg4evr@charter.net

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.

Thanks!

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

April 21st, 2018

Shirley Webber
Barbara Mabry

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

