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2017 Touring Season “Officially” Begins

O

n Saturday, April 1st, a large crowd of area Model
‘A’ enthusiasts descended on the Varady estate to
enjoy a beautiful spring outing of Model ‘A’ tinkering, eating,
and good fellowship. See Vic’s article beginning on page 4.

See page 6 for more pictures and accounts of our Sunday, April
2nd, adventure into historic Fountain City for the kickoff of the 2017
Dogwoods Arts Festival trails tours.

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"

W

By Bob Helsel

ell it’s April and the showers to bring May flowers are definitely here. But Saturday was a beautiful day and we had a
great turn out at Vic and Linda Varady’s for what is becoming an annual spring tune-up event. Thanks to them for
being such great hosts and to all the ladies who came and especially for their culinary delights they brought along. Lin was baby
sitting but did send the best chocolate chip cookies (my opinion).
There were lots of little projects going on from a muffler “connection correction, ”points checks, steering adjustments and I
especially got a kick out of Earl Fairbanks who brought some sewing machine oil and lubed quite a few Ahoogaa’s back to life,
including mine. The engine expert didn’t show up, but some of us got to meet the former Tennessee Governor Don Sunquist and his
wife Martha who stopped by to check on his beautiful ‘31 Roadster that will be going to a new owner soon.
On the way home from Vic’s, one of our members had a back-fire through the carburetor which then caught on fire. One of the
many reasons we should all CARRY A FIRE EXSTINGUISHER. I had to use mine once and it probably saved Ms. Daisy. Don’t
forget to check them periodically, as they do have a shelf life. I was lucky, mine was probably 25 years old but it still worked once!
The newer one I carry now has a good charge

Sunday April 2nd, about 7or 8 Model A’s showed up at Gibbs Road in Fountain City to show off our cars for the start of the
Dog Wood Arts Festival of events. If I recall correctly we had Tim Johnson, Bill and Debbie Gunnell, Jim and Judy Sexton, Ralph
Witt, John and Robert Milligan (both brought their A’s), along for a while. I was able to make it along with John Baxter, who took
lots of pictures as did Bill Gunnell. Thanks to the Bohanan’s who helped organize this outing but, unfortunately, were unable to
attend.
[Next Meeting, April 15th , Shoney’s N. Broadway]. Bring your appetite, ideas and enthusiasm! I hope to see all of you there.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

April Events:
•

Friday April 28th, Model A Hill Climb, Unicoi, Tennessee

•

Saturday April 29th, 22nd Annual Fiddlers & Fiddleheads Festival, Unicoi, Tennessee.
For more information on these events see www.facebook.com/fiddlersandfiddleheadstn .
Car Show Inquiries: (423) 743-5085
Hill Climb Inquiries: (423) 638-4383
We do not have a coordinator for this event. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Vic Varady, Tour Director.

May Events:
•

May 5th & 6th Townsend Spring Festival and Old Timers Day. .Townsend will be celebrating Old Timer's Days with

music, dance and a craft display on Friday, May 5th and Saturday, May 6th this year. There will be reserved parking in front
of the Visitors Center for our club on both days. Those attending Friday are asked to arrive about 9:30 am. Those going on
Saturday are asked to meet at the Big Lots parking lot in Maryville. We will LEAVE there at 8:45 am for a drive along Old
Walland Highway arriving at the Visitors Center about 9:15. Since we are included in the program, we are planning on staying
til about 5 pm when the Festival ends.
Please bring chairs for your comfort. There will be lots of food and drink vendors available, or bring a picnic lunch.
Anyone who wishes to attend both days but doesn't want to drive their A home and back is welcome to park it at Varady's
Friday night.
Please contact Linda Varady for any additional information on this event.

•

May 13th Newport Kiwanis Ramp Festival. Mary Lee Bohanan is coordinating our tour to this event. Please contact Mary
Lee for any additional information on this event.
June Events:

•

Saturday, June 10, Historic Rugby Classic Car Show. All makes/models, foreign and domestic are welcome with car
registration beginning at 9 AM Eastern time.
There is a $10-fee per car; however, each car owner will receive a $5.00 off coupon for use at the Café or Museum store.
There will also be door prizes and a 50/50 drawing. Spectators are free. All proceeds go to support the non-profit Historic
Rugby.
For more info concerning early registration, lodging, etc. either call Historic Rugby at 423-628-2441 or visit the web site at
www.historicrugby.org.

•

Saturday, June 24th Great American Race, Stop-over in Chattanooga. Vic Varady will have more details at the April and
May monthly meetings and in the Rumble Seat Reviewer, May issue.

•

July Events:
Saturday July 15th, Annual Picnic at The Cove in Concord Park from 10am to 3pm.
This is always a well-attended event in a beautiful location. Last year’s picnic attracted
21 Model A’s and some 50 or so eager eaters.

November Events:
•Annual Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville
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March Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady, secretary

The March meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at 6:30 PM at Shoney's on March 18, 2017.

President Helsel thanked John Baxter for his hard work in compiling the updated 2017 roster. John then passed them out of
the members present at the meeting. Two new members were introduced. They were L T Thomas and Larry LaPatca.
In the health update Nancy Matlock is home and recovering from a fall.
The February minutes were approved by acclamation and Treasurer Jerry Gilpin reported a balance of $5,638.37. He also
said we have 80 members at this time; 75 have paid their 2017 dues.
There was then a discussion of whether to host another Music, Mountains and Model A’s Meeting in 2018. This is a
regional MAFCA meet and could be scheduled for the 3rd week in October 2018. Bill Snyder reported the available dates were
October 17, 18 and 19. A show of hands indicated there was interest in pursuing this event.
Next came an update on the events schedule and suggestions for the next few months.
April 1st will be the safety check at Varady's garage in Maryville.
April 2nd Dogwood Arts car display and picnic along Gibbs Street in Fountain City. Mary Lee Bohanan filled in the details
on parking and available lunch locations. The street is celebrating the Dogwood Festival and would like Model A’s to park along
the street to help enhance its beauty.
April 6th is the student Top Wrench Competition at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base. Those interested in
participating were encouraged to contact either Richard Crook or Vic Varady.
May 5th and 6th is Old Timers Day in Townsend.
May 5th is also Dolly's Homecoming parade.
May 13th is the Ramp Festival
June 10th is the Historic Rugby Tour. John Hicks reported that this year this event will also include an Antique Street Fair
as well a classic car show.
July 15th will be the club picnic at Cove Lake Park in Farragut. The pavilion is reserved from 10am til 3pm.
August 21st Solar Eclipse. Bob Helsel and Randy Schwerdt are working on finding a suitable location for the club to
gather to view this event possibly Spring City, TN
There was some discussion of a trip to Chattanooga to see the Great Race. The cars will be spending the night there and it
will be a nice opportunity to see the cars and visit with the participants. Vic Varady will have more information for the next
meeting.
The mystery photo for this month was Frank Trent.

Some Model A’s have two legs . . . .
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. . . . and some have four legs!
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2017 Safety and Reliability Report
By Vic Varady

On Saturday April 1 the club gathered at my garage for the annual Safety and Reliability check. We started at approximately
9:00 as cars began to arrive. One came on a trailer but was drivable. The club provided morning
coffee, donuts and sweet rolls. There were approximately 20 cars that came. Most did not need
any attention but several did. The members got to work and did whatever adjustments were
possible. A few accessories were also installed. We had several new members who were able to
look at other cars and take home ideas on what they wanted for their own cars.
Our invited guest, James Rogers of Dreamwerks Engines in Asheville, North Carolina was
unable to attend.
Randy Schwerdt brought a homemade wheel balancer using a mounted hub on a spindle. It
was easy to use stick on weights to get the correct static balance. This appeared easier than using a
bubble balancer and less expensive than using a spin balancer at a tire store. With this equipment it
was not necessary to remove the hub cap to get the wheel balanced. Thanks to Randy for bringing
it and showing us how it worked.

Linda & Vic Varady

Several wives and friends helped set up the lunch spread for our members and some guests including former Governor Don
Sundquist and his wife Martha. They were both impressed by the quantity and selection of cars that the club had. Don and Martha
are Model A owners.
Ken Lund's car made it about 10 miles from the event before a series of blown 30 amp fuses caused a need for the trailer to be
brought out. The next day we looked over the wiring and did not find any problems. After putting the instrument panel back we
installed a 30 amp breaker instead of the fuses that had been blowing. The car made it home under it's own power. Any ideas on
why a breaker would work when a fuse blew would be appreciated.
Everyone had a good day and many cars left in better condition than they arrived. This has been an annual event since 2012, I
think, and will probably be on the calendar for next year. Ideas on what sort of a seminar would be useful are appreciated. Thanks
to everyone who came and participated.
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Historic Gibbs Drive Dogwood Arts Festival Trail
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer's Post: 15 April, 2017
By Jerry Gilpin, Treasurer

Balance 18 Mar 2017

$5,638.37

Deposits

$92.00
25.00
20.00
47.00

Dues
Clothes
50/50

Our club clothing/memorabilia now has a
value of $1,526.00. See Vic Varady to make a
purchase to help reduce this inventory and
increase the club’s cash treasury.

Debits
Postage & Printing
New checks charge
Annual report fee

Current membership count is now 79,
with 75 already paid up for 2017.

Ending Balance: 15 Apr 2017

$150.40
92.16
38.24
20.00
$5,579.97

March Mystery Kid Revealed
Frank is a very active member of the
Smoky Mountain Model A club, and
presently serves on the board of directors.
He owns a 1931 slant windshield Fordor
and a 1931 Coupe, which is undergoing
restoration in his well-equipped shop.
His Fordor is a regular driver and can be
seen at most club outings.

Frank Trent, then . . . .

. . . . and now!
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The club’s mailing address has
changed!

Important
Club News

Please address all correspondence to:

Smoky Mountain Model A Club
P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717
Membership Directory
The new 2017 Membership Directory has been published, and will
be available at the next meeting or club event.

•

Please try to pick up your directory at a monthly meeting or
club event to save the cost of mailing them to you.

•

Please add to your Directory:
Stephen Wickiser
7008 Yorkshire Drive
Knoxville, TN 37909
(423) 883-3283

•

Stephen recently joined the club after acquiring a beautiful black 1931
Tudor.

Be sure to look him up at the next meeting and make him welcome!

If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made,
please contact the editor.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE TIP TOOLS-Skat Blaster table top blaster
cabinet. Approx. 10 years old, in great condition. New nozzle
with spare new. All original paperwork. Great
condition. $200.00.$150.00 Torque tube and rear support
rods. Best offer. Art Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email
cay1@earthlink.net

•
•

•

•
•

WANTED: ‘30-’31 Left front fender Richard Lorenz
ralorenz@comcast.net (865) 435-4769
FOR SALE Rear splash pan painted Fender Black and
polished. Fits between back fenders and attaches to underside
of body and inside of fenders. Measures 44 3/4" on straight
line. $100.00 Bill Snyder (865)-659-6803
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
TRADE Goodyear 4.75 x 19” white-wall tires. Four nearly
new tires; want to trade for 4 black-wall tires in same
condition. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525 (Loudon, TN)
FOR SALE 1931 Tudor, runs and
drives beautifully, new interior,
poly Dutchess Blue paint, lots of
spare parts and documentation of
the restoration. Asking $12,000 or
trade. Steven Kear (865) 5560990
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MEETING NOTICE
2017 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 908-9249
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 291-7598
News Letter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

April 15th, 2017

Jerry Gilpin

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Linda Varady

DISCLAIMER

2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2016 & 2017
Ken Lund
Susannah Morgan
Victor Varady

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

